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SHEWING, 


lation to any Perſonal Election or Reprobation. 

II. That the Election, mentioned in St. PauPs Epiſtles to 

the Gentiles, is only that of the Gentiles to be God's Church 
and People. . | | 

III. That theſe Two Aſſertions of Dr. 7obn Edwards, vig. 
(1.) That God's Fore-Knowledge of all Futurities depends on bis 
Decree,, and that be fore-knows them, becauſe he hath de- 
creed them. (2,) That God did, from all Eternity, decree 


the Commiſſion of all the Sins in the World, are Falſe, Blaſ- 


phemous, and render God the Author of Sin. 


IV. Being a Vindication of my Annotations from the Doctor's 


Cavils. 


To which is added, as an APPENDIX, 


A Short ANSWER to the Doctor's Diſcourſe 
concerning the Fixed Term of Human Life. 
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| L WHIT B T, D. D. and Chan- 
tor of the Cathedral Church of Sarum. 


Fl 


Nemo eſt qui altdeat dicere, bonum eſt Adulterium, bonum eſl Homicidium, | 
; Sed quomodo ea defendunt, fi Deus 


bona Fraus, bonum Perjurium 1 

noluiſſet, non id feciſſem, Auguſt in. Pſ. 38. v,5. p. 391. i. e. Inter- 

rete Edvardo, p. 104. Sin is not-abſolutely againſt God's 
ill, for if it were, he would hinder the Being of it. 
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I. That the Apoſtle's Words, Romans the Ninth, have no Re- 
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1 
der of the Calviniſtical Do&rines, ſo! 
ſure he is eſteemed by all the Learned: 

Judicious Men that I have been acquain 
with; and indeed there is little need of : 
other Teſtimony, Sit Liber Fudex ; ſure t 
Two Sentiments, which I have here 
futed, muſt be ſufficient to make any 
dicious Perſon, concern'd for Relig 
and the Honour of an Holy God, tolc 
the Whole Book. 1 


/ elf-d 

J have given him already Mr. Bax 10 8 hi 
Sentiments concerning God's decree im cauf 

and willing of Sin. To which I add off Cauſe of 

poſtſcript of the Reverend Dr. Hammond, viz, he foren 
20 the 24 the ſecond Propoſition, That all the Sin e Doari 
Letter of © Men, are not decreed and predetermi wedeterm 
Get ere'® by God, or cauſed by any Neceſſity, Mi mce, Al 
ng ch. Man can doubt who believes the e comm 
16. ture, and therein the Procedure of Hchriſtiani 
Judgment to come, the Difference in .cuce | 

© ſpect of Guilt, and Puniſhment bet Hell, 

C voluntary and involuntar y Actions; j here done 
again, the Exhortations and Menace ky, the v 

© God in Scripture, and the great Seri if Giving, 

© neſs expreiſed (in them) and Protell bing, a: 

© ons prefixt to them.” And of his ot iference 
Aſſertion, That God foreſees things future nd perſev 

cauſe he hath before decreed, or predetermined tions, I 

De le, ſhall be done; The Judicious Le Blank Nfepend im 
poor: 2 clares, That it is repugnant to the Dit. Truth 
. Goodneſs, to determine the Will ol Ages, 
1. 5. 38. p. Creatures to thoſe things which are Mination 
144. in themſelves; for who, ſaith he, Imoſition 


ſay, that God by his Decrees, fc 


/ 
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aly determined the Will of the Fall'n 
ingels, to riſe up in Pride againft him; 


d the Will of our Firſt Parents, to deſire 
unge Forbidden Fruit, quin, hoc ipſo, ſtatu- 
f Deus Peccati Autor, without making God 


e Author of Sin by ſo doing? Or who can 
nceive, that the Wills of Men are by 
te Ecernal Decree of God, particularly 
ktermined to Acts of Blaſphemy and Ha- 
red of himſelf, and that antecedently to 
ny Self-determination of the Will fore- 
ken by him, nec Deum tamen eſſe Peccatorum 
um cauſam, and yet not judge God to be 
e Cauſe of thoſe Sins? Add to this that 


redetermination, and Irreſiſtibility of 
bnce, are not only irreconcileable to 
tt common Notions of Morality and 
Chriſtianity ; but that the very Being of 


nd Hell, confidered as Rewards of haz 
i here done in our Bodies, whether good or bad, 
ry, the whole Oeconomy of the Goſpel, 
Giving, and Giving more, and with- 
ddng, and withdrawing Grace, and the 
iference betwixt the Grace of Con verſien 
nd Perſeverance, and the Force of Exhor- 
tions, Promiſes, Threats, Commands, 
end immediately and unavoidably on 
e Truth of the Catholick Doctrine of 
Ages, as in thoſe Points of Predeter- 
ination and Irreſiſtibility, it ſtands in 
poſition to the Calviniſts. In all which 
Ts A 3 Lita· 


1. 


future Judgments, and ſo of Heaven 


. 


he forementioned Dr. Hammond, That Zener 10 


e Doctrine of the Calviniſts concerning Dr. Saun- 
derſon, Vs 


P. 569. 


8 a JF 


r 
8 
8 3 
lr * A Cor . 
— * — 


8 
5 

/ 

A 
" 
3} 


4 Se 


4 


— — 3 — — 
4 7 = _— 

th 7 4 
— 0 3 


P. 273. 


The PREFACE. 


Citations, let him deſpiſe the Authoritil vour of 
when he hath anſwered their ArgumenM ſcarce * 
Moreover, as a natural ConſequencM Dr. TW 
A Uequenc 
theſe Aſſertions, he cordially embraces Had 1 
Doctrine of f Mr. Hobbs, and the Turk: of ſome ſu 
ing, As for the Turks and Hobiſts, ift had ſom 
Opinion amounts only to this, that all the Au under a 
and Events, relating to Mankind, are pred ſary for 
mined and fixed, ſo that they cannot happen ai tion a N 
wiſe, yet ſo, as Man remains a voluntar have, t 
free Agent; I do not ſee how this Doctrine not unc 
parag d, becauſe it is held by thoſe Parties, | 
yet I have demonſtrated, That in the u In tk 
ment of all Chriſtian Writers, and of m he bat! 
Heat hen Phileſophers, this Doctrine is deft ſay, 1 
ctive of all Religion and Vertue, Diſc. gance, 
Chap. 4. | - compaſs. 
Now to what purpoſe is it for the Dr tion tor. 
Cite ſo many of our firſt Reformers in be will 
| | | . 5 out his 
— — i thoſe Pe 
. + A4 ere qualiſcunq; peccati nulla ef | 
#ino Predeſtinatio Dei, Proſ. Reſp. ad object. quadrag Wer 
Vincentii. S dixerimus 4 Deo predeſtinatum 
opus. aliquod malum Deo miſericordi, & juſto, tal to AVE! 
(quod abſit) adſcribimus, ubi ne WYEricars it inv anſwe 
nec juſtus. Fulgent. ad Monimum, Ed. Baff. 158 ſaw hi 
43. Proinde fidelibus congruit credere & fateri D and let 
bonum & juſtum— non prædeſtinaſſe quemlibet hom =" ay 
ad peccatum, quia ſi ad Peccatum aliquod hominem ING 
predeſtinaret, pro peccato hozninem non puniret, p. ment, 
Aiquos ad malum præde ſtinatos eſſe divina poteil Anſw: 
vide licet, ut quaſi aliud eſſe non poſſent, non ſolu ll [In | 
eredimus, ſed etiam fi ſiut qui tantum mali credere ut this P 
cum omni deteftatione, ficut Arauſica Synodus, ili 
abe ma dicimm, Coucil, Valent. Can, 3. Concil, A upon 
Can, 17. = | . becauſe 


ae ©. v 17 
vour of Calviniſm, when, I believe, he can 1 
ſcarce ſhew any of our Divines, beſides 1 
Dr. Twiß, who embraced theſe Sentiments. KC 
Had the Dr. been guilty of Adultery, or 1 
ſome ſuch flagrant Crime, he might have 1 
had ſome Temptation to ſhelter his Infamy 1 | 
under a Decree of God, making it neceſ- bs 
ſary for him to do it; but what Tempta- ly: . 
tion a Man of his clear Reputation could _ 
have, to embrace theſe Sentiments, I do al 
not underſtand. Es {4 
In the cloſe of his particular Preface, 9 
he hath theſe Words, I may be permitted to 1 


ſay, without incurring the imputation of Arro- 
gance, That I have comprix d in this narrow 
compaſs, every thing that can be ſaid with rela- 
tion to thoſe Heads; ſo that I can aſſure the Reader, 
be will never have occaſion for the Yen to lay 
out his Money on any Authors that have handled 
thoſe Points. 


Were this vain Brag true, I will be bold Anſwer. 
to aver, That all that he hath ſaid is fully 
anſwer d, and confuted by one who never 
ſaw his Book, till his own was in the Preſs ; 
and let him produce one Argument which 
is not fully baffled there, or in this Suppli- 
ment, and I engage to give it a ſufficient 
Anſwer. | 

In his particular Preface, p. 35. He gives 
this Reaſon why he hath been ſo copious 
upon the Doctrine of the Decrees, to wit, 
becauſe this is the * point, and on the right 


N- 


vi 


under ſtanding of this depend our due conceptions o 
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the reſt; having then here, and in the Firſt 
Diſcourſe, returned a full Anſwer to all 
that is material in that long and tedious 
Harangue, I have made it unneceſſary to 
conſider what he hath further ſaid under 


Partic, 
Pref. 2 21. 


the other Heads. S012; 
Moreover, Whereas the Dr. faith, with 
his ufual Air of Confidence, That, astothe 


main Subſtance of theſe Doctrines, there is plain | 


and expreſs Scripture ; if he means againſt 
them, he is certainly in the right, if for 


them, this is manifeſtly falſe. Dr. Hammond 
hath inform'd him, That his Doctrine of 
Predetermination, and the Irreſiſtibility of 
Grace, is contrary to the whole Oeconomy of the 
Goſpel, and the Catholic Doctrine of all Ages, 
As for the Doctrine of the Conſiſtency of 
Free Will with Neceſſity, and the Predeter- 
mination to one, as he hath not been able 
to produce one expreſs Teſtimony of the 
Scripture for it, ſo have I produced four 
plain Teſtimonies of Scripture, and the con- 
curring Suffrage of all Antiquity, againſt 
it. To ſay that Chriſt dyed intentionally, 
only for the Elect, that is, for a Few, is 
contrary to Ten Places of Scripture, which 
dy'd for all, forthe 
' whole World, for them that periſh, and to the 
Suitrage of all Antiquity for Eight whole 
And to ſay this of the Inde- 
fectibility of Saints, is to contradict the 
And in the Judg- 
ment of Dr. Hammond, The expreſs and 70 
| — 9 | 5 


expreſly do aſſert that he 


Centuries. 


Senſe of all Antiquity. 
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De PREFACE: vi 
Teſimony of Scripture, whereupon our 
lurches Article muſt be reſolved to be founded, 
ter to Dr. Saunderſon, p. 572, 57%. 
And; Laſtly, As to his Doctrine of Electi- 


and Reprobat ion, I have clearly evinc'd, partic 
That it hath not the leaſt Foundation, ei- Pref. p. 26. 
er in the Goſpels or the Epiſtles. And 
ſbereas the Dr. maliciouſly ſuggeſts, That 
e Arminians are willing to caſhier the Epiſtles 
FK. Paul, and doubts not but that we have + 
unih wiſhed that they were taken out of the 
i: ; for this vile Preſumption, in cenſu- 
ng the inward Motions of our Hearts, of 
nich he could know nothing, and the 
ucharitable Defamation of the mich 
greater part of our Divines, as undoubted 
Enemies to ſo great and excellent a part + 
«the Good Word of God, let him ask For- 
gireneſs both of God and Man; and then 
what follows, vis. That we muſt needs he un- 
uly, as often as we turn to them, becauſe they 
antinually upbraid us, ſhall rather be impu- 
ed to the Diſtempers of his Head, than to 
the Malice of his Heart. Di 
[ paſs on to that ridiculous Stuff, which _ ._. 
follows in theſe Words, Their learned Defence Pref. 3 
if their Cauſe, amounts to no more than this, * 
that they are reſolved to adhere to their Opinions, 
th they have plenty of Arguments 4 Erdl to 
them to retra them ; But ſuch is the Nature 
of theſe Men, they, and their Friends, by 
their obſtinate retaining the Principles f 
the Remonſtrants, have convinc'd the un- 
 prejudic'd part of Mankind, that 50 
F Do- 


4 


000 \ 


* 


Brace chat thoroughly convinces Me 


| 1 1 2 
- (Charity, he ſends us all to Hell in a Lump 


Þ+ Neque enim dubitaham quale. 
cunque eſſet quod faterentur pervica- the Judgment of an 
cram certe, atque inflexibilem 0b- 
ſtinatione mdebere puniri, Pr. Ep. 97. 


* | | 
The-P REFACE 
c * E W A 
octrineß, they have ſet themlely; 
att, Je us, -ngnaly; Lö Mo 
Nature is originally perverſe; Thar hi 
1:0 .- =p naturalſy bent to what is unlawfil 
That it muſt be a ſpecial and efficacio 
© and that there are but few that are th 
c favbured. Theſe Men by their behavio, 
© have effe&ually demonſtfated the Realit 
© of theſe Docttines, at the very time thy 
they have oppoſed them.” Rey) 
To which Words the fitteſt Anſwer is 


Homine impudenti atque imperito nihil quicqu 

injuſt ius. The Dr. pretends, P. 22. of th 

Preface, to be againſt uncharitable Cenſuring 

of that Party which oppoſes them; and yet be 

hold here we are all repreſented as Obſtingt 

People, reſolved to adhere to our Opinions, again 
plenty of Argument: afforded to rvetratt then 
and P. 2 1. he faith, The Teſtimony of the Sen 

pures is ſo plain and expreſs, for the\Subſtanceq 
thoſe Do&rines he. maintains, and we deny 
that if ine ſee it not, it muſt be interpreted thy 
nne ſhut our eyes, And ſo in his abundant 
if we continue thus to retain the Principles 
the Remonſtrants ; for tho* we might find 
Mercy, if we did this ignorantly, yetOt 
ſtinacy in Error neither deſerves nor will 
, find Mercy, even i 


t Heathen. And whilſt 
hh we ſhut our Eyes a- 
Sainſt the Truth, our Saviour hath infor 

RY: me 


T) be PREFACE. Fo 
med us, That it is not to be expected, that 
we ſhould be converted, and our Sins ſhould beMatth. 13. 
forgiven. And indeed this is the plain Im- % 
port of this 1 for how could we, 4 me 
by adhering to thoſe Principles of the Re- Lupe 8.12. 
monſtrances, convince the unprejudic d part o 
Mankind, that Man's Nature was originally 
perverſe, &c. unleſs, by that Adherence, 
we demonſtrated, that our own Natures were 
ſtill perverſe, and that our Wills are bent towhat 


| 18 \ 
is unlawful; that wewant that ſpecial and effica= + \'\ 
cious Grace, which can alone convince, and +4 


ſo convert as; and that we are not of the 
number of thoſe few who are thus favoured, 
and then we muſt be of the number of 
thoſe Reprobates, from whom, ſaith he, God 
bath decreed to with-hold his Grace and bis good 
Spirit for ever, p. LIT. e IS 

In fine, A little Truth, with Charity, 
would have prevented the Falſhood of theſe 
Words in every particular; for tho' moſt 
of our Engliſh Divines, are of the Perſwa- 
ſion of the Remonſtrants, yet not one of them 
denies that Man's Nature was originally 
perverſe, that is, corrupted, or that his 
Will is naturally bent to what is unlawful, 
or that it muſt be a ſpecial and efficacious 
Grace, that thoroughly convinces them, 
or that few are thus favoured. Add to this 
thoſe two prodigious Lyes, which he hath 
vented in theſe Words, That thoſe of the Ar- Partie. 
minian Per/waſion hold, that God cannbe convert Pref. p. 7. 
us, and turn our Hearts, unleſs we give him 
leave to do it; and that we, by the force of — 
COUT : 5 Wills 


* 


Letter of 


Tbe P RE FACE. 
Wills, are able to defeat his Almighty Power + 
till theſe two Imputations are proved upon 


us by ſome clear Teſtimony, they muſt de- 
ſerve the Epithet that I have given them : 


As alſo do thoſe Words, P. 24. where he 
repreſens theſe as Arminian Doctrines, That 


God created all Men actually to ſave them, and 
that Chriſt dyed for them all to the very ſame end 
and purpoſe. To which falſe Suggeſtion the 
Reverend Dr. Hammond anſwers, That 


Preſcience, God never decreed, to ſave. final Impeni- 
p. 587. * tents, and ſuch are many of Mankind af. 


© ter the giving of Chriſt ; but on the con- 
* trary hath ſworn, ſuch ſhall not enter into his 
* ref, The ſaving of Mankind, which 


© God decreed, is the redeeming them, 
and giving them Chriſt, and Grace, and 


* making them Salvable, and being defici- 


N ent in nothing toward that End, to thoſe 


© that will make uſe of it. So when you 
© ſay, Chriſt could not have an Intention to dye 
for them, who, he foreſees, would be nothing 


* advantaged by it, if by dying for them, you 


mean ſo dying, that they ſhould actually be 
© ſaved; So tis true, He intended not to 
* dye for thoſe that are finally impenitent, 
and ſo are not advantaged by it; for 
ſure tis no part of his Covenant, or In- 


_ © tention, in dying to ſave ſuch; but if 
* by dying for them, you mean purchaſing 


Pardon, upon Suppoſition of Repentance, 
then that he intended thus to dye for 


them that make not this Advantage of 


© it, appears evidently, by many T exts 
* which 


8 wo 
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* which'tell us of his redeeming thoſe that de- 
ny bim, that periſh, &c.” The other Fal- 
ſhood he there imputeth to us, is, in ſay- 
ing we aſſert,” That Men themſebves have a © 
Will, as powerful and effectual, ( Iſupꝑpoſe he 
means as God and Chriſt,)by the dextrons de- 


termining of which, they are able to convert 
themſelves at any time, and they need no ſpecial 


Grace to effect it. Such falſe and diſingenu- 


Repreſentations of the Sentiments of his 
Adverſaries, being alſo very frequent in his 
Diſcourſes on thoſe Points, give him too 
juſt Occaſion to confeſs with the ſcornful 
Rulers of Feruſalem, We have made lyes our 
refuge, and under falſhood have we hid our 


ſelves. Whereas we only ſay what all Chri- 


ſtians of all Ages, till of late, have not on- 
ly ſaid, concerning the Freedom of the 
Will of Man; but alſo have declared tobe 
the Doctrine of the Scriptures, of Apoſtoli- 
cal and Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, and all 
Orthodox Chriſtians, and the Foundation 
of all Chriſtian Piety and Vertue, as hath 
been fully proved, Diſcourſe IV. Chap. 2. H. 
4. from p. 345. to p. 352. Chap. 4. p. 369. 
372. and Chap. 5. per totum. Diſcourſe I. 


Chap. 5. Y 1. Diſcourſe 3. p. 266, 267. Till 


therefore he can faſten on us, all or any 
of theſe falſe Aſſertions, he muſt lie un- 
der the Burden of theſe Words, and the 
beſt Excuſe I can make for him is that 
of his own Doctrine, That all the Actions 
and Events, relating to Mankind, are 3 
e mine 
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mined and fred; and. ſo that it was from 
Eternity determined, chat he. ſhould: thus 
Lye, and ſhould be guilty of all the other 
Blaſphemies and Hard is Tag againſt our 
Gracious Gat and. Lance contained . 
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- Pa upon the IXth — | 
to the Romans, from Verſe 6. to 
Verſe 25. Shewing that nothing in that 
Chapter can concern the Doctrine of Per- 


ſonal Election and Reprobation. — 
D 18 A II. A. 


Of the True. Ser e of. the Word ei. | 
2 in Sr. Pars El. Wo. Tha... n- 
aden ee © — | en, 5 24 
: Je I 5 G. III. Neg 

Nag te : the: Fallbood * tbe; T hs” 
Aſertions s of Dr. John Edwards, vis. 
I. That God's Foreknowledge depends 


on his Decrees. 
II. That God did from all Eternity de- 


cree the e ion of all the Sint 
in the World. P. 37 


1s. 


— 


5 


Defending my Annotations from al th 
Cavils he Doctor made againſ? the 
- 8 e | P. 


AEN D IX. 
4 Short Anſwer to his tedious Diſcom|; 
concerning the Fixed Term of Hy 


man Life, | G P. II P 1 

IX 
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oe : Eb . 5 5 : | ; at 10 

DIe 1. line 15. read Ziþlimab. 32. l. 27. 4 Doh 
= . 8. woe Oak 40 1. ult. after know ad 


would not be. 46. I. 19. r. inevitabhy. 78. 1. 23. ad 
1. 94. I. 31. a0 r. not. 121. I. 12. might have r. mil 
not bave. 128.1. 27. add ſhew, 139. I. 28. bebai r. cha 
149. I. 29. r. where. 158. I. 15. elecha r. ethecha, 116 
1. 13. the r. ibis. 122. I. 13. 1be r. that, 135, l. 6. ti 
his. 5 * 2 | 
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PARAPHRASE 


;WP!ONtTEHKE 


Na Chapter to the Romans, 
From Verſe 6. to Verſe 25. 


s HE WIN G, 


That not hing i in that Chapter can concern the 


Doctrine of Perſonal Election an A 
bation. 


n O I know hocking 1 in my ore 
mer Paraphraſe, or Annotations 
on this Chapter, which I have 

reaſon to retract; yet, ſince an 
Expoſition of theſe Words, highly diſho- 
nourable to our gracious God, hath been 
embrac'd-by the Calviniſts, and is of late 
eſpous d by Dr. John Edwards, I. think it 
may be proper and ſerviceable to Chriſti- 
anity, to ſhew that this Chapter, rightly 
e gives not the leaſt countenance 
to 


- 


2 


APARATHNASs E upon 


DIS C.to any of the lewd Inferences, which he, 


I. 


or any other Men of the ſame Principles, 


have made from the Words of the Apoſtt 


on the account of any thing o 


contained in this Chapter. 5 

I confeſs, this is leſs neceſſary to be done, 
red by the 
Dy. becauſe every Branch of his Expoſiti- 
on of the Apoſtles Words hath been abun- 
dantly confuted by two very Able Men, 
Epiſcopius, in his Paraphraſe and Annotati- 


+ Chriſt;- ons on this Chapter, and 4 Curcellzw, in 


au. Relig. his Explication of the ſame Chapter; nor 
*hath the Pr. who, I preſume, wanted no 


Will, been able to return any thing in An- 


Inſtit.! 
c. 9. 


ſwer to their Confutation of his Expoſiti- 


on. But yet, I hope, it will not be unpro- 
fitable to clear this matter farther by theſe 
enſuin 


Obſervations, and by the Para- 
phraſe ſubjoin'd to them: Let it then be ob- 
ſerv'd, 8 2 85 


Firſt, That this Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, 
was not, nor could it be at all deſign'd to 
determine any thing touching God's abſo- 
lute Decree of Election and Reprobation, 
or of their final and eternal State, purſuant 
to thoſe ſuppoſed Decrees ; but only as to 


his chuſing, and admitting Perſons to be 


his Church and People, and the Spiritual 
Seed of Abrabam, upon his own Terms; and 
his rejecting of thoſe that refuſe to ſubmit 
to thoſe Terms. The firſt part of this Ob- 


ſervation will be confirm'd, 


” . 


1ſt. From 
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the gth Chapter to the Romans. 3 
e, 1/t. From the Conſideration of thoſe Fews DIS C- 
he writes to, and labours to convince in I. 
this Chapter: For it is certain, that they G# 
had no Notion of any ſuch abſolute Electi- 
© on, or Reprobation; their Phariſees held. 
e no ſuch Doctrine; the Notion, which the 
old Teſtament thro? every part of it re- 
preſents to them, is the Election of the 
, whole Nation to be his Church and People; 
and that, vt for any worthineſs in them, as he 
often tells them, Deut. ix. 4, 5, 6. but becauſe 
r FE pleaſed the Lord to make them his Pleople, 
1 Sam. X11. 22. This therefore is the only 
ching, which they could underſtand by the 
urpoſe of God according to Election, not of Works, 
„f bim that calleth, v. 1 T. and by the Electi- 
| m of Grace, Ch. xi. 5. and therefore their 
rejection, for which the Apoſtle juſtifies 
God's dealing with them, can ſignify no 
more. Hence, after this Hardneſs and Re- 
ſection, the Apoſtle ſtill declareth, that, w- 


— 


e, Tiy exoyiv, according to this Election, they 
o vere {till beloved for the Father's ſake, and that 
0- becauſe he Gifts and Callings of God are wjth- 
a. ut Repentance. Rom. xi. 28, 29. and thence 


concludes, that the time would come, when 
o meir Fulneſs ſhould come in, and they 
ſhould 3 8 Choſen Os 
That the Apoſtle intended not to ſpeak in , en 
nd Mais Chap 701 any abſolute Decree of * ; 
b. kejection and Reprobation of Irael, as to 
their Final State, is evident from thoſe 
words with which he begins the following 
Chapter, viz Brethren, my heart's deſire, and 
* 2 prayer 


* 


4 


DISC. 


I. 


A ParaymRASE hon 


prayer for Iſrael, is, that they may be ſaved. 


for, on ſuppoſition of ſuch an Abſolute De- 
cree paſſed on them, this muſt be not only 


A vain Prayer, but alſo an Oppoſition of 


his Will, to the wa or good Pleaſure of 
God reveal'd to him ; for it 1s evident, that 
he prays for all Vrael, for them, | Whſe 
zeal for God was not according to knowledge, 
v.2. and who, thro' Ignorance of it, bal 
not ſubmitted to the Righteouſneſs. of God, v. 7 


and therefore not, as Ef, bius ſaith, for them 


only whom God had predeſtinated to be 
ſav'd by the Prayers of the Saints: More- 
over, in purſuance of this hearty Deſie, 
we find him zealouſly endeavouring to ſave 
ſome of them, who had been thus hardned 
and rejected, chap. xi. 14. which is a cer- 
tain Indication, that he did not think this 
Hardning and Rejecting, ſuch as put them 
under an Incapacity of being ſav'd. To 


conclude all that I have ſaid, to evince 
the Abſurdity of this black Decree of Re- 


probation, in my firſt Diſcourſe, the Ge 


neral Extent of Chriſt's Redemption, in 


the 2d. the Sufficiency of Grace, vouch 


ſafed both to Few and Gentile, in the 3a 
the Freedom of Man's Will, ina State both 
of Tryal and Probation, in the 4#h, and 
the Defectibility of the Saints, in the 5 


Diſcourſe, are fo many Demonſtrations 0 


the Falſhood of this Expoſition of this 
Chapter. N i 

24h, Obſerve, that the great Deſign of 
the Apoſtle in this Diſcourſe, is, to RY 
Ve OY ods 
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the gth Ghapter to the Romans, 5 
; NCod's Dealings, as, in his Providence, he DISG. 
he- actually had done with the Unbelieving I. 
Jos, rejecting them from a Relation to 
him, as his People, for their ſtubborn In- 
fidelity and the Hardneſs of their Hearts; 
and alſo with the Unbelieving Gentiles, by 
zamitting them to be his Church and 
people, and owning them as the Spiritual 
deed of Abraham, upon their Faith and Sub- 
miſſion to the Terms he had propounded 
for their Juſtification, and Acceptance with 
him : And this is evident from his Recapi- 
lation of his whole Diſcourſe in theſe 
words, Tt &% kesues, what is it then that we _ 
ſiy? even this, That the Gentiles which followed © * © 
wt after righteouſneſs [before the Publication 
of the Goſpel, as having no Notion of it, 
or Call to it] have [yet thro'-the Grace of 
God, revealed to them in the Goſpel] at- 
uinded to Righteouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs 
which is (the Fruit) of Faith, and ſo are 
made God's Children, and the Spiritual 
Sed of Abraham, Gal. iii. 26, 29. 
But 1/rael, 2which followed after the Law of v. ,, 
Righteouſneſs, [i e. was Zealous to obtain i 
that Righteouſneſs, by which they might 
ind Acceptance with God] hath, not attain- 
d to the Law of Righteouſneſs, [Gr. &; vowr 
Nato e Leeres, bath not gone before them 
into that Law of Righteouſneſs, which was 
firſt preached to them.] 
And wherefore (was this ſo) even becauſe 
they ſought not this juſtification] by Faith, (as 
ne believing Gentiles did) but, as| if ] it were 
„ n 


6 A PARNA HAASE upon dhe 9 
IS C. [to be obtained] by the Works of the old 
1 IT. Law, which could give them Siu a Bu tha 
. . . ; bo E, fc 
enter into this New and Better Covenant, M14 on t 
eſtabliſhed in the Blood of Jeſus; Faith in 7 1 
him being the Condition of entering into 3 Bie 
that Covenant, and obtaining of-that Re. Cha ver: 
miſſion of paſt Sins, which was neceſſary Kaen pF 

to all Mens Juſtification and Acceptance Ml: KN 
with God; and to render them the Spiritual es 5 


Seed of Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, 


2dly, This will be ſtill more evident, 


from the Teſtimonies produc'd in this 
Chapter, from v. 25. to v. 30. to ſhew, 
that what he had been Diſcourſing of, was 
the very Thing, which had before been fore. 
told by God's Holy Prophets. For they prove 
fully God's deſign of calling the Gentile, 


who once were not his People, and had not obtain- 
ed Mercy, to be bis Pale, 


an abſolu 
Jews un 
lent fr ON 
0 the H. 
thawing | 
ſheaks of 
Tews, an 
pen'd to 
hem int. 
nd unav 


Note, That many Ce- on whom he would have Mer- 
pies and Fathers here read, cy, and who ſhould be called 
not Tiiy 8 ny amueby, but the Sons of the Living God. 
Thy d ,s v. And on the other ſide, 

| that tho' the number of 


ent, he 
or them 
lap. X. 
ſeavour, 


the Iſraelites, according to the Fleſh, was ov 

very great, yet only vj, a ſmall ing thei 

remnant of them ſhould be admitted to this Num of 

; Grace, or be exempted or ſaved from that WW... Ur 
B Deſtruction, which was coming upon that WE: +. Ge, 
4 Nation for their Infidelity. But he pro- Mfaich by 
duceth not one Teſtimony, to prove the rere be 

Abſolute Election of all thoſe Gentiles, race. ( 

which believed to Salvation; or the Ab- Nuuſe ol 

ſolute and Final Reprobation of the Un- eit Sta 


believing Fews ; from whence it is evi- 
R 3 "wank, 


* 


the gth Chapter to the Romans. #9 


roſtle, to diſcourſe here upon that, but 
only on the other Subject. e 
34h), This will be farther evident, from 


ohne Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, in the x1th 
chapter; for albeit he ſpeaks there of an 
1 Election of Grace, peculiar to the believing 


Fews, v. 5, 7+ yet that this neither was in 
Truth, or in the Judgment of the Apoſtle, 
mn abſolute Election of all the Believing 
os unto unfruſtrable Salvation, is evi- 
jent from the whole Deſign of che Epiſtle 
o the Hebrews, which is to prevent their 
thawing back into Perdition. And tho' he 
ſheaks of the Rejection of the unbelieving 
Jews, and of the. Blindneſs that had hap- 
pen d to them; yet that this did not put 
hem into a State of abſolute Reprobation, 


„ad unavoidable Damnation in his Judg- 
eat, ne ſhews, both by his ardent Prayer 


or them, that they might be fſav'd, 
bop. X. I. and alſo by his zealous En- 
lkavour, by all means to (ave ſome of them, 


g . 14. of this Chapter. He alſo adds, that 
i bis dr C Rejection, was only a cut- 
by ng them off from their own Olive-Tree, 


rom off which they were broken for 
heir Unbelief; and that the Ingrafeing 
the Gentiles into the Olive-Tree, by that 


1 ach, by which they at preſent ſtood, and 
„„, ere become part of the Election of 
b ace, did not exempt them from juſt 


auſe of Fear, leſt they ſhould be broken off ; 
icir Standing depending upon their Con- 
B 4 | tinuance 


dent, that it was not the deſign of the A- DT 6 2 


the gth Chapter to the Romans. 


1 


Seed be called; that is; they which are the Chil- DIS E. 
* 


dren of the Fleſh [of Abraham, and have the 


Sign of Circumciſion in the Fleſh]. are not L 


ſon that account alone] the Children of God, 

[to whom belongs that Promiſe, I. wil be 
a God to thee, and thy Seed after thee, Gen. xvii. 
7. Iſmael, and his Seed being ſo the Chil- 
ren of Abrabam] but [they only who are] 
the Children of the Promiſe | as Iſaac was, Gal. 
iv. 23, 28.] are [to be] accounted for the Seed ; 

[and ſo it is alſo with reſpect to this New 
Covenant, eſtabliſhed in is Blood of 'Fe- 

ſu; for in Chriſt Feſus, neither Circumciſion 
availeth any thing nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith, 


which worketh by Lowe, Gal. v. 6. ' For we are 


all the Children of God; thro? Faith in Chriſt Fe- 


ſus, Gal: iii. 26. And if we are Chriſts, then 


are we Abraham s Seed, and Heirs according fo 


the Promiſe, v. 2 

For this is the. 2 of Promiſe, Gen. xviii. 
10.] at: this time will I come, and Sarah ſball 
bave a Son; [which words confine the Pro- 
miſe to the Seed of Sarah, the Free woman, 
and fo reject the Seed. of Hagar, the Bond. 
woman, from being Heirs to the Promiſe 
made to Abraham. | 
And not only (ſo. was it in the Caſe of 
Iſmael and Tſaac, and their Seed] but alſo Lin 
the caſe] of Rebecca, who conceiv'd [two 
Children in her Womb] by one, [Father] e- 
2 7 our Father Tſaac [to wit Eſau. and Fa- 
co 
For the Children being jet not horn, either ha- 
Fa done any GO or Evil, [which might 
move 


- 


11. 


1 A PARAPHRASE upon fl the 91 
' DISC move God to chuſe the Seed ofthe one; ang Mine in nun 
I. reje& that of the other, either on the ac. Mit! 7 


A c⁊· count of difference of their Parents, or of a. 


L. 12. 


V. 13. 


ny Evil done by either of them, as might be 
objected in the Caſe of Iſhmael] that the pur. 
poſe of God according to Election Cor the Prefe. 
rence, of one of theſe Seeds and Nations, to 
be his choſen People before the other] uin, 
might continue, [as indeed it was before, 
or in the precedent Inſtance to be] 0 
works [done by them] but him that calleth then 
[to be ſo according to his good Pleaſure, 
It as | then] ſaid unto her, Ci. e. to Re- 
becca] two Nations are in thy Womb, and tus 
manner of People ſhall proceed from thee, and tl 
Elder [in his Poſterity ] ſhall ſerve the Younger, 
Now there being in the condition of the 
Perſons, and in Holy Scripture, a conſtant 
oppoſition betwixt Servants and Sons, Bond- 
men and Women, Free-women and Men, this 
Servitude of the Seed of Edom, is a Teſti- 
mony, that God deſigned not to admit 

them as his Children. 
And this God declared long after, by 
ſaying, [a it is written, Mal. i. 2, 3. Jacob 
have I loved, and Eſau have I| comparative- 
ly] hated. This Preference of the Seed of 
Facob, above that of Eſau and other Nati- 
ons, being ſtill repreſented as a Token of 
his great Love to them: So Deut. vii. 6, 7, 
8. The Lord thy God hath choſen you to be a ſpe- 
cial People to bimſelf, above all People that are on 
the face of the Earth, v. 7. The Lord did not ſet 
bis Love upon you, nor chuſe jou, becauſe ye were 
| | ; 08 
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the gtb chapter to the Romans. 
the feweſt of all People, v. 8. But becauſe the 


Preference he dealt with them: For he not 


e. only call'd Jſrael out of Ægypt, the Houſe 
to Hof Bondage, becauſe Iſrael was bis Son, 
1x. iv. 22, 23. but when, for their Idolatry, 


they became Captives to their Enemies, 
the Gifts and Calling of God being without Re- 
jentance, he call'd them again to their own 
Land ;. and receiv'd them again to be his 
Church and People, whereas be laid the he- 
ritage of Edom waſf, for the Dragons of the 
Wilderneſs, Mal. i; 3. and made it a perpetual 
Deſolation, Jer. xlix. 17, 18. Now the In- 
ferences from this Inſtance are very conſi- 
lerable: Fog: 2.5 | Yo BY” 


- * * 


whether thoſe words, the Children not being 


not bear hard upon the Doctrine of the 
Imputation of the Sin of Adam to all his 


y oſterity, and ſo to Jacob and Eſau; ſee- 

þ W's upon that Suppoſition they muſt, by 

e- Mic very Will and Action of Adam, have 

zf ben done that Evil which he did, and fo 
i- could not abſolutely have been ſaid, that 

ey had done no Evil, for which either 
7, If them might be hated; nor could their 
e- {Wt being born prove that they had done 

4 oo III. ee ee MOTO ABLE eee 

t 


2dy, The Abſurdity of Applying theſe 
Fords ro the abſolure Elegion of Fanz; 


nee in number than any other People, for ye were DIS C. 


nd loved you. See Pſal. xlvii. 4. Iſo. xliii. 
1, 4. Hoſ. Xi. 1. and according to this 


if. I humby offer it to Conſideration, 


jet born, neither having done Good or Evil, do 


1 


om 24% From this Obſervation, that as toD ISC. 
int ie Perſons of Jacob and Eſau, it was never I. 


me, that the Elder ſhould ſerve the Younger, WWW, 
ut only as to their Poſterity, when the . 

£dmites became Tributaries to David, 

am. viii. 14. and e 


34%, Becauſe what is here. offered as 2 


It, e V4, 
ef roof or Confirmation of this, is cited from 
th· Nhe Prophet Malachi, who propheſied long 


alter acob and Eſau were perſonally dead, 

and ſo could only ſpeak of their Poſterity, 

the Jraelites and Edomites, as he expreſly 
2 VIBES 15 3 Bam not .;OEvP 

They impoſe upon their Readers, who 

from. theſe Words infer, That the Apoſtle - 
teacheth that God loved Facob, and hated 
Eau, before they were born; and there- 

ore muſt here ſpeak of their own Perſons, 
ind not of the Nations - proceeding from 
them ; for, as this is expreſly contrary to 
the Words of Malachi, ſo hath it no Foun- 
ation in the Words of the Apoſtle, who 
uſeth theſe Words. This Prophecy wass 
ſoken to Rebecca, concerning theſs two 
Nations, before the Children were yet 
born, or had done Good or Evil, to ſhew. 
that this hapned to them, not with reſpect 
either to the Merit of Jacob, the Father of 

the Few, nor to the Demerit of Eſau, the 

cen; Head and Father of the Edomites, but from 
mer God's Free and Gracious Election of the 

aui one before the other, to be his Choſen 
ther, people. Fre — 12395 


om D Now 
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DISC. Now hence it clearly follows, that th No, ſait 
I. Apoſtle cannot here ſpeak of any Perſon Peding tt 


Av Elecion to Eternal Life, or any Perſon ons of 
Love and Hatred of them of whom jt of be 
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ſpeaketh, with reſpe& to their Eternal In 
tereſts ; for if ſo, ſeeing he manifeſ} 
ſpeaks of the whole Nation of I/rael, they 
muſt, according to that Opinion, be all a 
ſolutely Ele&ed to Salvation; whereas thi 
Apoſtle informs us, that with many of them Gu 
Was not well pleaſed, 1 Cor. x. F. and thi 
whole Fewiſh Hiſtory ſhews the contrary, 
Again: Then muſt the whole Poſteriy 
of Eſau be the Objects of God's Hatred ani 
his Reprobation, which is ſo far from being 
true, that Fob, and all his Friends, appea 
to have been of the Poſteriry of Eſau. Ii 
certain then, that the Apoſtle only ſpeaks of 
the Election of the Seed of one of theſe Na 
tions, above the other, to be his Church 
and People. En 
But ſeeing you inſiſt fo much upon it, 
v. 14. that the Election & of Grace, and therefore 
not of Works, Rom. xi. 5, 6. and tell us 
that we can only be juſtified freely by Grat 


through Faith, and muſt fail of it, if we ſeek i hich 
by the works of the Law, do you not ſeem toi". 109" 
ſay there is Unrighteouſneſs in God, who. PE 
brings us under the Covenant of Works, hoſe Bl 
and Obliges us to obſerve the Law of A. ihed, y 
ſes, in order to our Acceptance with him; Nlance 
and yet will not accept us, on the account Nuexed 


of our Performance of thoſe Works, but on Nen diſc 
ly on the account of our Faith in Chriſt ? 


No, 


the gth Chapter to the Romans. 15 
No, faith the Apoſtle, the Juſtice of pro- DISC. 
teding thus with you, who by your Vio- I. 
ions of that Law, have ſinned, and fall 
ut of the Glory of God, and rendred it the v. 15. 
atter of your Condemnation, muſt be ſuf- 
cient to ſtop your Mouths, as you may 

arn from what God ſaid to Moſes concer- 

ing you: For when you had committed 

lolatry, in Worſhipping the Golden Calf, 

d had made your ſelves Naked, that is, 

neſted of a Covenant-Relation to him; 

ſomuch, that God ſent this dreadful Meſ- 

ge to you, Iwill come up into the midſt of thee, 
moment, and conſume thee, Exod. xxxiii. F- 
ho' God ſuffered himſelf to be prevaiyd 
pon by Moſes, to adopt you again for his 
cople ; yet he let him know, twas his 
ferogative to admit what Offenders he 
eas d to his Grace and Favour, and do it 
what Terms he pleaſed, by ſaying, I vill 
ne Mercy on whom” I will have Mercy, and 


| it i} have Compaſſion on whom I will have 
for pon, Exod. xxxiii. 19. And therefore 


ing condemn'd by the Old, and God now _ 
ling you to enter into a New Covenant, 
which he promiſeth to be merciful unto 
Wn Iniquities, and to remember your Sins no 


n to our Si, 
hole; provided you believe in him, in 
rk doe Blood this New Covenant is eſta- 
M. ihed, you muſt ſeek this Mercy, by com- 
im; ance with the Terms, to which he hath 
unt nexed it; and know from what hath 
on: Nen diſcours d already, That 


It 
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DI SC. c Mt #5, not of bim that willeth, [for 4 f Foils, b 
I. willed, that God would ſhew his Men on, 5 
AN unto 1/7 ael nor of” bim that runneth [for} B. 
7% Jaw ram to fetch Veniſon, that he wie che 
 Haye the Blefling] nor by any other _- 
which ſeemeth good to our Own Wiſc vill cxerc 

chat we. can brain, it, but by Submit Nations] 

to the Terms] of God — ſheweth Mere [ = From 

chen the Gentiles had done no good Worlliſl 4. 

to prepare them for it; yet they having hom be 
braced that Faith, to which God hath oil ſee 

nexed the Promiſe of it, it is righteg phom be; 

with God, to confer this Blefling on the e on 

and tho you 7E HS have @ Zeal fir G eſerving 

and follow after the Works of the Lauf Neu! 
Juſtification, tis righteous, that you ſho avd ag: 

not obtain it, becauſe you ſeek it not th , I 

Faith, which God hath made the Conditi oy Mar 

of it, but as if it were to, be obtained r Diſpo 

the Works of the Law. ] 

; And as it is God's, Pleaſure to deal vi * Har 

. Men, in the, diſpenſing of hoe undil ſho is p 

VOUrs ; ſo is it allo; as to his inflicting tv Der! 
Puniſhments due to hardned Sinnes; Mice, 2 tl 

being not oblig'd preſently tocut theme,” 2 

but may reſervethem to ſuch a time, wh uc in 

the Puniſhments he inflicts upon + an nk, tl 

more illuſtriouſſy diſcover to the World: ern: 

Glory of hs vindicve Juſtice as te e 

a e of his ing With a! 14 p. It 

__ VG: caling With 2 Hardne® Ft! a 
17. For [He in] the Scripture ſaith to Phari l thing. 
[ifs] even for this conſe bevy I raifed rhe 

[Hebr, have ] made thee ſtand inthe Pag 


< a 


/ 1 


the 9th Chapter to the Romans. 17 
boils, prolonging thy Life for ſome farther DISC. 
4} that I might he more Illuftriouſly] I. 
lev my Power in | the deſtruction of] thee, yo 
nd that my Name might be declared throughout all 
Earth, by the conſpicuous Judgment I 
vill exerciſe upon thee, in the ſight of all 
Nations] 700 ii. 10. 1 Sam. iv. 8. 
From theſe two Inſtances you may learn 
therefore, That He [God] bath Merey on 
whom be will have Mercy, | and ſo on them 
ho ſeek it according to his Will] and 
whom be will be hardneth i. e. permits them 
o go on in the Hardneſs of their Hearts, 
elerving them for Deſtruction. | 
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Now here, to what I have already ob- be 
rv d againſt Eſtbius, add, or L, 
ho '1f, That an holy God cannot harden A 
By Man, by putting any evil Principle, 3 
111 2 


r Diſpoſition into his Heart; for Evil ne- 
er can proceed immediately from him, 
rho hath an abſolute Freedom from it, 
ho is pure, unmixed Light, and in whom 
% Darkneſs at all: Tis Sin, which ren- 
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8 ers us the Objects of the Divine Diſplea- 
3 ire, and the veſſels of bis Wrath, fitted for 
nut ion; but who can, without horrour, 
wh ink, that God will ſentence any Man to 
u ernal Miſery, for what was done by a 
* ccret Inſpiration from himſelf? Theſe evil 


Diſpoſitions muſt be hateful to an holy 
od; and can he produce in us the abomina- 
le thing. which ha Soul bates? He therefore 
oth this only, partly, by leaving us to 
ur own Hearts Luft, partly by withdraw- 


= . 


DIS C. ing that abuſed Grace, which might, were 


; I. 
1 WARY 


_ Circumſtances, which, thro? the evil Ha. 


4A PARANA E wn | 1,9 


it attended to, and well improy'd, rally P. 
ng ons of our Heart „ a ifted 1 

y, by putting, or leaving  Wezined 0\ 
b | if | rt gpl Nat Prid 

its and Diſpoſitions we have our ſ is Heart 
contracted, ſtrongly incline us to Cann! Moſes, tC 
in the Hardneſs and Impenitency of our uud, ſec 


Hearts. Thus, when God with-held from and his V 


: Oppreſſions of the Heathens, which mini. 


of Iſraet : 
0 enitenc 

nnatur d 
ſelves W 


ſtred Temptations to them to caſt off his pin, 7: 
hat mad 


Fear, the Church thus expoſtulates w. . 
him, not as accuſin God. but as Genre E 
ating his Judgment] Why baſt thou hardnl 
our Heart from thy Fear? v. 17. i. e. Why aue 
thy Diſpenſations ſuch towards us, as lay 
before us Temptations to caſt off thy Fear, 


his People, thoſe ' gracious Providen 
e, tho! | enc 
which encourag'd them to fear and bl 
him, Ja. Ixiii. 12. and left them under thoſe 


with then 
theonites 
ff Moſes . 


tarts, f 
uttle, th 


to which we are too prone already ? 


N and to betake our ſelves to that Idolatry "I 
Firit, L 


2dh, Obſerve, That God is never, in N 
Scripture, {aid to harden the Hearts of any fpoctu 
Perſons, but with reſpect totheir Deſtruc kns, Tt 
tion, or to cut them off, when their Ini heir FL 
quities are come to the full, Gen. xv. 16 orden 
So, when Deut. ii. 30. we read thus, B- ny, V 

| Sehon, King of Hesbon, would not let us paſs b ame f 
bim; for the Lord thy God hardned bis Spiri. have 
and made b Heart obſtinate, that he might d. Con 
liver bim into thy hand, to be utterly defroje6 v3 1 
by thee, v. 33, 34. Here it is obſerv'd, by men! 
good Commentators, that Sebon being ni A 

- turally hy by 


ited up by the Victories which he had 
that Pride and Haughtineſs, which made 


Moſes, to paſs thro' his Land peaceably. 


und his People to Deſtruction; by the hand 
9 of 1/rael ; becauſe, by a long courſe of Im- 
ber penitence, and by indulging to brutiſh, and 
01 nnatural Luſts, they had rendred them- 


ini. ; ) ; 
iin, Foſh. xi. 19, 20. There was not a City 
1 bur made peace with the Children of Iſrael, 


br, Hiph limah , which would have peace 
vith them, either by deſiring it, as did the 
jbeonites ; or accepting it, upon the Offer 


ee, for it was of the Lord to harden their 
| A tarts, that they ſhould come againſt Iſrael in 
try uttle, that be might deſtroy them utterly. Where, 


Firſt, It is obſerv'd; that the Hebrew Le- 
ladek, being of the Infinitive Mood, and 
eſpecting no Perſons, may be rendred 
bus, It was of the Lord, that they hardned 
heir Hearts. Secondly, That God didthis, 


A order to their utter ruin then, and then 
za ny, when the Iniquity of the Amorites was 
A wa full. And Thirdly, That God ſeems 
int o have done this, (I,.) by that perempto- 


Command, which he had given for the 
tter Deſtruction of thoſe Seven Nations, 
hich might make them deſperate. And 
adh) by giving the Men of Ai, tho' they 
ere but a few, a Victory over 1/rael, which 

| — WG might 


the 9th Chapter to the Romans. 19 
turally Proud and Stubborn, and being DISC; 


gained over Moab, God gave him over to W 


is Heart obſtinate againſt the Requeſt of 


7 


\nd, ſecondly, that he thus delivered him 


ſelpes worthy of this Puniſhment. So a- 
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20 APARAPHRASE upon 5 the gi 
DISC: might make them hope, that when they nat of 


1. came together with united Strength, ai ight do 
A they did, of aſh ix. x, they might do the like Thou 1 
; And laſtly, Of Pbaroah it is very obſer Mou ſeen 
vable, that it is never ſaid, That the Lord be Exan 

bardned bis Heart, till after the Plague oe are h: 


Boyls ; at which time, he declares his re 


1d et n. 
ſolution to deſtroy him, and that he only, 1255 
had deferr'd his Deſtruction to a fitter Sea fring 
ſon. And ſecondly, That as the Heart Hum, ii. 5 
Pharoab was hardned till then, by God tat Juds 
Mercy, in removing the other Plagues from ¶rample 
him, whence it is ſaid, that when Pharul fed bus N 
ſaw that they were ceaſed, he hardned bis He But 10 
more, he, and his ſervants, Chap. viii. 31, ng the 
So, his Heart was hardned afterwards, on s, f 
ly by his Averſeneſs to the Conditions , rep/ 
their Departure. For, (1/,) He conleni&:inft ſu 
to let the Men go to ſerve the Lord, bi d ple 
will not let their Little Ones go with them Md, cc 
Chap. x. 9, 10. Next, he conſents to E eng in 
their Little Ones go alſo, but would ſtu D ought 
their Flocks and Herds behind, v. 24, 2 ealt no 
and to this heſeem'd to have a fair pretenc bem Ki! 
becauſe Moſes had ſtill delivered God's Pers of 
tition to him thus, Let my People go, that thiereſs thi 
may ſerve me. And laſtly, When it is ſfailWhich th. 
that the Lord hardned Pharoah's Heart, Wi: form 
follow the Iſraelites, Chap. xiv, 8, 17. this And: 
might do, by ordering the Iſraelites to ei ed then 
camp ſo, as to give Pharoab occaſion to laylke a V 
they are entangled in the Land, the WildenWeorh nq 
bath ſhut them in, v. 3. and by cauſing hi power 
to ſee the 1/raclites walk ſafely through 1 is Cla 


ed 


7 


the geh Chapter to the Romans. ar 


heyMidft of the Sea, and to think that he DISC. 
» night do ſo alſo. 1 

like. Tbon wiltſt ſay then to me, [if it be ſo a.. 
ler. hou ſeemeſt to hint, by applying unto us 9 
.orlithe Example of an hardned Pharoab, that 


we are hardned for Deſtruction] why doth 
jet find fault [with us] as Men, who, by 
he Hardneſs and Impenitency of our Hearts, are 
raſuring up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
um. ii. 5. and not rather execute upon us 
hat Judgment, which, according to this 
Example , is unavoidable] for who hath re- 
Weed bas Mill? | ed 
But who art thou, O Max! | repreſen= 20, 
ing the whole Nation of unbelieving. 
ewt, fitted for Deſtruction, v. 22. ] who 
bus replyeſt againff God ['s Proceedings a- 
minſt ſuch Sinners, according to his own 
ood pleaſure; as their Forefathers did of 
Id, complaining, that he held them ſo 
ong in that Captivity , which he had 
rought upon them for their Sins; as if he 
alt not equally with them, in detaining 
em ſtill under the hands of the Blaſphe- 
rs of his Name. For doth not God ſup- 
refs their Murmurings and Complaints 
th this Queſtion, ſhall the Clay ſay to him 
bat formed it, what makeſt thou? Iſa. xlv. 9. 
And again, When they had ſo corrup- 27 
ed themſelves by their Idolatries, as to be 
ke a Veſſel marr'd in the Potter's hands, 
oth nqt God tell them, he had the ſame . 
rower over them, as the Potter had over 
us Clay thus marred, to make it 4 Veſſel 
ES. " > 


22 A PARATHNASE pon 
DISC. of Honour or Diſbonour, as it pleaſed him 


the 


I. and ſo challenge a Power to remake or re 1 Teh 
V fit you, to build and to plant, or to pull 7 G 


you down and deſtroy you, and that, not 
wichſtanding any thing he had ſaid former 
ly of his planting and building you up, that be- 
ing only promiſed, on this condition, that 
you obeyed his Voice, and did not Evil 
in his ſight, Fer. Xviii. 4. 6. 9, 10, 11, 
/ v.22, To bring then my Anſwer home to you 
Caſe, and that of the believing Gentil] 
0 what if God, | being ] willing to ſhew bis wrath 
and make bis power | more IIluſtriouſſy] 
known, hath] endured with much Long-ſuftr- 
ing [you refractory Jews, who were ſo 
long a-goe the Veſſels of [his] wrath, fd 
for deſtruction, | what reaſon have you to 
complain againſt him, on this account?] 
Is it not for the Glory of his Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, to reſerve the Rejectors of the 
Meſſiah, ſent to bleſs them, and the Perſe- 
cutors of the Chriſtian Faith, firſt preach- 
ed to them, to be at laſt cut off with ſore- 
markable a Deſtruction, as ſhall render it 
viſible to the World, that God's Indigna- 
tion is incens'd againſt them for this Sin, 
and ſo ſhall give to Few and Gentile a far- 
ther Motive to believe in Feſw? - 

v. 23. And, [what if God] that be might makefl © 
known the riches of his Glory, (hath ſhewedMl © 
Mercy] on the weſſels of his Mercy, whom bt 
bad before, [by working Faith in them] pre- 
pared unto Glory, s 


faith.] 

this Me 
mitted 1 
miſed F 
own thi 


and fo l 


bl 


hy 


* 


him 


T re 


) pull 


not 
mer 
at be 


that 
Evil 


vou 
tiles] 


my, [the natural Seed of Abraham] but alſo I. 
if the Gentiles ; [the Seed of Abraham by / WW 
Faith. ] Hath he not a juſt Right, to ſhew 


mitted to the Terms on which he had pro- 


Pg 


| the gth Chapter fo the Romans. 23 
For 17 whom f. hah call, t. Jews DISC. 


v. 24. 
his Mercy to ſuch Perſons, as have ſub- 
niſed Favour and Acceptance, and ſo to 


own them as the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, 
and fo his peculiar People? 


DISCOURSE ll 


Of the true Senſe of the Word 
Election, in St. Paul's Epiſtl 
to the Gentiles. 


Have, in a late Diſcourſe, ſhew' 
That the whole Few;ſh Church, thro' 
out the Writings of the Old Teſta 
ment, are ſtyl'd the Elect of God, a: 
being choſen out of the World, to be hi 
Church and peculiar People: 
Now, as we truly argue againſt the &. 
cinians, who deny that our Lord ſufferedi 
our ſtead, and ſhed his precious Blood, tc 
make atonement for our Sins; that the 82 
crifical Words uſed in the New Teſtamm 
being tranſlated from the Old Teſtament, i 
is highly reaſonable to conceive, that thi 
Apoſtles in their FEprftles, and Diſcourſes t 
the Fews upon that Subject, muſt uſe the 
in that ſenſe, in which that Nation =__ 
underſtood them, and not in a new ſenſe 


they never were acquainted with. So hay 


we the ſame ground to argue in this _ 
| : on, : 1 


Firſt, 
and Dit 
had bee 
the Wo! 
nuſt be 
the Wo 
in whic 
conſequ 
Epiſtles 

Secon, 
being {x 
or to hi 
and ſo 1 
that N. 
which 
ſament, 
or Peot 
his peci 
Saviour 
fore, 11 
only be 

It re 
Words 
directe 
bear th 
1 
Hectic 
produc 
on of t 
to be, 
God's 
takers 
belong 
this ey 


Of the True Senſe, &c. 25 
Erſt, That the Apoſtles in their Epiſtles, DIS C. 

and Biccvurle⸗ Greed to the Fews, Sho  , 
ad been ſtill accuſtomed to this Notion o. 
the Word, and were all ftyFd the Elea, -/ 
nuſt be ſuppoſed in thoſe Writings to uſe 
the Words of the Old Teſtament, in the ſenſe 
in which they ever underſtood them, and 
conſequently, that in the Seven General 
Epiſtles they mu always bear that ſenſe. 
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Secondly, The ſame Words in the Goſpels,. 
being ſpoken either to the Fews in General, ] 
or to his own Diſciples, who were Jet, 4 


and ſo to them who were acquainted with 
that Notion of Election, and the Elect, 
which they had learned from the Old Te- 
fament, where it always ſignifies a Church, 
or People, choſen out of the World, tobe 
his peculiar People, could underſtand our 
Saviour's Words of that alone; and there- 
fore, if he ſpake to their Capacities, muſt 
only be intended by him in that ſenſe. _ 
It remains only that I ſhew, That the 


— 


— 


TTT 


— 3 
on Chg oe ae: - 


þ ws 1 0 * 
. 
9 IE 


5 2 : 
TT 


Words Election and Elect, in the Epiſtles 4 
directed to the Churches of the Gentiles, 4 
bear the ſame ſenſe 5 and that all the pla- '. 
ces, which the Patrons of an abſolnte | 1 
Hection of a certain number of Perſons, 1 
produce thence, belong only tothe Electi- 4 
on of the Gentiles, out of the Heathen World, . 


to be, thro Faith in Chriſt, receiv'd as 
God's Church and People, and to be Par- 
takers of the Privileges, which formerly 
belonged to the Fewiſh Church. To make 
this evident, let it be conſidered, 7 
TY | Tf, 


wy 


1 


| DISC. 1f, That as there is in the Old Tefampny 


II. 


that their Defection was the riches of the Gen- 


Olive- Tree, and made wyxouyorct fellow 


19. but that they were partakers of thoſe 


\ 


37 Of the True Senſe 
priviles 
joy d. 

thoſe P 
many ſh 


mention of the calling of the Fews, to he 
God's Church and People, ſo is there fre. 
quent mention in the New, of God's Pur. 
poſe, to call the Gentiles to the ſame Privi. M7, 
leges, thro? Faith in Chriſt. Theſe Genril, n 74 
being call'd, faith St. Paul, by the Goſpel, Childrer 
to be fellow-heirs, and of the ſame body, and Yar. quter L 
zakers of his Promiſe, with the believing Ml 1-1) tf 
Fews thro Faith in Cbriſt, Eph. iii. 6. Of frff, N 
this the Prophet Hoſeab had foretold ; WM ' few 


| whence. the Apoftle proves, That the be- more 1 


lieving Tews and Gent ies, Were by Faith the Rin 
repared to be weſſels f Mercy, and ſo be- Sven 7 
onged to the Election of Grace, from theſe 5, Ch 
Words of that Prophet, I will call them m 34) 
People, who were not my People, and SITES, 
who was not my beloved: or, as ſome Copies 
read, mv u i Atu weyny nu, 1. E. her u- 
ceiu d into Mercy, ho bad not obtained Mercy. 
Obſerve, 24dly, That this Election of the 
Gentiles was chiefly. to commence from the 
Rejection of the unbelieving Fews, from 
being any longer God's Church, or his pe- 
culiar People. Hence the Apo#le faith, 


tiles, Rom. xi. 12. and their Rejection was 
the Reconciliation of the ¶ Heathen IMorld, v. 15. 
they being. grafted by Faith into their 


Dare 
takers of the root, and of the fatneſs 0 Ol 
Not that the Fews were then partakers of 


it with them, for they. were broken off. v.16, 


Privi- 


LS 


of the Word Election. 27 
privileges, which the Fews formerly en. DISC; 
ioy'd. And this our Lord inſinuated in all II. 
thoſe Parables, in which he tells them, that 
many ſhould come from the Eat, and from the 

et, and ſhould fit down with Abrabam, Iſaac 

and Facob in the Kingdom of Heaven: But the 

Children of the Kingdom ſhould be caſt out into 

qter Darkneſs, Matth. viii. 11, 12. That 

many that were fir ſhould be lat, and the laft 

frit, Matth. xix. 36. far many were called, _ 
but few choſen, or elected, Chap. xx. 16. And 
more plainly in thoſe Words, . I ſay unto you, 

the Kingdom of God ſhall he taken from you, and 

given to a Nation, bringing forth the Fruits of 


t, Chap. xx1. 41. 


* 


zZah, Obſerve; That this Election of the ; 
1112 was, as that of the Fews, an Electi- 

on out of the World. This is the Import 

of the Words e dh, God hath choſen 
jou out, ſpoken to the believing Gentiles, 
Eph. 1. 4. And more fully, when he ſaith 

to the Corinthians, that SS 5 O, God 

bath choſen out the baſe things of the world, and 
things which are deſpiſed, and things that are not, 

(i, e. the Gentiles, who are eſteem'd baſe, 

and look' d upon as nothing by the Fews Ita 

aboliſh things that are | i. e. to become Gods 
Church and People, and fo to caule the 
jewiſh Church and Conſtitution to ceaſe; 

i Gr i 28. See the-Note there, 
ybly, Obſerve, That hs ne the 
Church of Epheſus, choſen out of the Gen- 
tles, that God had choſen them in Chriſt, before. 
ite foundation of the '2yorid. So he {aith alſo, 


1 


that 


/ 


28 Of the True Senſe 
DISC. that the Decree of Calling the Gentiles to 

II. the Obedience of Faith, was a Myſtery, b. 
nun alosioss only), concealed from all Age 


full of 
Children 
{ation in 


or Eternity, but now made known to all the Gey. 
tiles, Rom. xvi. 25, 26. and that it was the 
Myſtery hid in God, am rd als you, from all 
Ages, Eph. iii. 9. the Myſtery hid a, 
alavay, Y Im Toy waver, from former Apes and 
Generations, Col. i. 26. Moreover, as he 
faith of the Ephefian Gentiles, that God did, 
eevogit er, fore-appoint „ OY ordain them to the A. 

tion of Sons ; the Gentiles, and Fews, be- 
ing all made the Sons of God, thro" Faith in 
Chrift Feſws, Gal. iii. 26. And again, v. 11. 
That they, with other Chriſtians, were be- 
come God's Lot, or Portion [| as the Feus 
formerly were ſtyl'd, Deut. xxxii. 9.] ac 
Diy]es vai be, being fore-ordain'd, or aj- 
pointed ſo to be, according to the purpoſe of Col. 
So alſo doth the ſame Apoſtle fy concer- 
ning this Myſtery of Calling the Gentil, 
that it was the hidden yiſdom of God, in a 
Myſtery, #v @jooptoxy. 6 Sig ce , d, 
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Gemiles 
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which God had fore-ordain'd before Ages, ts the I f, 
_ Glory oo Gentiles,] x Cor. ii, 7, and that MI ©? 
this Call of the Gentiles, to be Fellow. Heis i '> 1 
with the Fews, was done, wit afü be 5, 
clay, according to the eternal Purpoſe, which Wl © wad, 
Gel had propos d in Chrift Feſw, Eph. iii. 11. . 75 
5thly, Obſerve, That this Election of the e 1p 
Heat bent to be God's Church and People, * 
thro Faith in Chriſt, being then made by 1 at 
the Preaching of the Goſpel to them, when 1 4 


the World Tay in Wickeaneſs, when it 150 
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full of all Unrighteouſneſs, when they were DISC. 
Children of Diſobedience, and had their canver- II. 
(ation in the luſts of the Fleſh, Eph. ii. 1, 2,3... 
b therefore, properly ſaid, to be made xa]e 5 
gy suα,Em) T5  Sranuales avls, according to the 
good pleaſure of bis will, Eph. i. 5. 9. and ac- 
cording to the riches of his Grace, v. 7. the. 
ſearchable riches of God's Grace towards the 
Gentiles, Chap. iii. 8. and the glorious riches of 
this Myſtery, Col. i. 27. For hence it is 
evident, that there could be nothing inthe 
unbelieving Gentiles, which could move 

God to call them to that ſaving Grace, 
which appeared to them by the Preaching 

of the Goſpel ; and ſo it could only pro- 

ceed from the good pleaſure of bis will. Hence 

allo we learn, why it is ſtyled ihe Election of 

Grace, to wit, becauſe it neither was, nor 
could be, from the Confideration of any 
Works done, either by Few or Gentile, an- 
tecedently to this Call, or to God's Pure 
pote of Electing them to be, thro Faith in 
Chrift, his Church and People. So the 
* plainly informs us in theſe Words, 

here is at this preſent time, a Remnant, accord= 
ing to the Election of Grace; and if it be of Grace, 
then it it no more of works, wn iT iE #cyov, it 
is not yet of works, otherwiſe Grace, ix in is not 
jet Grace, Rom. xi. 5, 6. And in this Epiſtle, 
he ſpeaks. to the Epheſians thus, Chap. ii. 8, 
9,10, By Grace ye are ſaved Li. e. are put into 
a ſtate of Salvation; ſee the Note there} 
thro' Faith, and that not of your ſelves, it is the 
gift of God: Not ef works, leſt any one Ju 

v4 : : 04[ts 


DIS C. boat. Where note, That this Election]; 
WWW precedent Works, but not in Oppoſition to 
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only ſaid to be of Grace, in Oppoſition to 


Faith, that being here made the Condition 
of obtaining this Grace; whence the 4%. 
file ſaith, that Fuſtiſication, which belong 
only to the Elect, is of Faith, that it might 
be of Grace, Rom. iv. 16. And that this E- 
lection of the Epheſians, and other Gentile 
could not be of Works antecedent to their 
Faith, and Calling to Salvation by the 
Goſpel, the Apoſtle proves by this Demon- 
ſtration, That it was only by Vittue oftiis 
Call, to believe in Chrift, and their Obe- 
dience to it, that they were both deſign'd; 
and prepared to do thoſe Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs the Goſpel requir'd of them. You 
are not thus ſaved by Works, ſaith he, for 
we are God's workmanſhip, created in Chriſt fe. Wi” Id, 
fus 70 good Wi orks, 015 po oIHEUEU“TTL, to which he bleſſed 
hath prepared us [by Faith] that [being thus {W" an 
prepared] we might walk in them; which Hence 
Argument, as it excludes good Works per- the Ap. 
formed before Faith in Chriſt, ſo doth it ge 
as effectually eſtabliſh thoſe, which are af- Elett 500 
terwards to be performed by all Chriſtians, Mer, 
by Virtue of this new Creation, or this Re- M's W 
generation, and the renewing of the Holy ke thi 
Ghoſt, Tit. iii. 5,8. Hence, ſaith the Apoſtle, Miet be 
this ſaving Grace hath appeared unto all Men, I ing 2 
inftrutting them, that denying Ungodlineſs and if, B 
worldly Luſts, they ſhould live righteouſly, and bad ob 

Godly, and ſoberly in this preſent world. And whict 
thus were the Epheſians elected in Chri#t, * Men, 
SY | Fe. 


bf the Word Election. 


n be zundation of the world, that they mi ht be DISC 
is * unblameable before 55 in e Eph. 4. II. 


ql 

0 Thus were the Theſſalonians choſen aw apyns v 
ion Wl m tbe beginning [ of the Goſpel, ] thro ſancti- 
Av i fon ff the Spirit, and belief of the Truth. 


And that this is the true Notion of an" «exne, 


nN 1 K* 

1 we learn from the like uſe of it, Luke i. 2. 
W Job. xv. 27. XVvi. 4. I Job. k 1: it, 7, 13, 14, 
tiles, 24 111.8, 11. 2 Ep. 5. 6. and in this ſenſe 
heir are Men Elected, according to the fore-know- 
the ge of God, thro Sancti fication of the Spirit to 


Obedience. And this being the great Deſign 
of this Election, to engage all Chriſtians, 


be- Wi to add to their Faith Virtue, Knowledge, God- 
nd, lineſs, TR Patience, brotherly Kindneſs, 
hte. Wl Charity, that they might not be barren nor un- 
You WR 1witful in the Knowledge of Chriſt, and to live 

„ WW $1berly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent 
* World, that they may comfortably expect the 
þ be et Hope, and Glorious Appearance of our 
thus Ld and Saviour Feſus Cbriſt, Tit. it. 12. 13, 
hich Hence we may underſtand, in what ale, 
per- tte Apo cle Peter doth exhort the Brethren, 
th it give al diligence, to make their Calling and 
af. Lection ſure [ by good Works, as the Fathers 
ant, generally cite that Text, and as the follow- 
Re- Wing Words, iF you do theſe things, require; 
Hol ſe the Note there.] For theſe Words can- 
ofle, dot be an Exhortation, to make their Cal- 


Men, ing and Election ſure to their own'ſelves, 
and /, Becauſe St. Peter ſpeaks to them, ho 


and ld obtained li ke precious Faith with the Apoſtles, 


And N vhich, according to the Doctrine of thoſe 


fore Men, who hold it impoſſible for them who 
the = | had 


32 Op the True Senſe 
DIS C. had once true juſtifying Faith, to fall fron 


II. it, muſt be made ſure to them by Virtue af vr 
tat Faith. (24h, Becauſe he ſpeaks of alſo, 
them, who had been made 3 4240 
Divine Nature, having eſcaped the pollution ſans, 
which were in the World, thro Luft, v. 1. Char 
(340, Becauſe he plainly ſpeaks of making ef che 
it ſure, with reſpect to the Iſſue of it; viz WM callin 
as to their not falling from Grace; forif ute ric 
do theſe things, ſaith he, ye ſhall never fal: ne, 
that is, ſhall never finally miſcarry, or fail Decl: 
of an Entrance intothe 2 of our Lord aui onal 
Saviour. (4thly,) Becauſe they were ſure tiles! 
already, that they were called to the Faith and E 
and alſo that they were elected; becauſe tu ed wo: 
Goſpel was already come unto them, not in vi f bis 
only, but in Power, which is the very Argu- boly, 
ment, by which the Apoſtle ſaith to his 75% eb, 
 ſalonians, he knew their Election of God, 1 The {etled, 
ER 1 the Go, 
Now, from theſe Obſervations, it is Supp! 
evident, | | withf 
1 f, That the Election, mentioned Epbe. to Gc 
fans the 1f. is only that of the Gentiles to be ſenſe 
the Church, and People of God, as the Elec 
Fews were before; not 1 from the /, 
plain Argument of thethings Sg there, (fri 
with this Election, but alſo, from the gti 34] 
Verſe, where the Apoſtle tells them how he Theſſa! 
had done that, viz. by making known to them Gentil 
the myſtery of his will, according to his good Goſpel 
pleaſure, which be had purpoſed in bimſelf. Ts Power 
Myſtery being, ſaith the ſame Apoſtle, Ch. abſol 


iii. 5, 6. that the Gemiles ſhould be Felle. bei 


em 
vill 


of the Word Election. 


3 


the believing Fews, and of the ſame Body, and DISC. 


partakers of the ſame Promiſe with them: See 


alſo, V. 95 Ai 


24h, When the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the col 


= 


ſians, of his Sufferings for the Elects ſalke, 


Chap. i. 24. he ſpeaks there, as the Apoſtle 


of the Gentiles, concerning the Myſtery of 


calling them to the Faith, and making known 
the riches of this glorious Myſtery among the Gen- 
tiles, v. 25 26. and therefore of them only. 
Declaring alſo, that it was only a conditi- 


onal Election, by ſaying, and ou [Gen- 


tiles] bo were ſometimes alienated, from 
and Enemies in their minds [to God] by wick- 
ed works, yet now bath he reconciled, inthe body 
of his fleſh thro death, to preſent you [.to God] 
boly, and unblameable, and unreproveable in his 
fght, if you continue in the Faith grounded, and 
ſetled, and be not moved away from the hope of 
the Goſpel, Which Words contain an evident 
Suppoſition that they might do ſo; not- 
withſtanding their preſent Reconciliation 
to God, thro" the Death of Chriſt: In this 
ſenſe therefore he exhorts them, as th: 
Elect of God, to put on bowels of Mercy, Kind- 
neſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering, Chap. iii. 12. | £1 
34ly, When he ſaith to the Church of 
Theſſalonica, gathered out of the unbelieving 
Gentiles, I know your Election of God: for our 
Goſpel came to you ; not in Word only, but in 


Power, &c. this being no indication of an 
abſolute Election of the whole Body of 
them to Salvation; but only, that they 
| POD . Were 


v. 21, 223 
23. 


Chap. i. 7. 


34 Of the True Senſe 
DISC. were become the Church of God, as they 
II. are ſtyled in the Front of both Epiſtles, thro 
GYM Faith in Chriſt : Is it not hence evident, 
that he ſpeaks only of that Election, of 
_ which their embracing the Word preached, 
had given them a certain Knowledge, and 
not of that, of which he could have no 
ſuch Knowledge, without a ſpecial Reve- 
lation? When he adds in his 2d Epiſtle, 
Chap. iii. 13. that God had choſen them ar 
_ e&pyins from the beginning of the Goſpel-Reve- 
lation to the Gentiles, (which Import of theſe 
Words hath been eſtabliſhed already) this 
is a Demonſtration, that the Apoſtle ſpeak- 
eth there, not of their abſolute Election 
from all Eternity, but only of the temporal 
Election of them, to be his Church and 
People, thro” the Faith preached to them, 
and believed by them. 1 
4thly, Whereas the ſame Apoſtle faith, 
2 Tim. ii. 10. I ſuffer all things for the ſake of 
the Ele&, and ſtyles himſelf an Apoſtle accor- 
ding to the Faith of God's Elect, Tit. i. 1. 1 
freely do confeſs, I find no certain Chara- 
&er, to determine the ſenſe of the Word 
in theſe two places; but yet I think it rea- 
ſonable to conceive, he ſhould here uſe the 
Word, as he had uſed ir formerly thro'out 
the reſt of his Epiſtles. Moreover, it may 
deſerve. to be conſidered, that in the firſt 
place, he ſaith, I ſuffer all things for the Eleft, 
that they alſo may obtain Salvation thro Feſus 
Chriſt, with Eternal Life. Now, if you un- 
derſtand this of an abſolute, unfruſtrable 
1 Election 
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there 

Te AM, 
lectior 


TRE 
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e Election of ſo many individual Perſons to DISC. | 
ro Wl this Salvariom, it is not eaſy to conceive; II. i 
at, why the Apoſtie ſhould ſuffer ſo much, that eo 
of Wl they might obtain that Salvation, Which 8 1 
ed, WY the Decree of God had from all Eternity ' 


infallibly ordained them to obtain. And 


20 Wl laſtly, as for thoſe Words, Rev. xvit. 14. 
5 They that are with the Lamb, are called Elected, 
G 


faithful; it ãs not certain, whether St. Jobn 


peaks of: the Living or the Dead; theſe 

cue. lat being ſaid/to be 27 him, Rev. Xiv. 1. 

ile and 20 follow: him anbitberſde ver he goes, v. 4. 

ta but if he ſpeaks of the Living, they may be 

ak- thoſe, who being called to the Faith, em- 

tion braced it, and fo became dune by Kvgi 

oral I nes ve, a Church thro Faith in our Lord Feſus 

and Wi Crip, x Theſſ. i. x. and perſevering in that 

em, Faith, from which others had Apoſtatized, 

% Wt Worſhip the Beaſt, were faithful to 

uh, BY Caric: If the Expoſtion of theſe three pla- 

* 7 Wl c:5 cannor be contradicted, it. remains, chat 

©" chere is not one place in the whole New 
1 Teftament, which ſpeaks of an abſolute E- — 
ee ketion of any number of Perſons from Eter- 
d nity to Salvation. N 

To conclude : The Patrons of this Do- 

ethe BY arine, ſtyled Sublapſarians, all ſay, that this 

ou. Decree of Election was out of the lapſed 

17 af of Adam. Now the Holy Scripture 


15 ſpeaks frequently of an Election of the 
Lied, Jews, from and before all other Nations, 
Feſus and of an Election of the Gentiles, thro? 
Faith, out of that part of the World which 
. - Wcontinued Heathens; but tho'it once makes 
ction 1 | 2; oh fi 
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36 Of the True Senſe 
DISC. a compariſon, betwixt the Dammage all 
II. Men ſuſtain'd by the fall of Adam, and the 


benefits obtained by Believers thro” the 


Death of. Chrif ; yet, neither in the 014, 
nor in the Nen Teſtament, is there one 
Word, either expreſly mentioning, or inti- 
mating any Election of Perſons out of this 
lapſed Maſs, or leaving others inevitably 
to periſh-in it; which ſurely gives juſt rea- 
ſon to us to ſuſpe&, that neither ſuch an 
Election, or Reprobation ever was inten- 
ded by any thing contained in the Holy 
SOBER. — HE 
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DIS COUR SE III. 


Ne the Falſbood f theſe ſe 
two Aſſertions of Dr. 20S Ed- 
" wards, :..: - 
I. That God's Pere-knowledge depends 


on bis Decrees. © 
II. That God did from al Eternity, 


decree the Coun on. 97 all N Sins in 
ſh of orld, 


lection and Reprobation, hath 


wis, and Mr. Rutherford, which 


* deen in every Branch of them, and 


every Plea for them tranſcribed by him, 
fully confuted by Mr. Baxter, Strangius, and 
Dr. Stearne, and cenſured by them, I think 
very juſtly, as Haſpbemous Doctrines, and de- 


frucive 147 al _, The firſt of chem 1 
ths © 2 55 


Nrſt, a God's Be de- 
pends on his 690A and he knew all Fu- 
D 3 | dur ities, 


* H E Dy, in his Diſcourſs of E DISC. 
Eſpous'd two Opinions of Dr. ND 
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The Falſe Aſertions of 


DISC. turities, becauſe he had appointed either to 


III. 
— 


ſettion in the 


effect, or to permit them. For God, ſaith 
he, did not decree things, becauſe be fore- Knew 
them, but he fore-knew them, becauſe he decreed 
them. I ha een confuted this Af. 
Sixth Diſcourſe, g. 492. To 


what I have there ſaid, I add, 


f,, From this Doctrine it clearly fol. 


lows, that God hath decreed; that ho Man 


ſhall do either more Good, or leſs Evil 


than he doth; * becauſe it is impoſſible he 
ſhould do either more Good, or lefs Evil, 
than God knows hs will do. Yea, from 
the ſame Doctrine it follows, that no Man 
can will, or deſire to do any more Good, 
or to do it better than he doth ; or that a- 
ny Man ſhould Will to do any leſs Evil, 


or to doit with leſs Aggravations than he 


doth ; and ſo all Mens Sins, and all the Ag- 


gravations of them muſt be neceſſary, on 


the account of God's Decrees concerning 


the doing, or omitting; what,they ought 


EY # 4,"% 


not to do, or omit; and alſo muſt be done, 
As his Decrees are formed, according to the 
kounſel of his Will. Andithen to God's Enqui- 
TV, - why will ye Dye? Ezek. Xviii. 15. Why d 
my People provołe me to anger with their Graven 

Images? The proper anſwer muſt be this, 
becauſe thou Lord knoweſt, and therefore 

has decreed it ſhould be ſo. And to Gods 


queſtion to Pharoab, Exod. x. iii. How long 
wilt thou refuſe to let my People Go? and to all 
other queſtions, of like nature, diſperſed 
* 5 chro 


% 


Dr. 


thro' t 
Lord, 
creed 
knows 
which 
them f 
this TE! 
cauſe | 
ſary, t 
hath m 
Will te 
diculo1 
Man f| 
his Wi 
Man 1 
ſtandir 
7 
or Non 
ackno. 
ence O 
he hat 
Non-F 
termin 
becaul 
the Lib 
hath d. 
particu 
it; fot 
the Act 
creed, 
Act, h 
cannot 
Now 2 
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Lord, thou knoweſt, and therefore haſt de- 
knows that they will do the Evil freely, 


them for doing of it, this Doctrine ſuggeſts 
this reply, God therefore knows this, be- 
cauſe by his Decree he hath made it neceſ- 
ary, that they ſhould do it Freely, i. e. he 
hath made it neceſſary, that they ſhould 
Will to do it. In a Word, Is it not as ri- 
liculous, to. ſay God hath decreed that a 
Man ſhould Will to do what he dorh with 
his Will, as to ſay, God hath decreed that 
Man ſhould underſtand with his Under- 
ſtanding what he underſtands? 

adly, That God fore-knows the Futurition, 
or Non-Futurition of all human Actions, is 
acknowledged by all, who own his Preſci- 
ence of all future Contingencies ; but that 


Non-Futurition, by a Decreeimmediately 


becauſe ſuch a Decree doth plainly deſtroy 
he Liberty of thoſe Actions: For if God 
hath decreed, that a Man ſhall do ſuch a 
particular Act, he cannot avoid the doing 
It; for, faith the Dr. the Decree of God makes 


the Act neceſſarily future; and if God hath de- 


creed, that a Man ſhall not do-this or that 
Act, he cannot poſſibly do it; he therefore 
cannot exerciſe his Liberty in either caſe: 
Now a Liberty, whichcannot be exercis'd, 
nd over which 1 no Dominion, is 

1 4 2 


Dr. ] ohn Edwards Demonſtrated. 
thro' the Scripture, the proper Anſwer is, O DISC. 


which they do, and ſo may juſtly puniſh 


he hath not decreed their Futurition or 


terminated upon thoſe Actions, is evident, 


39. 
1 


creed how long. If it be here ſaid, Gd 


P. 125. 


DISC. as none at all. Hence the Actions of Chit. 


them, are not imputable to them, becauſe 


* Niſhment? The Strength of this Argu- 
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dren and Mad Men, tho' they Will to dg 


they have no Dominion over that Will. If 
then, after ſuch a Decree, a Man hath no 
Dominion over his Will, to act or notit 
act, why ſhould his acting or not acting 
be imputable to him, for Reward or Pu- 


ment is confirm'd by Diſcourſe tlie 4ch. Ml come 
34h), God knows not only what is Pu- that I 
ture, and will be, but alſo what is poſſible, ¶ he hac 
and may be, tho it will never be; there: that G 
fore he knows what he hath not decreed, in Kei. 
v. g. He knew that if David ſtayed in is, in 
Keilab, the Inhabitants of that City would Ml Will, 
have delivered him up to Saul, 1 Sam. xxiii. Decre 
12. And he knew alſo that David would liver | 
not ſtay in Keilab. He knew, that if Zede- ther I 
| kiab would have gone out to the Princes tion t 
of the King of Babylon, the City of Feruſa· ¶ of Go 
Jem ſhould not have been burnt with Fire, dition 
Fer. XXXVIIi. 17. and yet he knew that Ze- he be 
dekiab would not Go out to them, and theCi-M ſoulè 
ty would be burnt with Fire. He knew that Thing 
if thoſe Miracles had been done in Tyre and 0n the 
Sidon, which were done by Chrift in Chor- 5 no! 
Zin and Betbſaida, they would have repented ing Cond! 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, Matth xi. 21. and alſo End; 
knew that thoſe Miracles would not be pend 
done in Bie and Sidon. The firſt, in theſe 10n, 3 
three caſes, he muſt know, becauſe he had here { 
forecold them. The ſecond he muſt know alſo v 
becauſe they never came to pafs, and fo he fo be 


never 


jever 


to be accompliſhed; and he that Wills not 


Dr. John Edwards Demonſtrated. 41 
zever had decreed the firſt of theſe three DISC. 


things; for it is ridiculous, and repugnant 
to Divine Wiſdom, to decree that on con- 


dition ſhall be future, which he knows ne- 


ver will be future, and fo, according to 
this Aſſertion, muſt have decreed before it 
never ſhould be Future; this being a decree 
to this effect, I Will this ſhall be done up- 
ona Condition, which I will ſhall never 


come to paſs. . To ſay then, God knew 


that David would flee from Keilab, becauſe 


he had decreed he ſhould do ſo, and yet 


that God decreed, that if David remained 
in Keilab, the Kelites ſhould deliver him up, 
is, in effect, to make him ſay thus, If I 
Will, that David ſhall do what T will and 
Decree he ſhall not do, the Kelites ſhall de- 
liver him up.to Saul; and ſo in the two o- 
ther Inſtances. In a word, upon ſuppoſi- 
tion that all things happen by the Decree 
of God, he never could have made a con- 
ditional Decree about thoſe things, which 
he both knew and had Decreed never 
ſhould happen: For, where both the 
Thing decreed, andthe Condition, depend 
on the ſole Will of the Decreer, the Decree 
is not conditional . but abſolute, for the 
Condition is'the Medium for obtaining the 
End; when then the End and Means de- 
pend wholly on the Will of the ſame Per- 


ſon, 2s in the caſe of the divine Decrees is 


here ſuppoſed, he that Wills the End muſt 
alſo Will the Means, by which that End is 


the 


III. 
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| DIS C. the Means, Wills not the End to be accom. 


III. 


End conditionally; is only to ſay, he Wills 


in effect this, I Will, that ſuch a thing 


P. 154. 


abſolute, and, in effect, is only this, I De- 
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pliſhed by them. And to ſay he Wills the 


the End if he Wills it. And tho! the thing 
decreed, be decreed to be done, or not 
done, by the Will of.another ; yer if that 
Decree extends to the efficacious moving 
of another to Will that which ſhall produce 
the End, the Decree is abſolute, it being 


ſhall be done by ſuch means. If the Decree 
that ſuch a thing ſhall not be done, include 
alſo a Decree of not affording the means 
by which alone it can be done, it is alſo 


cree that ſuch a thing ſhall not be done: 
So that, according to this Doctrine, there 
can be no ſuch thing as a conditional De- 
cree of God in either of theſe caſes. The 
Doctor therefore is evidently out, when he 
maketh the firſt part of his Decree of Re- 
probation, viz. That Fudas ſhall be damned, 
Abſolute ; but the 2d, that hefhall be dam- 
ned for Sin, i. e. for not avoiding that, 
which his Decree of not giving him the aid 
neceſſary to that end, hath made impoſſible 
to be avoided by him, Conditional; for 
the Decree de non dando auxilium ad peccatum 


vitandum neceſſarium, being one part of the 


Decree of Reprobation, and that being ab- 
ſolute, the whole Decree muſt be ſo, and, 
inieffe&, be only this, I Will that Juda 
ſhall be damnd: For, as he who faith, 


you ſhall not have my Daughter unleſs you 


touch 
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ouch the Moon with your Finger, abſo- D IS C. 


the rely reſolves he ſhall not have her ; ſo he III. 
Vills no faith, ſuch a one ſhall not eſcape www. 
ning damnation, without abſtaining from that 
not Which my Decree makes it impoſſible for 

that Jim to avoid, abſolutely Decrees he ſhall 

ring Not avoid Damnation, and as abſolutely 

Ince Mecrees he ſhall Sin, as that he ſhall be 
„ 

ung i When he ſays again, That the Decree. 


Election is unconditional, but Salvation P. 95+ 9 


cree 

Iude k Eternal Life is decreed upon Conditions, and 

eans ain Qualifications requiſite in him that is to 
Saved: Seeing, he adds, That theſe Condi- 


ms of Salvation are comprix d in the Decrees of | 
lectiun, and are part it; and alſo, that 4 
eſe Conditions and Means are Decreed abſolute- I 
„ this again makes the whole Decree ab- 
lute: For, as he who decrees I ſhall. be 
ich, by receiving from him ſo much Mo- 


Re- Ney, and ſo much Land, as will make me 
ned, ich, abſolutely decrees I ſhall be Rich; 
am- he, who abſolutely decrees to produce 
hat, In me thoſe Conditions, which will un- 
aid Miiultrably procure. my Salvation, abſolute- 
ible y decrees, my Salvation. 


His 24 Aſſertion is this, . That God did P. 19% 


2 ww 


tum Im all 1 decree the Commiſſion. of all the 
the ins of the Wor „ becauſe bis permiſſvue Will s 
- ab- W's True and Real Will. And, ſo that whatſc- 
and, Mer Judas did in the Betraying of the Bleſſed 107. 
udas M eſus, va determined and fixed in the Eternal 
ith, I Decrees; and that this Pre- determination might 


ube effect, God decreed. to ſuffer the Jews 1 do 
h 
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Pi. 106. doubt, ſaith he, of their being determined um 


DIS C:whatſorver they would with Chriſt. Now thi 
HE permiſſive Will; being a true and real Will, God 
Www nut Willſ and Decree the Fews ſhould do 
. 108. whatſceyer they did with Chriſt. He adds 
that hate ver Outrage and Barbarities wes 

109 committed, either by the Jews or Gentiles, by 
the Magiſtrates or People, againſt our Bleſe] 

Tord and Saviour whilſt he m on Earth, we; 

all determined to be done. And laſtly , this Pe. 
miiſſion, ſaith he, extends to the moſt flagiting 
Act of the Wicked; for God hath decreed frm 
Eternity-to withbold bis -Gract, and good Spirit 
from theſe for ever.  Elſewherehe ſaith; Gf 
doth not Will Sin directly, that is, as it is vid- 
ous'or evil, but only as it may tend to ſome God, 
and if we'thus conſider ſinful Act ions, there is u 


all Eternity. Now, ſeeing all ſinful Actions 
muft/bs!commitred by thofervery individual 
Perſons;''whoſe Sins they are, this Decree 

from Eternity muſt be a Decree, that all 
cheſeandividual Perſons, ſhall in time, com- 

mit alli the Evil they do or can do. And 

2dly, That when they have ſinned according 

ro:this Dearee, he will bring Good out of 
their Sin; that is, dhe Will certainly damn 
then for it, as a Manffeſtation of his Juſtice 
for that is the only Good he deſigns to bring 
Now, This Opinion, ſaith Mr. Baxter, 
Cab. Ile. ſeems to me, to leave very little or no 
7. ca place for the Chriſtian Religion; it ma- 

7 1.54. , Place or the Ohrigigr Religion) 

* keth che Seripture Falfe Which ſpeaketh 
ſo much of God's hatred'and unwilling: 
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this neſs of Sin. 2. It maketh Sin ſo little odi- DISG 
30d ous, as being a Divine Off- ſpring, as tends III. 
do to leſſen Mens hatred of it. 3. It obſtruct ww 


ids, all our godly Sorrow, our Repenting of, 
vere or the Uſe of any means againſt Sin.“ He 
night have added, that it renders it impoſ- 
[ed able for wicked Men ever to hate, or to 
vere 


zyoid one Sin, or to have any godly Sor- 
Per row, or Repentance for it; God having de- 
ous creed, faith he, to withhold: his grace, and holy 
n Spirit from them for ever, 4. It will hardly 
ir let Men believe, that Chriſt came into 
C the World to ſave Men from their Sins, or 
iri· to deſtroy the Works of the Devil: Or, 
a 5thly, Thatſthere is any Hell; or, that 
; 1 God will damn Men for ever for that, 
which they did upon his Prevolition, or 
ons Predetermination r mh .6thly, It 
ual lt ſeemeth to give Satans Deſcription un- 
rce to God, and more; for Satan can but 
all tempt us to Sin, but they make God ab- 
m- oolutely to Will that it be, and Phyſically 
\nd Mito Predetermine us to it. In fine, h. 
ing chargeth it with Blaſphemy, ?, for charging 
to God to be much more the cauſe of all for- 
mu bidden acts of Wickedneſs than Men or 
ice; Devils are, and then Damning chem for - 
ing it; and for putting God into the ſnape f 
(che Devil, and Painting him odious to 
vrer, , human nature, chat Men may not love 
no him.“ And all this, and much more, would 
ma- be as eaſily prov'd as ſaid, had we not to 
eth deal with Adverſaries, who can hardly be 
ing. charg'd with worſe Abſurdities, than their 
©1971 | own 
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DI 8 G. own + Aſfertion do, at firſt view, wand 

III. totheJudicious Reader; as will be evident 
— if we here conſider, chat i it is here Dogmat 
cally aſſerted, That God Decrees not on 


n 8 . ; 1 N > — 
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in Chap. vii. 31. Chap. xix. 65 and the plain 
a 


by them, chat they were abominable to 
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to perbit Sin, by not laying his reſtrain 
ing Power on the Sinner, but by fuch x 
Permiſſion, as includes a true and real yl. 
that he hath Decreed, the very Act he hath 
forbidden under the ſevereſt Penalties; 
ſhould be done by thoſe very Men he ſo ſe; 
verely hath forbid to do it, and is reſolyed 
to puniſh with everlaſting Deſtruction fo 
doing it. And laſtly, That what he hath 
thus Decreed may unfruſtrably come 10 
. he alſo hath Decreed, to withhold 
rom them that Aſſiſtance, without which 
tis impoſſible for them to avoid the Com- 
miſſion of. that Sin, for which they ſhall 
eably be Damn dc. 
Now, (t,) This Doctrine i 18 confute 
thoſe Scriptures, which ſay, bis People di 
That evil, which neuer came into his mind o 
beart, 80 Jer. XXxii They have built the 
high places of Baal, 22 are in the valley if 
the ſon F Hinnon, to cauſe their ſons and daug)- 
ters * through the' fire to Moloch, which 
commanded them not, neither came it into m 
mind, that: they ſhould Ao this | abomination" t0 
cauſe ſe Fudab 15 in. Thelike Words are found 


ort of them is Mn: That he was fo far 
from being willing they ſhould be done 


_ when done by them. Now, is * 
Ible, 


— 


— 
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co Whible, chat thoſe very Actions, which God DISC. 
al ad from Eternity Decreed to be done by III. 
bem, and which his Counſel had appoin- www 
* unfruſtrably to be done by theſe Per- 

an ons, ſhould be the very Actions which ne- 

+ er came into his mind? 3 


24h, Thou art, faith the Pſalmiſt, a God, 
o chaphetz, & $5awy dyouizy, non volens ini- 
itatem, not willing iniquity. Where it is 
bſerv'd by a Profeſſor of the Hebrew 
Tongue, that Chapbatx ſignifies chiefly to 
Vill, and therefore is, above ſixty times, 
render'd N and-Bxoer, and but twice 
y; but Ahal ſignifies to Love and Af- 


P. 55. 


ender d «yande and piav. In the Prophet 
[ach God twice complains,” That his People 
id evil before his eyes, and choſethe things which 
E would not have done, Iſaiah Ixv. 12. IXvi. 4. 


ire: bateth all the workers of iniquity, faith the 

amiſt, He loveth be s, and bateth 
47 ckedneſs ; the wicked, and bim that loveth 
e olence, bi ſoul bateth, Pſ. xi. 5. Xlv. 7. And 


hen the Fes fell off from him, to ſerve 
nd burn Incenſe to the Idols of the Hea- 
bens, be ſent unto them his Prophets, ſaying, Ab 
h not this abominable thing which 1 hate, Jer. 


£| of F any 
ir. 34. And it is very frequently decla- 
oy red in the Seripture, That ſueh and fuch 
lain bings done by his People, were an abomi- 
orion to the Lord. Now theſe Sayings are 
lone contrary to a Decree and Will of God, 
e to chat all theſe evil Actions ſhould be done 


by them, as is Light to Darkneſs: For, 
| | Iſt. Seeing 


ect, and ſo is by the Septuagint generally % 
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Dr. John Edwards Demonſtrated. 4.9 
omit. Now if this Will of Precept be to DISC. 
this Effect, this I would have done, this III. 
left undone; and this Precept concerns as 
well Reprobates as the Elect, it ſo evident- 

y ſhews two contrary Wills in God: thatꝰ tis 
impoſſible to avoid the Inference, if this be 

not the Import of them to thoſe Repro- 

bates, they cannot ſin by Violation of 

them, and ſo cannot deſerve puniſhment 

upon that account. 13 

2dly, Hence it follows, That God wills 

Evil to be done by all that do it, more ef- 
fectually, than either Wicked Men or Wo- 

men, or all the Devils in Hell can do, ſince 

they can only tempt and allure, perſwade 

and excite us to do the Phyſical Act, they 

would have done, and from the doing of 

which, the Sin immediately and inevitably 

reſults, but cannot lay upon us a neceflity 

to do that Act; whereas the Decree and 
Counſel of God's Will, That ſuch an Evil 

Action, or ſuch a Phyſical Action, from 

which Iniquity inevitably andimmediately 

reſults, ſhould be done, leaves all Men un- 

der a neceſſity of doing that very Evil, 

which he hath decreed to be done. 

This, I confeſs, in the Dr's Account, is Th 
no Abſurdity: For, ſaith he, It is not the p 125. 
Neceſſity of Sinning, that maketh God the Author © 
Fit; but it is the perſonal Acting of it, that 
gives the Denomination to the Author of it, and 
that is not God but Man; the Man acts freely, 

« it 3s an att of his own, and from bu Will; 
and thence it is, that he is the Author of the Sin 
E 


commit= 


50 
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D ISE. committed, but God onl determines, that ſuch s the Dec 


III. Sin ſhall be in the World. 
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Reply. Seeing Whatever Sin is in the 
World, muſt be done by ſuch à particular 
Man, and be his perſonal Action, that De- 
cree, which makes the evil Action neceſ. 
ſary to be done by that particular Perſon, 
muſt be in a moral ſenſe the Author of it, 
from whomſoever the Action phyſically 


will to do, that, which neceſſitates the 


it. And ſeeing Men contract the Guilt of 
anothers Action, by perſwading and exci- 
ting him to do it, tis ſure unreaſonable to 
ſay, that he who lays a neceſſity on him to 
do it, ſhould not alſo make it his Action: 
For, when we ſay, That ſuch a Doctrine 
makes God the Author of Sin, we do not 
mean, that it makes God a Sinner, or one 
that contracts Guilt, but only that it makes 
him the chief Cauſe of that Action, which 
in Man is Sin; and this Charge ſuppoſeth 
a perſonal Action done by Man, but done 
fo only, that actar agit, 1. e. he doth it ſo, 
as being cauſed by God to do it; and ſure- 
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ould be done by Man, cauſeth it to be 
done by him. In a word, either without 
this Decree of God, the Man would lit 
under a neceſſity of doing the ſinful Action, ſt then 
or he would not; if he would, without it, cording 
lie under this Neceſſity, the Decree is nei: redete 
leſs and ſuperfluous; if he would not, wy us, we 
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che Decree the cauſe that it is neceſſary 
o be done by him. 2dly, Whereas the 


the WH. ſaith, the Man acts freely, as it is an At of 
lar ion, and from his Will, this is only to ſay, 


at Man ſins with his Will, as he muſt do, 


1 


DISE: 


III. 


Gann" 
uw 


ef. he fin at all, and that he doth not againſt 
on, is Will, will to do Evil, or will, and not 
it, ill Evil at the ſame time. But notwith- 
ly anding, if the Decree of God neceſſitates 
ui be Man to be willing to ſin, it cauſeth / 
the iim to ſin, tho' willingly, and ſo the 
do Win proceeds from God, as the firſt: Cauſe, 
of Wrcmoving him to do it, and from Man 
ci-Wauſed to will, and do it by God. I have 
to Whore fully confuted this Doctrine in my 
to ourth Diſcourſe, and ſhew'd it to be pure 
MN: 


aragement to it, p.273. 


Argument 3. Thirdly, If God wills all the 


ne | 
kes in be done, that is done in the World, 
iche muſt not only by our Lord, be taught 


ſo, pray, That his Father's Will wright be done 
re- on Earth, and with great reaſon; for 
\ 4 hc Will of God is always good, and there- 
be {Wore always meet to be done, and by doing 
out t, we do his Pleaſure, and ſo it muſt be 
lie Milo fir, that we ſhould pray it may be done: 
on, if then every ſinful Act we do, is done ac- 
it, cording to the Counſel of bis Will, and his 
ed- Predetermination, that it ſnould be done by 
cn Ius, we may lawfully pray, and therefore 


2 will, 


0 pray. that we may ſin, but alſo that it 
good to fin ; for Chriit hath taught us 


wbiſm ; but this, ſaith the Dr. is no Diſ- 
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Dr. 
DISC. will that we may do it; and ſeeing, if we may Wl 4rgu 
III. lawfully will to do a thing, we may lay. futuro, 
CY fully do all that is neceſſary, on our parts, ures t 
to fulfil that Will, if that Will be, that the might | 
ſinful A& ſhould be done by us, 


| f e may fin by 
lawfully will the doing of it, and fo ma then, i 
lawfully will the fin. Again, We ougtt i not fins 
to pray that we may not Sin, and that we which! 
may be preſerv'd from all Evil, and af bad de 
that others may be preſerved from it 3 th not ha 
being one of the Petitions, we daily putupſi then m 
to Cod, in the Lord's Prayer, for our ſhould 
felves and others. Therefore, according toll that Aa 
this Doctrine, we ought to pray, That to fin, 
the Will of God may not be done, tho' we he had. 
know beforehand, that God hath determi made 1 
ned each ſinful Act in particular, that i 


him, o 

or ſhall be to be done. Leg i 
. . ; den Fri 

. _ Argument 4. Fourthly, According tothif ſin, co 
Doctrine, we muſt both obey, and tran his beit 
greſs the Will of God, by the ſame inf if ir ha: 
ction ; tranſgreſs it, becauſe Sin, intht ſos for 
formal Nature of it, is a Tranſgreſſion me god 
his holy Will; obey it, becauſe it is th In a 
Doing of his Will. Again, God, by to aom of 
bidding Sin, laysan Obligation on us no Co-at 
to do it, and therefore we ought not to di overthr 
it; God therefore wills that we ought nc courſe, 
to do it; but yet he wills that we do will avoid t 
he decrees we ſhall do, and ſo muſt wi Men, d 
that we ſhould do what he wills we dug ance v 
not to do. eee | may : 
| not lie 
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na Argument 5, What God may decree de DIS C. 
aw. fururo, he may reveal to any of his Crea- III. 
ts, tures that he hath decreed, and fo he 


the might have revealed to Adam, that he ſhould 
nyo fin by Eating the Forbidden Fruit: And 
nay ol then, if Adam willed thus to fin, he had 
gde not finned , becauſe he willed that only, 
weg which he knew the Counſel of God's Will 
had decreed he ſhould. will; if he would 
not have ſinned he had ſinned, for he 
then muſt know, it was God's Will that he 
ſhould fin. Now ſure it is abſurd to ſay, 
that Adam had ſinned, by being unwilling 
to ſin, and that by being. willing to ſin, 
he had finned. Again, Eitherthis Decree 
made known to Adam, might have pleaſed 
him, or not; if it had pleaſed him, he muſt 
have ſinned before his Eating the Forbid- 
den Fruit ; for the Decree, that he ſhould 
ſin, could not have pleaſed him, without 
his being pleaſed with the Sin decreed ; 
if it had not pleaſed him, he had Sinned al- 
ſo; for he is wicked, that is diſpleaſed with 
the good Will of God made known to him, 
In a word, The Diſcourſe of the Free- 
dom of the Will of Man, not only from 
Co- action but Neceflity, fundamentally 
overthrows this Opinion. And the Diſ- 
courſe, that God allows means ſufficient to 
avoid that Sin, for which he will condemn 
Men, does it by an immediate conſequence, 
ſince what J have ſufficient means to avoid, 
{ may ayoid; and what I may avoid I can- 
not lie under a neceſſity to do. | 
SEE Tt 
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DISC. It remains, that I conſider how the D- 


III. endeavours to evade the ſtrength of theſe Anſwe 
wa Arguments. And then, that I proceed toto Sins 
Anſwer the Arguments he hath produced. not doi 
to confirm theſe two Aſſertions. Lone, 2. 
5 | . 1 ic abſolut 
Hirt, He thinks it a plain Reſolution of the making 
P. 103. Difficulties, to ſay, that God wills the Being 2dly, He 
Sin, or that Sin 142 be; but he wills not Sin 0 a forbic 
as Fo approve of it in its own Nature. : to the ( 
F ; immedi 
Anſwer 1. God ſurely muſt approve of doing t 
that, which fulfils the Counſel of bis Will; if He tha 
therefore Sin be the Fulfilling of his Wil, Ml as it 5 
he muſt will it with a Will of Approbati * an e 
on: Moreover, an Action is formally plex MW alone. 
ſing to God, and conſequently is approv'd din, As 
by him, as it is a doing of his Will, whence he dot 
they, who do ſo, are ſaid to do bis pleaſure, v B he 
pleaſe God, and to walk before him in all vel br CA 
pleaſing. They then who make Sin, ic. the Hr. I bein 
olation of bis Law by any Man, to be thedo- Evil, 
ing of that, whichthe Counſel of his Will only « 
had before determined to be done by him, il _ ; 
muſt make that alſo to be doingwhat is plea- 340 
ſing to him, and approved by him; and to or dere 
ſay, he wills Sin for other ends than Manys dom 1 
nor to ſay þe wills it leſs, but only that he I Sea, 
wills it from another Motive than Man doth. ceſſary 
24h, God, faith the Dr. doth not abſolutth ( . © 
1314, and ſimply will any Sin, as it is barely an evi dn 
Action ; but he wills and concurs to the Action, ſins, 
as it is a meer Phyſical Action. | OT as 


Al 
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> Dr WE 
delt Anſwer. The Dr. owns, that he concurs 
d to 


ced, WM not doing an Action which ought to be 


done, and that by witholding that aid, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to the doing it, and ſo by 
the, WY making that Sin of Omiſſion neceſſary. 

24h, He that concurs to the Commiſſion of 
a forbidden Act, as it is Phyſical, concurs 
to the Commiſſion of the Sin, which Th 
immediately and neceſſarily reſult from the 
of doing that forbidden Action. And 34), 

He that ſays, God doth not will Sin barely, 
as it is an evil Action, owns that he wills it 
ati. as an evil Action, tho' not on that account 


55 


DISC 


III. 


to Sins of Omiſſion, which are only the: 


«x alone. And laſtly, to ſay. he doth not will 


val Sin, as it is an evil Action, is only to ſay, 


ce he doth not will, malum ſub ratione mali 3 that 
is, he doth not will it ſo as no Man doth, 
or can will it; for whatſoever is appetible 
being only ſub ratione boni, to will Evil as 


only can be willed ſub ratione boni. 


34ly, God, ſaith the Dr. wills Sin, as it is 
ordered by his overruling Providence and Wiſ- 
dom to good Ends; and thus, tbo Sin be nat 
good, yet that there ſhould be Sin is good, yea, ne- 


ceſſary. 


Anſw. 1, This I abſolutely deny, aſſer- 
ting, That God only wills, that when Man 
ſins, he will, by his own good Providence, 
order his Sin to ſome good Ends; and that 


E 4 he 


Evil, is to will that ſub ratione mali, which 


5 


56 The Falſe Aſſertions of 
DISC. he doth not will that Man ſhould fin, that 
III. he may do ſo. 24h), To ſay that it is good 
tat there ſhould be Sin, is, in Effect, to 


P. 112. 


Dr. Jo 


Dr, triu 
will ſnev 


ſay, It is evil to forbid that Sin ſhould be I. Th 
altho it cannot be, if it be not forbidden; Ml ry of the 
for Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of a Law, for. Ml derermi! 
bidding it; and to. forbid that ſhould be nor is it 
which is Good, is Evil. He adds, : in or 
That Evil ſhould be in the World, is uſu, Wl and decr 
and therefore God can will it as fuch ; be will, MM tributes, 
it, becauſe it is conducible to God's Glory, and, Wl depreci 
the Welfare of Mankind: It conduceth to God. neſs an 
Glory, becauſe the Glory of Divine Mercy, Tu. Mercy. 
ſtice, and Wiſdom, is diſpla re 407 


d in this Permiſſun, 
i. e. this true and real Willing of it. 


Anſwer. This only is to ſay, That God 
hath a Deſign and End in willing Sin, 
which Man hath not; Man willing it out 
of Love to Sin or Enmity to God; whereas 

_ God wills it for the Manifeſtation of the 
Glory of his Attributes, but doth not ſay, 
or prove, that God wills not Sin as really 
8 as Man doth. Moreover, this 
Love of Sin, or Enmity to God, is but one 
of their Sins, which, they ſay, God both 
wills, and determines to be done. 24, 
Then ſhould Man ſin for the fame Ends, 


N — 22 cnet o i. * 141 
a - PRs Kaſs S Gas * 7 . 1 TT 
\ \ l =: ; No 7 . « 2 g g * = SY — 4 
r 5 2 * Dr 3 2 
- 2 D's n r — — — Nr . — * 2 La * ” 2 þ Ag 2 p 
a — Senn — - dy = MM. - 1 * * WE n ur 4 / . „ V 
Do — . 2 > : - - N . — 
2 —— 2 5 — — - ; * - 2 — * 
* — — I ” am * 


— * * 1 
e ——— 
1 — ͤ—— 
— = * — ä * 
— - = — 


for which God wills his Sin, viz. That the 
Glory of God might be manifeſted in the 
Pardon or Puniſhment of Sin: He would 
will to fin only,as it is good and uſeful that 
his Sin ſhould be done. But becauſe, the 

Dr. 
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v criumphs in this vain Imagination, IDISC. 


dd will ſhew, 15 III. 
to i N ; ELL A 
e, I. That God doth not manifeſt the Glo- 


1: q of theſe Attributes by willing Sin, and 
r- WM derermining that it ſhall be done by Man; 
xe, nor is it neceſſary, that he ſhould thus will 

it, in order to all or any of theſe Ends. And 
II. That this Aﬀertion, That God wills 
nnd decrees Sin for the Manifeſtation of thoſe At- 
Is Wl tributes, doth manifeſtly tend to vilify and 
to WM depreciate the Glory of God's Juſtice, Holi- 
's WH neſs and Wiſdom, his Goodneſs, and his 
1. Mercy. . e 
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And firſt, I ſay, God doth not manifeſt 
the Glory of theſe Attributes, by willing 
ol Sin, and decreeing that it ſhall be done by 
in, Men: Nor is it neceſſary, that he ſhould 
ut thus will it, in order to all, or any of theſe 
25 Ends: For, „ 
he 1 /f, It is not Sin, but the Puniſhment of 
y, it which tends to the Manifeſtation of God's 
ly WI Juſtice. It is not Sin, but the Pardon of 
nis it, when done, or the Prevention of it, 
ne when not done, which tends to the Mani- 
th Wl feſtation of his Goodneſs and Mercy. It 
, is not Sin, but the way of procuring the 
ds, Pardon of it, by which God glorifies his 
he WM Wiſdom. 5 
he If it be ſaid, That the Sin of Man is at 
ald leaſt conditio ſine qua non of the Manifeſtation 
nat of theſe Attributes, I deny that alſo, and 
he Wl make this evident. 1%, Becauſe God ma- 

TEE | nifeſted 
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DIS C. nifeſted his Juſtice even to Men, by 'the 
III. Puniſhment of fall'n Angels, revealed to 
chem. He doth it alſo, by declaring in 
his Word of Truth, That he will deal with 

all Men according to their Works. He 
manifeſts his Goodneſs by every a& f 
Bounty and Kindneſs, and every Act of hi 

good Providence, and manifeſted it alfy, 

by. confirming the good Angels in their 

happy State. He alſo manifeſts both his 
Goodneſs and Mercy, as well in preven- 

ting the Sin and Miſery of Man, as in re. 
moving the Effects of them; for tho' Mer. 

cy relate to Miſery, it is as well to poſſible 

Miſery prevented, as to exiſtent Miſery 
removed. Laſtly, He manifeſted his Wiſ- 
dom in the Creation of the World, and 

doth. it daily, in all the 'Diſpenſarions of 

his Providence relating to the Good of 

Man and Beaſts; for all his 2yorks are done in 

Wiſdom. - He alſo could have manifeſted his 
Goodneſs in the Prevention of the Sin of 

Adam and his Poſterity, from all the Mi- 

ſeries it brought upon them. Whence it 5 
evident, That it is not neceſſary, that God 

mould manifeſt the Glory of all theſe At- 
tributes, in all the ways in which he can 
magifeſt chem, and therefore not in the 


Willing of Sin, that he might manifeſt 


them. 

In fine, The Glory of theſe Attributes, 
might, more agreeably to Divine Purity, 

have been manifeſted, by leaving Man to 
the Liberty of a free Agent in ber a 


Dr.] 
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Tryal, than by Willing and Predeter- DIS C. 
mining the Sin of Man in order to that III. 
End, or by a bare Permiſſion, that is, non. 


impeditio of Sin, without any poſitive Wil- 
ling or Decreeing, which made the evil 
Action neceſſary to be done. I confeſs, 
the Dr. expreſly ſays, that God's Permiſſion 
of Sin, and his Decreeing and Willing of 
Sin are the ſame; and this he attempts to 
prove by this Argument. 
That Permiſſion is an Act of bis Wil; for it 
must be either an Act of his Will, or an AG a- 
gainſt his Will, there being no Medium betwixv 


theſe : They will not ſay, that it is againſs bis 


Will, for one Act of God cannot be againſt ano- 
ther ; therefore they muſt 4 "tis an Act of bis 
Mill. Now to this miſerable Stuff, weak 
in every part, 5 


I Anſwer, 1/f, That this Permiſſion is 


not an Act of God's Will, terminated upon 


Sin, but upon himſelf, or upon his Power, 
or a Will not to exert his Power, to re- 


ſtrain the doing of it by others; and ſo it 


cannot ſignify his Will, and much leſs his 
Decree, that the Sin be done by others; 
but only his Will, not to reſtrain the Man 
from doing it: Should one adviſe with the 


Dr. whether he ſhould do ſuch an Act, or 


not, and the Dr. ſhould anſwer, I ſhall give 
you no Advice in the Caſe, do as you wil; if 
the Man did that Action, could he ſay, he 
did it according to his Will; and would * 


N 
I 


 . DISC. Dr. think he had proved this, by ſaying 
III. either he had done that Act according 10 
his Will, or againſt his Will? | 


bo be Falſe Aﬀertiins of 


12 'Logicians 
do not fay, That inter disjunctiwas propeſii. 
ones non datur medium, but only that, ut wg 
ſit nilul debet eſſe medium, aut tertium aſſg- 
nabile, now here is plainly a third thing 
aſſignable, even the Dr's Will, to leave the 
Man to his aan ene 

2dly, Whereas the Dr. adds, That we 
cannot ſay that Sin permitted was done a. 
gainſt the Will of God; becauſe one Atof 
_ God cannot be againſt another. Let him 
know, that God's Will to permit Sin, muſt, 
in the nature of it, be always, and of ne- 
ceſſity, againſt his Will of Precept; for 


Sin being a Tranſgreſſion of his Preceptie 


Will, did he not forbid it, it would foſcits 
Name. And therefore may, and muſta 
Man in this caſe, act againſt God's Precep- 
tive Will, by doing that which he permits, 
becauſe his Preceptive Will is always 2. 
gainſt doing the forbidden Act, but his Per. 
miſſive Will is only againſt his own hin- 
dring the Act. And the Pr. is here ſo un- 
happy, asc by this Dilemma, plainly to con- 
fute his own Doctrine; for, if Gods Per- 
miſſion of Sin be a true and real Will, ter- 
minated upon Sin, and rendring it neceila- 
ry tobe done by him, by whom it is done; 
and his Preceptive Will be a Will, that the 
forbidden Act ſhould not be done, and 102 
Will againſt the doing the ſame Act; that 
Act, if done, - muſt according to * Do- 

| 353 Tine, 


Nat 


Ladd, That this Suffering and Winking 
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grine, be a ſinful Act, committed bothaccor- DIS C. 
ding to, and againſt the Will of God. Now III. 
iftheſe Wills be not the ſame, there muſt be 
two contrary Wills in God: It they be the 

fame, God by the ſame Act of his Will 

muſt make the ſinful Act neceſſary to be 

done by the ſame Man, and yet not only 

will it ſhould not be done by him, but 

even will, to puniſh him erernally.-for do- 

ing it. When therefore the Dr. ſaith, p.xxr. Li. 
of this poſitive permiſſion weread in Acts Xiv.16. 7 
In times paſt, God ſuffered all Men to 9 
* walk in their own ways, and in Chap. 
* xvii, 30. The times of this Ignorance he win- 
* ked at; for this Suffering and Win- 1 
king are Acts of God, and therefore muſt "i 
© be Acts of his Will; for all his Acts ars N 
© {uch, unleſs we will ſay he acts in volunta- 
© ily.” To what hath been already ſaid, 


are not poſitive Acts of God, but rather 
Suſpenſions of his acting, implying only, 
that he had ſent them no Prophets to in- 
ſtruct them better, had given them no po- 
ſitive Revelation of his Will, no written In- ; 
ſtructions to direct them in the way in 
which he would be worſhipped, as he be- 
fore had done by the Fews, and now did 
to them, by the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
to make the Gentiles obedient in word and . 
And to ſay farther, That God, by ſuffe- 
ring and winking at the Heathens walking in 
their ways, Poſitively will'd and decreed, 
that they ſhould do all the Idolatry, _ 
| | "=> = 
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DISC. all the other Sins mentioned as done by 


them, Rom. 1. x, 2. is to ſay, That he wil. 


led chey ſhould do thoſe things, for which 


they were dννννννẽ,epſit bout excuſe ; and 
yet to put this Apology into their mouths, 
Lord, we have done all theſethings accor- 
ding to thy Will; for M our Sin had been abſo- 
lutely againſt thy Will, thou wouldeſt bave hin- 
dred the Being Fit; as the Dr. argues p.104, 
Now, if this'be a good Argument, then no 
Man, by Sinning, doth the thing that God 
would hot have done ; becauſe God hinders 
not his doing of it; and why then dothhe 


ſay ſo often, his People did tbe things,wbich he 


would not have done by them; or Chrif, 
That be would have gathered Feruſalem, and ſhe 
would not be gathered, Matt. xiii. 37. By the 
Dr's Arguments I will prove, That God 
would have done, what he ſaith he would 
not have done; for it is in fact certain, he- 
hinders not, what he ſaith he would not 
have done; if then he hinders the doing 
that, which is againſt his Will, and yet 


hinders not what he would not have done, 
the doing of it cannot be againſt his Will, 


and ſo, by the Dr's Dilemma, it muſt be ac- 


51 to his will that it be done. And 
8 7 1 


I proceed to 


5 Propoſition the ſecond 37 hat this Aſſer- 


tion, That God wills and decrees the 
Commiſſion. of Sin, for the Manifeſtation 


of the Glory of theſe Attributes tends to 


vilify, and depreciate the Glory of God's 


_ Juſtice, 


Dr. ] 
Juſtice, 
Goodne 
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Juſtice, Holineſs and Wiſdom, and of his DISC. 


Goodneſs and Mercy. And 


1, It lays a foul Imputation upon the 
Juſtice of God: For, (1f,) could it be 
ſaid, That God obligeth a Man to fin, all 
Men would grant, that he was unjuft in 
puniſhing him for that Sin? But to will, 
that he ſhall neceſſarily Sin is more unjuſt; 
ſeeing to will Sin, ſo that it ſhall neceſſa- 
rily come to paſs, is more than to will 
only to oblige him to ſin ; as to will that 
a Man ſhould be good, with an efficacious 
and unfruſtrable Will; is more than to 
will chat he ſhall be obliged to be good, 
it being too frequently, that we do fru- 
ſtrate the Obligations, which. God lays 
upon us to be good : So to oblige a Man 
to do Evil, is leſs, than efficaciouſly to will 


II. 


that he ſhall do Evil; but if God decrees, 


that a Man ſhall do that very Action, which 

is evil, he efficaciouſly wills he ſhould do 

wm Ergo, and ſo he wills the Man ſhould, 
expril. N N -0 | 


24h, The Juſtice of God obliges him to 


puniſh Sinners; nor can hepuniſh them for 
any thing but the Tranſgreſſion of his Law, 
that is, for Sin. If then the Will of God be 


this, that Man ſhould fin, i. e. ſhould do that 


Action, which renders him 'obnoxious to 
Puniſhment, that he may glorifie his Juſtice, 
he wills, that he might ſin; that he might 
have occaſion to puniſh him; and becauſe 
puniſhing the Sinner with eternal Death, 
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the chief act of his vindictive Juſtice, he 


III. muſt chiefly will, that he may puniſh hi 
GY WV with eternal Death : And why then = 


he ſwear by his own Life, That he woul] 
the death of him that dyes, and ſay by S. iy 


rer, That bets long-ſuffering to us-ward, not being 
| willing, that any one ſhould periſh. 


In fine, Did ever any juſt Judge will, 


that any Man ſhould offend, that he might 


P. 114. 


have an occaſion to condemn him to 
Death; or doth he ever puniſh any Man, 
for doing that which he willed he ſhould 
do, and made inevitably neceſſary for him 
to do? And ſhall we aſcribe ſuch an Ad 
of Juſtice to the Righteous Judge of all 
Men, which no earthly Judge thought fit 
ever to do, and which, if it were done, all 
Men would condemn as the higheſt Inju- 
tice, and the moſt execrable Iniquity ? - 


But here the Dr. faith, the Fuſtice of God 
is manifeſt in the Decreeing of Sin; becauſe be 
puniſheth Men with their own Sins, Thus the 
Pſalmiſt prays, that Sin may be the penalty of 
Sin, by ſaying, Pſalm Ixix. 27. Let them adi 
iniquity unto iniquity. We find Idolatry puniſhed 
with Luſt and Uncleanneſs, Rom. i. 23, 24, 
26. which is called the recompenſe of their erru, 
v. 27. That ſome Sins are the puniſhments of 
others, is clear from 2 Theſſ. ii. 1x. For this 
cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, thai 
they ſhould believe a lye, that they all might bt 
damn d abo believed not the truth, but had ples- 
ſure in anrighteouſneſs, a 


Anſw. 
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Anſw. To this I anfwer, (1ſt,) That it DISC, 
is evident to the plaineſt reaſon, that Sin, III. 
properly ſo called, can never be the Pu. 
niſhment of Sin: (xf,) Becauſe all Puniſh- | 
ments, being from God, muſt be juſt, and 
whatſoever is juſt is good ; that Sin there- 
fore, which is the Puniſhment of Sin, muſt 
be a juſt and good Sin. (2.) All Puniſh- 
ment inflicted by God, is the Action of a 
juſt Judge, proceeding from his holy Will, 
and from his Hatred of the Sin he puni- 
ſheth; whereas Sin can never be the Action 
of a juſt and righteous God, proceeding : 
from his holy Will, nor can he be ſuppoled 
to hate his own Offspring. (34ly,) By Sin 
ft all Men deſerve Puniſhment 5 but no Man 
11] WJ can deſerve Puniſhment for being puniſhed, 

u- (4 ,) By Puniſhment ſome ſatisfaction is 
made for Sin; but no Man can make ſa- 

tisfaction for a paſt Sin by another Sin. 

h,) To make a thing properly and for- 

e mally a Puniſhment of any Perſon for his 

„ein, three things, ſaith Biſhop Saunderſon, 

A sre neceſſary; (1.) Thar it be painful and Serm. 3. 

11 grievous to ſuffer. (2.) That it be inflicted 9 K 

of or ſome Fault, (3.) That it be involunta-*** 9 

ry, and againſt the Sufferer's Will; but no 

T, din can be thus involuntary, for if it be 

of Cone at all, it muſt be an Act of his Will, 

or he muſt will to do it. „ 
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be If it be ſaid, That one Sin may be the 
Cauſe of withrawing God's Grace and ho- 
ly Spirit from him, which being wich: 
ty RE drawn 
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ſtanding, may the next moment ceaſe to 
be willing to fin on, and ought to be ſo; 
and when he ceaſeth to will ro ſin, God 
will ceaſe to withdraw his Grace; for 
God {till requires theſe: Men 7o ceaſe to d. 
evil, and moves them ſo to do, by his Pro- 
miſes of Pardon, and of receiving them to 
his Grace and Favour upon their doing ſo; 


and therefore, ſaith Biſhop Brambal, he ne- 


ver forſakes his Creature ſo far, but that 


he may by Prayer, and good Endeavours, 
obtain the Aid of God's Grace, either to 
prevent, or remove Hardneſs of Heart; ſo 
that, on this account, no Man lies under a 
1 of ſinning any longer than he 

And God, by thus enjoyning, ex- 


will, 


horting, alluring him by Promiſes, and 
ö ; To _ 


66 | Dr.] 
DIS C.drawn, the Man will be under a neceſlity I cercifyi: 
III. to add Sin to Sin. I anſwer, i a 
n, That in this caſe, the Will of Man -— h 
{till continuing, either actually, or virtu- lity thu 
ally inclined to Sin, is the efficient Cauſe of (Ml dg. 
Sin, per ſe; the Subſtraction of Graces 12. ; 
only the meritorious and accidental Cauſe Ml ? dl 
of it: Now theſe Cauſes, ſay the Metaphy- A pu 
ſicians and Schoolmen, do not produce the new 8. 
Effect themſelves, but that which they ate I his Wil 
— 7070 to, that is, the corrupt and perverſe being | 
ill of Man, from whom this Grace i; againſ 
then withdrawn. | perſrſts 
2dly, T add, That this improper Cauſe ted Ac 
lays no Neceſſity on any Man, who is 20 every 
preſent in a ſtate of Tryal, to continue in a new 
Sin for one moment; becauſe he, notwith- ¶ new 8 


Man, 
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Man, as the efficient proper Cauſe of it, 
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rercifying him by Threats, from continu- DISC. 
ing - 5 * e demonſtrates, III, 
That he hath not deprivedhim of his Abi 
lity thus to will, as hath been largely pro- 
ved, Diſc. 4. Chap. x. Set. 3. P. 310, 311, 
312. And therefore, | 0 
zah, J add, That God, in this caſe, doth. 
not puniſh one Sin by another ; but the 
new Sin of Man, for his continuance in 
his Will to ſin, even for another moment, 
being by God forbidden; this continuance 
againſt God's Prohibition, as long as it 
perſiſts, muſt be {till a renewed, and repea- 
ted Act of Rebellion againſt God; and ſo 
every ſubſequent Sin, being committed by 
a new Act of that Man's Will, muſt be a 5 
new Sin, proceeding from a new Will of 


2 ; a 2 8. — — - — — £ 
= I 7: IEF: IIS : — 8 5 wt E —S 
8 — — a . nn IS AE == - 
2 2 — © _ — 4 = 3s S 2 > > — - 
* 4 — - = 


PDE nts 
-- Iv .- = 
A — — 


63677... ae. 
. PP i rr tre Ei 2c" 


= IC 


F 
* F — 
. * TO EEG GGG Aria 
Z —„ ED, <6 2-4 a IS . 
Son by Y — =_ J 2 * =_ -- g : _— a — 4 — — — ̃—— 2 
ED 22 — —— — S 2 r= — — — — — — — —— = 
- On re ret II = x +8 22 > — 


3 = 
— 


— 
3 


— 


— — — ms — 
67 — — = — 
— . — ———ů — 
- 2 et RE 


3 


and ſo muſt render him obnoxieus to a new 
Puniſhment on that account, See Lewrr, 
xxvi. from v. 18. to v. 28. Now, in anſwer 
to his Seripture Proofs, I fay, , | 1 

1. That the Words, Pſalm lxix. 28. as —_ 
they are rendered by us, add iniquity to their —_ 
iniquity, do as fully make God the Author 
of their ſubſequent Iniquity, as theſe Sin- 
ners the Authors of their former Iniquity; 
and therefore, in the Dr's ſenſe are Blaſ- 
phemy. Dr. Hammond, and others, inter- 
pret them thus, Suffer them to add Iniquity 
to their Iniquity ; in chis ſenſe , their 
doing their ſubſequent Offences, will not be 
by way of Puniſhment from God, but from 
that Hardneſs of Heart they had contracted, 

£ % 5 6 and 
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of good Importance, vix. That whereas 
moſt Interpreters repreſent this whole Pſalm 
as ſpoken in the Perſon of Chriſt * 


DISC. and God was not pleaſed to hinder. And ſoit his Ad 
III. remains to be proved, That God always pu- ther tl 
W niſheth Sin, when he doth not eff:Eually this mu 
| reſtrain Men from going on in their Sins. Bleſſed 
But 24h, Tenah Avon al Avonam may be doth, * 

rendred thus, Add Puniſhment to their Puniſh. and my 

ment, till they be deſtroyed from the Con. ever re 

- gregation of thy righteous ones: For 4. i cbaſt 

von ſignifies Puniſhment as well as Sin: 50 IM laſtly, 

Gen. iv. 13. Gedol oni, my puniſhment is great. MI now © 

er than I can bear, for from thy face ſhall I, ſenſe; 

bid. x Sam.xxviii. 10. No, Avon, puniſhmen pray in 

| ſhall befal thee for this thing. And. Lam. iv, 6, Wl i Iniq. 
Our Fathers have ſinned, and we have born, O. , t 
notheem, their puniſhment. The followin ed han 
Words, and let them not come into thy . thus L 

»eſs, are by the Chaldee thus Interpreted, I they En 

Let them not come into the congregations of the Dr. 7h 
righteous. And this with great probability; ¶ at If 

for, as the Gates of God's Houle, are ſtyled vr of 7 

the gates of righteouſneſs, Pſ. li. 19. The Do- eir 7 

ctrine there taught, was the preaching of Ml Lie bc 
righteouſneſs in the great congregation, Pl. xl. 9, Lord 

So, let tbem not enter into thy righteouſneſs, may that d 

well ſignify, let them not enter into theft Now 

Gates of Righteouſneſs, where theſe Sacri- had d 

fices are offered, and thy Righteouſneſs is I bat : 
taught. And this is all I need to offer in Ml Dour R 
anſwer to this Text; but yet I crave the ted, 1. 
Reader's leave, to add one Remark touch- 17. 1 

ing this Pſalm, which, in my judgment, is 2 

rs 


2 


this muſt be a great miſtake : For, (1. ) the 
Bleſſed Feſws could not ſay, as the Pſalmiſt 
doth, v.7. Thou knoweſt, Lord, my fooliſhneſs, 
and my ſins are not hid from thee. Nor do we 
ever read, That he cloathed bimſelfwith ſackcloth, 
or chaſtned himſelf with faſting, v.11, 12. And 
laſtly, this is evident from the very Words 
now cited, eſpecially if taken in the Dr's 
ſenſe; for the Bleſſed Jeſus was ſo far from 
praying, That the Jens might add Iniquity 
to Iniquity, and not come into God's rigbteouſ- 
1/5, that he prays for them, who by wick- 
ed hands had taken him and crucity'd him; 
thus Luke xxiii. 24. Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. To this ſaith the 
Dr. The anſwer is without ſtraining or forcing, 
that ſome of Chriſt's enemies were of the Elect, 
not of the World, and therefore Chriſt prayed for 
their repentance. Which anſwer gives the 
Lie both to St. Peter and St. Paul; for our 
Lord here prays for the Forgiveneſs of all, 
that did this ignorantly, as the reaſon ſhews. 
Now St. Peter ſaith to all the Fews, who 
had done this, And now, Brethren, I know, 
that through ignorance ye did this, as did alſo 
your Rulers ; repent ye therefore, and be conver- 
ted, that your ſins may be blotted out, Acts iii, 
17. 19. And St. Paul ſaith, A&s xiii. 
27,28. They who dwelt at Feruſalem, and their 
Rulers not knowing him, nor the voice of the 
Prophets; condemning him, they fulfilled them; 
and finding no cauſe of death. in him, they deſired 
. JJ 


Dr. John Edwards Demonſtrated. 69 
his Adverſaries, Fudar, and the Fews, ra- DISC. 
ther than as ſpoken by David againſt his, III. 
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DISC. Pilate, that he ſhould be ſlain. The Occaſion 
III. of the miſtake was this, that becauſe 3 or 
WAVY 4 Verſes of this Pſalm, are aſcribed to Chrif 
in the New Teſtament, they thought the 
whole Pſalm ought to be fo. Whereas Hy 
xi. 1. out of Egypt have I called my ſon, ate 
duly faid-to be ſpoken of Chriſt, where 
it is impoſſible, that the Words in the next 
Verſe ſhould belong to him: Whence * H/ 
* Com. in Pocock's Note upon that place is this, that 
Hof. p. 5. St. Matthew ſets down theſe Words of H. 
79. ſea, out of Egypt have I called my fon, as ne- 
ceſſary to be fulfilled in Chriſt, and not 
any more; ſo that it is not neceſſarily con. 
cluded from him, that any other Words 
in the Propher ſhould be referred to Chriſti; 
© and therefore no Argument taken from 
© the following Words, which do not be- 
© long to him, may be of validity to prove 

© that theſe alſo do not. | 
 2dly, As to the ſecond Text cited from 


Rom. i. who can, without horrour, think, 
That God was the Cauſe of all the beaſtly 


—— 


Dr. 


gave tl 


God ga 
canno 
them, 
ſity of 
their 
Minds 
be the 
thy in 
that tl 
up to 

to Wa 
witho 
on of 
phers 4 
theſe 

to Ni: 
cian 
will, 


Preſc 


miſſic 


fail, 


voke ö 
that 


their hearts, v. 28. and knowing, that they Who 
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gave them up to diſkonourable affections, v. 26. 
od gave them up to a Yeprobate mind, v. 28. 
cannot be ſo underſtood, as to lay upon 
them, of whom St. Paul ſpeaketh, a neceſ- 
ry of being thus unclean, and unnatural in 
their Affections, or thus perverſe in their 


be their fault, nor would it be blame- wor- 
thy in them to do all theſe things. And 
that therefore God is ſaid to give them 
up to their Luſtings, by permitting them 
to walk after their own' vicious Appetites, 
without giving them, before this Revelati- 
on of the Goſpel, any warning by his Pro- 
phers of his Diſpleaſure againſt them for 


* 


theſe Sins, as he did to the Old World, and 


to Nine eb. And thus, fay they, a Phyſi- 
cian giyes his Patient up to do what he 


miſſion to the unclean Spirit, who will not 


fail, when he hath full Permiſſion, to pro- 


voke them to ſuch Uncleanneſs, he being 
that Prince of the World, who effectually 
worketh in the children of diſobedience. And 
laſtly,” they obſerve,. That they were thus 
deſerted, by reaſon of their former Sins 
committed againſt the Light of Nature, 
and the Dictates of their own Conſciences; 
becaufe they beld the truth in unrig bteouſneſs, 


71 
DISC. 
III. 


Minds ; for then, ſay they, this would not 


will, when he finds he will not follow his 
Preſcriptions. And 24), By giving. Per- 


v. 17. and, when they knew God, they Elorified 


bim not as God, neither were they t 
v. 21. becauſe ſ hey liked not to return to God in 


* 


ankfi ul, 
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DISC. did theſe things were worthy o death, th em 
III. only did the ſame, but had A in the ih —.— 
lid them, v. 32. And when Men come to IM at the 


* A 


that height of Wickedneſs, that they not 


ceeding evident, that God cannot be pro- 


J anſwer, (1.) That the Perſons mentio- 


verting of their Wills; and ſo to diſpoſe 
them to entertain Falſhood, and cleaveto 


only do approve the doing of theſe thing 
in themſelves, but delight to ſee others do 
them, they are incurable by any ordinary 
Diſpenſation. Now, in this caſe, tis ex. 


perly {aid to puniſh Sin with Sin; but on- 
ly to permit Men to follow their own 
Luſts without Reſtraint; and to permit $4 
tan to excite them ſo to do. a 

34ly, To the Text cited from Thef. ii. il 


ned in thoſe Words, were guilty of tuo 
Sins, which naturally tend to the corrup- 
ting of Mens Underſtandings, and theper- 


permit Satan's Deluſions to prevail 2 
ä | 1 them, 


righteo! 
ment 


ſtrate 


preſen 
theſe 

God, 

the P. 
this Ju 
Lie, 1 
of all 
can 1 
that b 
That 
God 
is the 
the A 
not t 


Iniquity, viz. Hardneſs of Heart, and re: 24, 
jecting of the Truth, after full and convin- WI Holi 
cing Evidence of the Truth delivered to MW oblię 
them: For theſe Unbelieving Few: aud Pena 
Gentiles embraced not the Truth, after all naric 
the Miracles which Chriſt and his Apoſtle W lineſ 
had wrought to confirm it. And that this ous ] 
is the Scripture Notion of Hardneſs of Heart, be © 
is fully proved; Note on Mark the 8th and of tl 
17th. (2.) The Corruption of their Wills be d 
which were ſo ſtrongly bent to Iniquit), 1 Will 
that they took pleaſure inunrighteonſneſs, v. 12. Pro 
Now, tho' this gave occaſion to God, to of it 


don 
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them, yet was it not that, but the Dam- DISC. 
nation, which was to be inflicted on them, III. 
at the day of wrath, and revelation of Gods 
righteous judgment, which was the Puniſh- 
ment of their Iniquity. And to demon- 
ſtrate this, as well in the former, as the 
preſent inſtance, let it be conſidered, that 
theſe Sins being committed againſt that 
God, who is the Judge of all the Earth, 
the Puniſhment of them muſt be the Act of 
this Judge. Now Sin, the believing of a 
Lie, the committing a new Sin, the doing 
of all Unrighteouſneſs, the Hatred of God, 
can never be the Actions of this Judge; 
that being a never- failing Rule in Divinity, 
That Deus cujus eſt Author, non eſt Ultor, i. e. 
God is not the Author of that of which he 
is the Avenger; therefore he could not be 
the Author of thoſe Sins; and ſo he could 
not thus puniſh Sin with Sin. 
2dly, This Doctrine is repugnant to the 
Holineſs of God. God's Will. of Precept 
| to obliging Man not to fin, under the ſevereſt 
and Penalties, his declared Hatred, and Abomi- 
all nation of it, are Demonſtrations of his Ho- 
ſtles MI lineſs, and therefore his Will and efficaci- 
this ous Decree, which renders it neceſſary to 
art, W be committed, muſt be a Demonſtration 
and of the contrary. To make it neceſſary to 
ills, be done, being a greater Evidence of his 
ity, Will, chat ir ſhould be done, than his bare 
12. Prohibition and Declaration of, his Hatred 
to of it, is of his Will that it ſhould not be 
pon done; ſince notwithſtanding this Prohibi- 

& 1 tion, 


— 


i 
F 13 
1 
% | 
S 


DIS C. tion, and Declaration, tis evident it only 
HI. may be done, or left undone. (2.) Th, 


P. 104. 


can he hate that, which he not only eff 
his Actions and his Will? (z.) We agg: 


vate our Sins from theſe ' Conſiderations, 


his Will; and ſurely he can neither at any 


and Abhorrence of it, his Prohibitions, and 


three chief Reaſons why we aſcribe Hol. 
neſs to God are theſe. (I.) That he can. 
not will Iniquity. (2.) Becauſe he hats 
it with a perfect Hatred, And (3.) Becauſe 
he is reſolved to puniſh it by whomſoever 
tis committed; but if God both can make 
2 Law; forbidding Man to fin, and alſo 
decree that he ſhall fin, i. e. ſhall violate 
that Law, with what Truth can it be ſaid, 
That he cannot will Iniquity ? (2.) Hoy 


caciouſly willeth ſhould be done, but will 
it for the Manifeſtation of his Glory, which 
is ſuppoſed to be the chief Deſign both of 


That they are repugnant to the Purity of 
the Divine Nature, and to the Holinel; of 


time decree, nor will, that Men ſhould do 
that, which was from all Eternity repug- 
nantto the Purity of his Nature ; and which 
by his ſolemn Declarations of his Hatred 


his Threats againſt the Doers of it, his 
Judgments and Puniſhments he inflicts up- 
on Men for doing it, his paſſionate Deſire 
that they would not do it, expreſſed in 
theſe Words, Ab do not the abominable thing 
that I hate, he hath abundantly demonſtra- 
ted he would not have done. The Dr. in- 
deed faith, it is not repugnant to his: Will, bs 


cauſe 


cauſe he 
is evide 
ing it, 

cauſe, 
jt neve 
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caule he ſuffers it to be done; but the contrary DISC, 
——_ Becauſe he firſt forbids the do- III. 
ing it, before he ſuffers it to be done; be. 
cauſe, had he not firſt forbid the doing it, | 
i never could be Sin, that being, in the 
very nature of it, a Doing contrary to his 
Will of Precept. 2 = ach 

zdly, God cannot will and decree, that 
Sin ſhould be done by Man, that he might 
manifeſt his Mercy and Goodneſs in the 
Pardon of it. And the Reaſon is evident, 
becauſe God cannot pardon Sin till it be 
committed, that is, till we have done con- 
trary to his Will. Now God cannot will, 
that we | ſhould do contrary to his Will; 
for then, by the very ſame Act, we ſhould 
do contrary to, and according to his Will. 
(2.) This ſuppoſed Will, and Decree, moſt 
evidently tends rather to depreciate God's 
pardoning Mercy, and to impair the Great- 
neſs and the Excellency of it; for it makes 
it only to import his Will, not to puniſh 
Man, for being conformable to the Coun- 
ſel of his Will; and not to damn him for 
doing-thar, which he had efficaciouſly de- 
creed he ſhould do, and willed unfruſtrably 
ſhould be done by him. To pardon, in 
the Scripture ſenſe, is only not to impute 
that A& to the Puniſhment of the Man we 
pardon ; for he, who is never puniſhed for 
his Sin, is as much pardoned as he can, or 
at leaſt needs to be. Now was it ever 
counted Mercy in any Man, not to puniſh 
what he himſelf decreed to be done? Whats 
APE OE | | | lait 


\ 
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Ele& 


Dr.] 

DIS C. ſaith Dr. Tiſs, was deſiderabilius Deo, more Elect; 
III. deſirable, and fo more pleaſing to him than Mito any 
the contrary ? Was ever any Man enclind to peri 
to puniſh in another, that very Action N want e 
which he himſelf perſwaded, and eargneſt. greate! 
ly ſollicited him to do? (This being only the far 
proper to the Devil, firſt to ſollicite Men WM done it 
to ſin, and then torment them for it;) and Ml God v 
ſhall we count it a Manifeſtation of the IM his Gr 
Mercy of God, not to puniſh a Man for his not 
doing that very Action, which he decrees, ¶ eſt pat 
and thereby makes it neceſſary for himt» ¶ Demo: 
do; this being more than Men or Devils any G 
can do; for they can only perſwade, ani Ml When 
{ollicite Men to Sin, but cannot make the ll (ation | 
ſinful Action neceſſarily future, as, ſaith Ml © better 
the Dr, God's Decree doth. Moreover this Ml © eligib 
Doctrine confutes their own Scheme, viz, Ml © thus 3 
That the Men, to whom alone God de- © /o ſay 
_ to manifeſt his Mercy, in the Pardon Ml © of bas 
of their Sins, and his Goodneſs in procu- MW anſwe 
ring their Salvation, are only the Elect; MW ask, 
and they are very few, in compariſon to if he 1 
thoſe Reprobates to whom he hath decreed IM ly me 
not to ſhew any ſuch Mercy and Goodneſs, are fe 
but to ſhew Judgment without Mercy. For ¶ are ca 
ſeeing he had the ſame reaſon to ſhew who: 
Mercy to the one as to the other, they be- I both 
ing equally the Souls that he had made, MW damn 
equally miſerable before this Election, and {MW That 
equally fit Objects of his Goodneſs and gible 
Mercy, theſe Attributes muſt have been as are o 
much manifeſted in being extended to Heath 
them, as it was, in being extended to the ſin aę 


- 
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Ele ; and ſo his Decree not to extend it DISC. 
to any of them, but leave them inevitably. III. 

to periſh without Mercy, muſt manifeſt hi 
want of Mercy and Goodneſs to the far 
greateſt part of Mankind; when he had 
the ſame reaſon, had he pleaſed to have 
done it to them, as to any others: And if 
God wills the Sins of the Ele&, to manifeſt 
his Grace, Mercy, and Goodneſs to them, 
his not extending his Will to the far great- 
eſt part of Mankind, muſt be as great a 
Demonſtration of his Will, not to manifeſt 
any Grace, Favour, or Goodneſs to them. 
When therefore the Dr. ſaith, by this Diſpen- , 
ſation of a Saviour, our preſent State is become 
* better than was that of Adam, we are in a more 

| * eligible Caſe, than if we had not fallen; and 
thus we have gained by the Fall, and, if Imay 

© ſo ſay, God hath gainedalſo ; that u, the Glory 

* of by Grace is unſpeakably advanc'd by it.” In 
u- anſwer to this thin piece of Sophiſtry, I 
t; ask, Who doth he mean by we? He can, 
to if he is conſiſtent to his own Principles, on- 
ed ly mean the Elect, and little Flock, and they 
6, are few in compariſon of the many, who 
or are called, but not choſen, and the many more, 

| who are not ſo much as called, and ſo are 
e- both left in maſſa perdita, unfruſtrably to be 
e; damn'd for ever; but with this difference, 
nd That the Heathens are in a much more eli- 
nd gible condition, than the Chriſtians, who 
as are only called, but not choſen. For the 
to Heatbens, who never were called, can only 
ne in againſt the Light of Nature, and know- 


ing 


113, 


P. 112. 


tendred to them by it, and therefore muſt 


be beaten with more Stripes; and ſo it had 
been better for them to have been Heathen, 
or not to have known the holy commandments di. 
livered in the Goſpel to them, The Grace 
of God, which brings Salvation, having 


appeared to them only, that they may re. 
_ ceive greater Damnation; and therefore, 


with reſpec to them, God, by the reveal. 
ing of the Goſpel to them, can only be 
{aid, to have gained an opportunity to ſink 
them lower into Hell. And when the Dr, 
faith, the Glory of God's Grace # exceedingly al. 


vanc d by thi Diſpenſation, this, accordingto 


our Doctrine is ſelf- evident; but that, ac 
cording to his Doctrine, is evidently falſe, 
ſee fully proved, Diſc. I. Chap. 4. P. 94, 9. 
Diſc. II. Chap. 6. P. 186, 187. 


© But the Dr. attempts to prove, ” That 
© the very firſt Sin of Man that was com · 
© mitted, wonderfully tends to the Glory 


© of the Divine Goodneſs and Mercy, 


© whichis thus expreſſed to us by St. Paw, 
* ſaying, Gal. iii. 19. The Scripture bath cm. 
© cluded all under fin, hath declared all men, 9 
C reaſon of Adam's fall, to be in 4 ſinful 5 ol 
erable 


* 
SER 
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& ſerable ſtate, that the promiſe by faith in Chriſt DIS GC, 
# might be given to them that believe; and with III. 

' reſpect to all Mankind, that of the ſame 
* Apoſtle is true, Rom. xi. 32. God bath con- 

* cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 


hn 
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te mercy upon all. There was, as it were, a 
ion neceſſity of our being concluded under 
nut Sin and Wrath, in order to our repairing 
had to Chriſt for Life. "SATO TOR 
ene, | © - 


4rſw. f. This indeed proves it highly re-. 


i des | 

ace MWquiſite, that a Saviour ſhould be provided _... 

ing bor Sinners, in order to the Demonſtration 

e. Nof Divine Goodneſs and Mercy; but it 

ore, ¶ doth not at all prove, that it was either ne- 

el. N ceſſary, or becoming God, to will and de- 

de N cree that Men ſhould inevitably fin, © that 

ink Nhe might manifeſt his Goodneſs and Mer- 

Dr. cy in the Pardon of of Sin and Sinners, a- 

jad: Iny more than it was neceſſary God ſhould 
decree, that all Men ſhould be obnoxious 


to Damnation, and the greateſt part of 
alle, Mankind ſhould be for ever fo, that he 
95, Nmight glorifie his Juſtice in their Damnari- 
on. This being very unſuitable to the De- 
{cription which the Prophet Micab gives of 
That him, in theſe Words, bo ig à God like unto 
ome il "bee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
lory Wl rranſgreſſtions of the teumant of bis heritage? be 
rey, M1 #ineth not bis anger for ever, | becauſe be de- 
paul, ie breth. in mercy, Chap. vii. 8. 8 
cm 24ly, The Soriptures, he produceth to 
„ by this purpoſe, are wreſted from their pro- 
ar per ſenſe, chat they may ſerve a Deſign 
rats | | un- 


— 
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DISC. unworthy of God. For I have proved from 
III. the Conſideration of his Holineſs and Jy, 
i tice, that tis impoſſible God ſhould hays 
decreed, that all Men ſhould lye under a ne- 
ceſſity of being Unbelievers, or made it ne. 
ceſſary by the ſame Act, that they ſhould be 
concluded under Sin and Wrath; ſince then 
the Unbelief of all the Fews, that belonged 
not to the Election of Grace, of whom here the 
Apoſtleſpeaks, muſt be abſolutely neceſſary y 
virtue of God's Decree. And ſo there could 
be no neceſſity, that the Goſpel ſhould be fr 
eee to them, unleſs it were, that their 
amnation might be greater upon that ac. 
count, which ſeems to charge the Lover 
of Souls with the greateſt Cruelty ; ſeeing 
it makes him determine from all Eternity, 
not only, that ſo many Souls, as capable 
of Salvation, as any other, ſhall periſh e- 
verlaſtingly; but alſo to determine, that 
the Diſpenſations of his Providence ſhall 
be ſuch towards them, as neceſſarily tend 
to the Aggravation of theirCondemnation, 
and what could the moſt malicious, and 
enraged Enemy do more? What is it, that 
the very Devil aims at, by all his Tempts 
tions, but this very End, to wit, the Ag: 
gravation of our Miſery ? And yet per- 
ceive this is no Abſurdity in the Dr's Divi- 
nity. For when I had-argued in the Note 
on ms xvii. 9. That Chriſt's Prayer for 
his Diſciples was made for the ſake of the 


Ads 31. 
46. 


World ; and with reſpe& to their ſaving 
Faith, becauſe he prayed for them that ſbalihe 


liewt 
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le bis word, v. 20. and that the world might DISC. 


believe, and know that the Father had ſent him, III. 


theſe Words, The anſwer is obvious, and plain, 


they might be ſaved, but only that they may be 
convinced, and thereby rendred inexcuſable. _ 
zdly, The Text produced by the Dr. is 
the fulleſt Confutation of his own Opinion; 
for theſe Words, the Scripture hath concluded 
all under Sin, God hath concluded all in unbelief, 
muſt be extended to all Sinners, and all 
Unbelievers; and therefore the following 
Words, that he might have Mercy upon all, 
muſt be extended to all Sinners, and all 
Unbelievers, and ſo demonſtrate that 
God deſigned not this Mercy to the Elect 
only,but to the whole Race of Sinners and 
Unbelievers. In fine, Theſe Scriptures do 
not ſay, as he aſſerts, That God hath con- 
cluded all under Sin and Miſery, by reaſon 


of Adam's Fall; for the Apoſtle in theſe two 
Epiſtles deſigned to prove the Neceſſity of 
being juſtify d by Faith, and not by Works; 


Chriſt pray d not for the World of Reprobates, that 


v.22, 23. He pours out his Blaſphemy in (WV 


Po 391. 


and hath not one word to intimate, that 


all Men lay under this neceflity by reaſon 


of the fall of Adam, but only, that they fell 


under this neceſſity by their own actual 


Tranſgreſſions, the Gentiles, by holding the 
Truth in Unrighteopſneſs, and by many 
other actual Sins; the Fews, by their Vio- 
lations of the Law of Moſes, and that by 
theſe Tranſgreſſions; they were both be- 
rome guilty before God, and lo unable to ob- 
5 8 tain 


$2 - The Falſe Aſertions of 


DISC.tain Juſtiſication by any other way, than 
III. chat of Faith in Chriſt, When then the. 
W poſtle ſaith, the Scripture bath concluded al 


wider ſin, it is manifeſt both from the Word 
Scripture, and from the Proof of this from 
choſe Words of Scripture, Curſed is every my 
that continueth not in all things written in thy 
Law, to do them, Gal. iii. 9. and the juſt (hal 
live by faith, that he means only, That the 
Seriptures have demonſtrated them to he 
Sinners; and when he faith, God bath cn. 
cluded all eis an&ddev in Diſobedience, all 
the Greek Scholiaſts agree in the ſame ſenſe, 
That God hath convinced the Gentiles of 
their Diſobedience againſt the Light of 
of Nature, and the Fes of their Diſobedi- 
ence to the Goſpel. I rather like the In. 
terpretation of Origen, That God in times 
paſt ſuffered the Gentiles to continue in their 
Unbelief, without any Revelation of his 
Wrath from Heaven againſt their Ungod- 
lineſs ; that at the Revelation of the Gol. 
1 he might have Mercy upon them, and 
ſuffered the Fews, upon their Rejectionof 
the Goſpel, to be left at preſent under 
their Unbelief, that, in his appointed time, 
he might have Mercy on them alſo. 4 
this Senſe, both the Context, and the De- 
ſign of the Apoſtle, which, in this Chajte, 
is to eſtabliſh the Converſion of the unbe- 
eving Jews, fequires 
_ _ 4#hly, This pretended Will and Decree 
of God, highly impeacheth the Divine 
 Wiidom ; for certainly all the 2 
2 . 


Dr. John Edwards Demonſtrated. 83 


than W which God was ever pleaſed to uſe to pre-DISC, | 
e . vent the Sins of his People, were ſo many III. þ 
1 i] WW Demonſtrations of his Wiſdom, and by it 1 
Vord WW were defigned for that End, Now can it | 
fron be conſiſtent with the Wiſdom of God, to | 

yy one WY decree that ſhould be done for the Demon- 1 
in the ſtration of his Wiſdom , which the ſame 0 
bil Wiſdom, by all theſe Methods, deſigned IF 
t the to prevent? 8 So ES | 
to be Here the Dr. is forced to confeſs, That i 
þ con- WY Sir: could not properly, and in its own nature [ 
„ all WJ have ſuch an ſſue, that is, a Tendency to God's Ho- 3 
enſe, il nour,but eventually faith he, it bath by God's wiſe 1 
e of I ordering of Affairs; and ſo he goes on to mul- j 
ht of tiply Inſtances, in which Divine Wiſdom | 
bedi- hath brought Good out of Evil. Now this ; 
e In: Confeſſion deſtroys all that the Dr. infers i 
times from theſe Inſtances: For hence it clearly | 
their follows, that it cannot be God's Will and 4 
f his WI Decree that Men ſhould fin, that he might 1 
god: manifeſt his Glory; becauſe he cannot 
Gol. will that for an End, which hath no ten- 

, and i dency to that End; and ſince tis only the 

;onof i wiſe ordering of Mens evil Actions to good 


under 


Ends, which tendeth to his Honour, that 


time; I only muſt be what he willeth and decreeth 
For to that End. | - 
e De- 24/y, Nothing can be more extravagant- 
bajter, ly abſurd, than to ſay with the Dr. That 
unbe⸗ 4 the Barbarities that were done againſt the 
Bleſſed Feſus, by the People, and Rulers of the 
ecree Jews; and all the other Enormities, which Men 
jivine i have at any time committed, were done by the Di- 
iy vine Counſel and Decree; becauſe he did then, 
yhic 


8 2 and 
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DIS C. and in many other Caſes hath produced 3 


III. 


good Iſſue from them, this being, in effec, 


V tofay, That God firſt wills and decrees 


they ſhould be done, and afterwards will, 
and commands, upon his ſevere Diſplea. 
ſure, they ſhould not be done. Our Savi- 


our ſaid, - in the very Agony before his 


Paſſion, and with particular reſpect to it, 
Not my will, but thine be done; but did he 
therefore pray, That the Rulers and Peo- 
ple of the ens, might do all the Outrages 
againſt him, which they committed at his 
Paſſion? And yet the Dr. muſt either 


aſſert this, or renounce his Doctrine and 


Inferences. 

The Dr. goes on to prove, that God may 

will Sin, becauſe tis conducible to the benefit and 
welfare of Mankind. That our own Sins 
tend to the Good and Benefit of Mankind, 
he proves. (T.) Becauſe Men hereby learn 
to know themſelves, and are acquainted 
with their own weakneſs. (2.) They are 
brought to feel their want of the Mercy of 
God, and to implore his Grace, and Fa- 
vour with greater Earneſtneſs. (3.) Theſe 
Miſcarriages tend to humble them, and to 
abate their Pride and Confidence, (4.) By 
actually committing Sin, they become 
fearful, and cautious for the future. And 
(5.) are more compaſſionate to them that 
do offend. To this I anſwer, ' 
Anſw. 1. That here the former Fallacy 1s 
impoſed upon us, vix. That what is, and 
can be on beneficial to the e 
; , „ ea 


beneficial to Mankind in general; where- 


as he hath often told us, that no Repro- C 


bate can make any ſuch good Improve- 


ment of their Sins, becauſe God hath decreed P. 111. 
to withhold his Grate from them for ever; and 129. 


ſo if God wills their Sins, he muſt will 
what is hurtful to the greateſt part of Man- 
kind. (2.) It is certainly God's Will to 
forbid them ; for if they be Sins, they 
muſt be fordidden by him, i. e. he muſt 
will they ſhould nor be done ; and ſo he 
cannot will they ſhould be done. In fine; 


the plain, bur dreadful Conſequences of 


this Argument, are theſe, (1.) That Men 
may lawfully will to do that Sin which 
God wills they ſhould do ; becauſe they 
may lawfully will what is good and bene- 
ficial for them, and alſo is agreeable to the 


Will of God concerning them: (2:) That 


good Men may rejoyce as well in their 


Wickedneſs, as in their Sufferings for the 


ſake of Chriſt; ſeeing that they may re- 
joyce in that, which, by God's deſignation; 
rendeth to their Good; and ſo all the Mo- 


tives offered in the Scripture, to engage 


Men to dye to Sin, and live no longer in 
it, muſt not only be enervated, but even 
be deemed Motives, deſigned to hinder 
them from that which is their Good, and 


from proficiency in Caution, Humility; 


and Fervency of Devotion. (3.)-Then Sin 
muſt be good for us; for what per ſe tends 


to our benefit and welfare; muſt be ſo; if it 


G 3 be 
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III. 


P. 119. 
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DISC. be anſwered, That Sin hath not this effe& 


ex ſe, but only thro'the Grace of God, ena: 


bling good Men to improve it to theſe 
Ends, the Cauſe is given up; for then tis 


not Sin that conduceth to any of theſe 
Ends, but the Grace of God vouchſafed 


'to the Sinner after it is committed. And 


this is certainly the truth, That tis not Sin, 


but the ſenſe of the Damage we have re- 


ceiv'd by it, filling us with Humiliation, 
godly Sorrow, and Repentance for it, and 
from the ſenſe of our own. weakneſs, ma- 
king us the more watchful to prevent it, and 
more ardent in our Supplications, for pre- 
venting and reſtraining Grace, that pro- 
duceth all theſe good Effects. 


* ” 


Laſtly, The Sins of others, faith the Dr, 
are uſetul to us, becauſe the irregularities if 
Mens lives, make reom for Meekneſs and Pati- 
ence, which ſuppoſe Injuſtice and Oppreſſin; 
whence he concludes, it is God's pleaſure, 
that they ſhould not be wanting in Man's life; 
yea, faith he, there is a kind of neceſſity of Vice, 
to make an experiment of Virtue. 

Anſw. Few things more exerciſe my Pa- 
tience, than ſenſeleſs Harangues, offered 
with Confidence ; and I find it hath been, 
in the Dr's Senſe, God's pleaſure, that they 
ſhould not be wanting in fome Mens Books, 
But, to be ferious, is it not ſtrange Confi- 
dence, to aſlert, That all the Sins mentio- 
ned in the firſt Ar to the Romans, e- 
ven the hatred of God; all the Outrages com- 


Per- 


mitted againſt the Bleſſed Jeſus, all the 


tive Chriſtians, were done according to 


Holy Scripture, he fo frequently declares to 
be the Object of his Hatred, Abhorrence, 
and Abomination, ſhould be affirmedto be 
Well-pleaſing to him. Eſpecially, if we 
conſider, that tis a Contradiction, to ſay, 
that what he forbids on pain of his hot 


Diſpleaſure, ſhould be done according to 


his Peaſure. We have had Encomium Moriæ 
and Laut Aſini from other hands, but En- 
comium Peccati was reſerved for the Dr's Pen. 


God; faith the Dr. permitted a falſe Pro- þ ; 
phet, ſeducing his People, to ſerve other 121. 


Gods, to give a Sign that might come to 


paſs, or work a Miracle, and faith, he per- 


mitted this, to try them, whether they 
loved the Lord their God with all their 
Hearts. But hence it only follows, That God 
may wiſely uſe Temptations, to prove the 


meaſure of his Servants Faith; but it doth 


not in the leaſt follow, that God ſhould 
will and decree, that a falſe Prophet ſhould 
entice them to Idolatry; the firſt being 
only a Will, that their Faith and Perſeve- 
rance ſhould be tryed by ſinful Men; but 
to will the ſecond, is to will, that Men 
ſhould be, and do what God hath forbid- 


den them to be, or do; and ſo to will they 


ſhould be, and do, what he wills they 
ſhould neither be, nor do. „ 

To the Words cited from the 1 Cor. xi. 
19. I have anſwered, 


8 4 


That this 1 
| N 0 
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God'sgood pleaſure ; and that what in the Ce | 
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DISC of Herefies is not Abſolute, or of Gog! 
III. making, but only on ſuppoſition of the 


DE ad 


Pride and Vain-glory, Strife, Envyings, and 
Contentions, which were already in the 
Church of Corinth, x Cor. iii. 3> and Gog'; 


Permiſſion, that Men ſo affected, ſhould 


act according to the corrupt Affection: 
and Diſpoſitions of their Hearts. As the 
neceſſity of Diſeaſes in Mens Bodies, ari- 
fes from their Intemperance ; nor is the 
Reaſon here afligned of them properly 
Cauſal, as if God defigned there ſhould he 
Hereſies for this End, that they who are p- 


proved might be made manifeſt, but rather E- 


nations. 


ventual; as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, whence 
it will come to paſs, that they, who are 
approved, will be made manifeſt. 


1 proceed now to Anſwer the Dr's three 
Remarkable Texts, by which he endeavours 
to prove all thefe Abſurdities and Abomi- 


1, From theſe Words, Luke xxii. 22, 
The Son of Man goeth, «am To #grawyon, 4 it 
was determined, (vix. of him.) He infers, that 


whatever Judas did, towards the Betraying if 


the Bleſſed Jelus, was determined and fixed in 
the erna Decree. 230 tot ods 


, Anſw. This is a falfe Interpretation of, 
and a falſe Inference from the Text: For 
it ſpeaks not, as he imagines; of a Deter- 
mination of what Fudas was to do, but of 
what Chriſt was to ſuffer, according to the 
: I Pre- 
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is here expreſſed thus, And the Son of Min 
goeth u 70 p10 ov according to what 9.6 de- & 
termined.” is, in St. Matthew, chap. 'xxvi. 24. 
The Son of Man goeth, ud. Y En m- 
d ae, at it is written of him. Whence/evi- 
dent it is, That his quarrel againft'my Pa- 
rapbraſe of theſe Words thus, is indeed quar- 
relling againſt the Holy Ghof.' For our 
Lord ſpake theſe Words-but once, to wit, 
at the laſt Paſcal Supper; and St. Matroew 
ſaith expreſly his Words were theſe, the Son 

of Man goeth, as it is written of him. If chen 
the Words of St. Luke, the Son of Man Fot 
2 pνẽ˖m v, bear not the ſame ſenſe, 
one of the two Evangeliſts muſt have rela- 
ted Chriſt's Words falſly, of not according 
to the due meaning? of them. Moreover, 
the very Argument hie uſeth to confirm his 
falſe Interpretation, plainly doth confute 


it; for the 75 4/70 being, according to 


St. Matthew; 76 Ye gabddrel n A, N. 6. 
of Man, and not what was determined 
concerning Judas, ſhews, that this Deter- 

mination reſpects the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
and not the Treache ry of Fudas.”-- 2241175 5 
In ͤa word, In the place he cites, I have 
confuted his Interpretation,; both from 


| Reaſon; and the unanimous Aſſertions of 


the Ancient Fathers, to both which he 
vouchſafes not one word of Anſwer; it be- 
ing his conſtant manner of attacking my 


Interpretations, to pretend to confutethem, 


4 5 ö by 


predictions of the Old Teftament ; for wi DISO. 
4 


. £: 


DIS C. by ſaying. what is next to nothing, and by ier. 
nes by did WF” 


III. 


WWW 
* 
— 


P. 107. 


ever Judas, and bis wicked Complices did, in 


ſaying nothing to the 
they Are confir LY oat: 

. 2dh, The Dr. proceeds thus, - we find in 
other places, that whatſoever Judas, and the 
reſt of bis wicked Complices did, in the execrall⸗ 
enterpriſe of Betraying Chriſt, and putting lin 
to Death Was the matter of. the divine Counſel, 
and Predetermination. Now that the Suffe. 
rings of Chriſt, accompliſh'd by their wic. 
ked means, were. the matter of Divine 
Counſel, I acknowledge; but that whatſo- 
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4 4 a * 
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putting him to Death, was any matter of 
the Divine Counſel and Predetermination, 
is utterly deny d, nor do any of the Paſſz 
ges produced by him prove it. For, 

2h, Thoſe, Words, Acts ii. 23. Him le. 
ing delivered (up to the Death) by the due. 
minate counſel and fore-knowleage of God, je have 
talen, and ly wicked hands have crucifyed and 
flain, ſhew only that it was of the determi- 
nate Counſel and Fore-knowledge of God, to pro 
That Chhriſt, being delivered into the hand rom. 1 
of wicked Men, ſhould be ſlain; but do Miccore 
not intimate, That God had by his deter- lor 


minate Counſel decreed that this ſhould be Int 


done by all thoſe very Men, i. e. by all the Hare th 
Iſraelites to whom St. Peter there ſpeaks. . Teſws, 


Upon this place I have made this Note, 1» N Ponti 


Scriptare,, that is ſaid to be done by the determi- Wl Ferul, 
nate. Caunſel of God, which is done according u WMlthy h; 
what. it written and declared in his Word. Now ¶ name 
faith he, I hawe ſhewed the wanity of thi. In wi 


Anſwer, 


\ - 
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400 (wer. And I have ſhewed, that he hath DI 504 
hich 1 it, by finding fault wich the In- III. 


terpretation of the Holy Gho#f, 3nd making A 


d is icher St. Matthew, or St. Luke, give a falſe 
4 the Nnport of our Saviour's Words, Moreover 
roble Pt. Paul, ſpeaking of the very fame Rulers, 
bin nd Inbabitants of Feruſalem, ſaith, that not 
nſel, anving the voices of the Prophets, they hare ful: 
uff. ell them in condemning bim, i. e. Chriſt, 
Wic , iii. 27. Did then thoſe Words of the 
"16 WP rophets contain the determinate Counſel 
lo. fer God, or did they not? If they did, then 


thoſe Words of the Prophets, and the deter- 


: of inate Counſel of God, concerning the 
. Death of Chriſt, muſt be the ſame: If the 
Aa- 


did not, then muſt the Prophets, in thoſe 
predictions, have foretold what God had 
ot before determined to be done to Chriſt, 
vhich is both contrary to the Scriptures and 


ure tue Dr's Sentiments. Note alſo, That tho 
end the Dr. cites only the Words mentioned, I 
Imi. 


go on in the immediate following Words, 


30d, to prove my Aſſertion from Scripture, and {| 
ind rom Reaſon; but to theſe things the Dr. S 
© do Weccording to his uſual Cuſtom, ' hath not _ 
ter- None Word to ſay. . eee | | 
be In his third notable Text, Acht iv. 27,28. 

he Ie theſe Words, of e truth again thy Child P 10s. 

aks. WW Jeſu, hom thou haſt anointed; both Herod und 

) iy Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and People of 


Jeruſalem, were gathered together, to do whas 


% hand and counſel had appointed to be done, 
Now namely, faith he, by thoſe Gentiles and Fews. 
thi. In which addition to the Text conſiſts the 
wer, N force 


92 be Falſe Afertions of 
DIS C. force of the Dr's Argument, which theres 
III. fore is not an Argument, but an abſurd 


wv WS begging of the Queſtion put in, from the 
parallel place in St. Matthew, what ſhould 


be done, «= wn, to, or concerning 
who was delivered up to be Slain, 
determinate Counſel of God, Acts, 


bim, 
by the 


i. 24; 


and the Argument is of no force at all, 
(2.) That this ſhould be done by theſe yery 
Men, it was not neceſſary that Cod ſhoulg 
have made any Decree making it neceſſary, 


by 


that they ſhould be the Actors in this bloody 
Tragedy, but only (1.) That God ſhould 
ſuffer Chriſt to fall into the hands of theſe 
wicked Men; for they could have bad no power 
over bim, unleſs it were thus given them from 
above, John. xix. 11. (2.) That he ſhould 
certainly foreſee what theſe Men, being 
left to their 'own Inclinations would do. 
And (3:) That he ſhould lay no reftraints 
upon them, from executing their malicious 
Deſigns "againſt Chriſt. (4.) Epiſcopiu, 


Curcellæum, and Du Veil, make a Metatheſi of 
the Words, thus, Of a truth, (both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and People 
of Feruſalem were gathered together) againf 
thy child-Feſme ; hom thou baſt anointed, to do 

> whatever thy band and counſel had appointed to 
he done, ( vix. by him:) which Trajection 
puts tlie Words in a very natural order of 
conſtruction. But tha, ſaith the Dr. « anun- 
natural qjtjointing of the Words, and à rude di. 
ſturbing of the plain Order of them. But (10 
order of 

Poſition, 


this is only a diſturbance of the 
4.6 of T1 Ft | 
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Conſtruction. And (2) like Examples are, III. 


3 


fament. SO Gen. xiii. 10. And Lot lifted up bis 
eyes, and beheld all the plain of Fordan, that it 
was well watered every where, | (before the 
Lord deftroy'd Sodom and Gomorrab,) even as 
the garden of the Lord, Ex. Xii. 15. whoſoever 
lavened bread, (that Soul ſhall be cut off 
from Iſrael) from the firſt day to the ſeventh 
day. See alſo Foſh. xxiv. 26. 2 Sam. ili. 27. 
So Mark ix. 13. Elias is indeed come, (and 
they have done to him whatſoever they 
liſted) as it c written of bim, Chap. xvi. 3, 4. 
And they ſaid among themſelves, who ſhall roll 
away the ſtone from the door of of the Sepulchre, 
(and when they looked they ſaw that the 
Stone was rolled away) for it was great. 
Rom. i. 1 3. 1 purpoſed to come t you, ( but was 
let hitherto) that I might have ſome fruit among 
you, And Luke iii. 1. 2. In the fifth year of 
Tiberius (Pontius Pilate being governour of Fu- 
daa, Annas and Caiaphas being High Prieſts) 
the Word of God came to Fohn. | 


I ſhall conclude this Head with two Re- 
marks, (I.) The ſtrange Oppoſition, which 
this Doctrine bears to many things contai- 
ned in the Holy Scriptures: For (I.) God 
repreſents the'Blaſphemy of ſome among 
his People as an high Affront, and Provo- 
Cation in that they ſaid, Mal. Ii. 17. Every 
one that doth evil xs good in the ſight of the Lord, 
end he delighteth in os. But it he wills and 

EP? . 


Poſition, to put them into the order of DISC. 


very frequent both in the Old and New. Te- CW, 


Ctr 
* 


: 
———— r — — Wr r IR; — — co 
A 4 _ _ Joy — ELGT — r 5 — 1 = . — — = = 
Oe m_ — = 2 - a - — — — — ů ů *%—iꝗ·˙ — rr — — 
I - * N 2 ” - - 31 * ah — 2 fs — = P W - 2 - - — — - 
— = m— T "> : = — > -- - F * 1 — 2 2 
— - — "aig Wy 2 3 SY 8 — > = — — — ITY IRE IC rr 7 EE SIS nd - 
Cage — — 4 n = 5 — Re — r gation > 8 — — — — — "> —— — * 
— wan a . PT Ee TT rr — 7 * ” 3.2 - > — 2 — — 
2 " ons ed > 8 —— Þ K 
— — 


4 Saf..." = 
=o. gs 
=. 
nnd — 


. 


5 * 
2 * 6 5 
©», * 1 5 
. * e T 
= . e 
* - = hm. 
#"- * 


— 


— 


" Ps LAG 
— — — 


2 
B ͤ Ä 


_ — — 
7 


— 
* 


__— 
— 


ö 
AO 
2 
* 
"I 
4 
4 
9 by * 
4 \ 
_- * 
bl [1 & 
Z * 
abs 
2 ; 
117; 
$0 
WU 
44M 
__ 
A! 4 
. 
17 
* . 4 
4 
Þ 
45+. þ 
_— : 
44 d g 
1 4 7 
1 xg 4 
"a * 4 : 
* 11 
Fe ! q 
1 N 
£ 3 
WY | 
„ 
N 
5 "NJ „ 
'KSL » 
by © 
1 A 
is 
9 5 
2 
— 2 ; 
: | 
o 
= - 
#79 g4 þ 
Wi. 
Ts N 
K 
LBS 
= 
be Ly 
\ * 14 * 
o bt! | 
1 
R = 
. . z=3 
. # q 
"4; ® * 
4 r 
CERT | 
5 - 
£ WF 3 1 5 
„ 
10 
t 
5 R 
» 
” 
I: 4.59 
bi 
3 
® iF > 
$4 G 
Y „ 
o E. 5 p N 
( ; 
= 10 
1 
4 
* 
7 
1 t 
J 4 : 
1 
Ci 
„ 
4 a 
- uh 
15 5 
4 
* i | 
3 A 9 
44 
1 i 
l N j 
55 / 
0 
« 
* 
114, N 
' 
* * 
2 1 
1. 
4 
0. 19% 


8 
. 
i 
: " 
vi7 12 
MN 
ur 1 
. 
I ® 
* b | 
4,551] 
1 
113TH 
F 
£ * 
N | 
9 
* 5 
14 ' 


\ 
' 
| 
[ * 
| 
| 
' 
4 
, 
i 


9g © . . The Palſe Aertions of | 


DISC. decrees, that every one ſhould do the Fil 


that he doth, for the Manifeſtation of the 


Glory of his Juſtice and Metcy, and mut 


be pleaſed with that, which directly tends 


to the Manifeſtation of theſe Attribute, 


and with the Execution of his own Decree: 
where is the Blaſphemy of theſe Sayings, 
eſpecially if we conſider, that, according 
by — Doctrine, he decreed they ſhould 

| St. Paul pronounceth their demnation juſt, 
who laid this to the charge of the Apoſtles, 
that in effect they ſaid, Let us do evil atgord 
may come. Rom. iii. 8. And when he had ſaid, 
Rom. v. 19. That fin had abounled, that Grabe 
might more abound. He adds chap. vi. 1. Do 
we, by faying this, give occaſion to this 
Inference, let ns continue in fin, that grace 
may abound ; God forbid, that ſuch an Infe- 
rence ſhould be made by any from our Do- 
&rine, and yet this is the very thing the 
Dr. doth aſſert and attempt to prove, vis. 
That God may reaſonably will and decree 
we ſhould do Evil, that the Glory of his 

uſtice and Mercy may be advanced by our 
Sin, and that Men may for ſome time con- 
tinue in it, that his Grace may more as 


bound. In the ſame Chapter the Apoſtle asks 


the queſtion, what fruit or profit bad you of 
boſe things , Whereof ye are now aſhamed, v. 21 2 
Now knowing, that the Dr. could anſwer, 


kev wayzcheſe fins you judge unprofita- 
Ji 


ble ten ng highly to the Glory 0 God's 
Jultice, Mercy, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 0 
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ſo being conducible to the welfare of Man- DIS C. 
kind, and eſpecially to our ſelves; for here- III. 
by we know our own Weaknels, and want“ 
of Mercy, become more humble, cautious, 
compaſſionate, and more raiſed in our De- 
tim, E2ES 1 DE bs 

_ 24ly, This Doctrine ſeems to give liber 
for us to fin, at leaſt for the Ends here af- 
ſigned by the Dr.for in doing this, our Will, 
will only be conformable to the good-Will 
of God; and this in us, as well as in God, 
will not be to will Sin, as Sin, but only as 
it is, ordinabile in bonum, even to that Good 
which is the chief End of all Men, wiz. the 
Promotion of God's Glory. EY. 


— 


Dr. Twiſ here ſaith, That Man cannot Dip. 5. 

duly will Sin, becauſe it is repuguant to 200. 201. 
the Reaſon of a Man, Sed non abbo 2 
rea ratione Dei peccatum fieri ab Hominibus, 
quia ex ſe habet quod eſt conducibile ad bonum, 
tanquam Materia ſcilicet non tantum idonea ſed 
etiam neceſſaria exercendæ divine Fuſtitiæ & 
Miſericordiæ, but it is not diſſonant to the right 
Reaſon of God, becauſe it is conducible ta (his) 
Good, as affording not only fit, but neceſſary Mat- 
ter for the exerciſing of his Fuſtice and Mercy. 
But why ſhould it not be agreeable to the 
Reaſon of Man, to will it for theſe Ends? 
For if, as he faith, that Manifeſtation, tho' 
conjunct with Sin, is Deo multo conducibilius, 
than that Good which Sin depri veth us of, can it 
be Sin in Man, to prefer what is more de- 
ſirable to God, to that which is only deſi- 
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* The Falſe Aﬀertions of 51 


DISC. rable to himſelf, when he goes on to fay, 


That Holineſs is only the Creatures Good, but ij, 


= other it the Creator's Good? Doth he not 


ſtrengthen the Reaſon, why the Creature 
ſhould will to fin, becauſe he is to will what 
is the Good of the Creator, rather than 
what is the Good of the Crrature only, 
when he ſays, God willeth not bis own Sin, but 
the Sin of others? I enquire, Why Man may 
not will the Sin of others, for the ſame 
good Ends for which God wills it? Por 
tho Man cannot bring Good out of Evil, 
yet he knows God can do it, and that is the 
Reaſon which theſe Men aſſign, why God 
may will that it ſnall be done; and why is 
it not as good a Reaſon, why Men ſhould 


will the doing it by others, ſeeing this 


* 


' 
4 
? | 1 | 
» » 4 8 
| [ 97 q 3 
* * 
4 4 
4 6 * 
- 9 * 
- * 
I 


. a * 2 
_—_——— — 4 * 3 


Don g the 


7 Rf 
— : : | | 


DISCOURSE TV. 


oi 


* 


Defending my Annotations from 
all the Cavils the Doctor made 
againſt them. „ 
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T Remains only now, That I defend DISC. 
the Expoſitions given in my Annota- Ty. 
tions, and not conſider'd in the for- 
mer Diſcourſes, from the Dr's Cavils; 

and if I cannot do this without reflecting 

upon the Dr's Ignorance, and want of 
Logick, his confident Denial of the Truth 

laid before his Eyes, and his Inability to 

Anſwer what he pretends to Anſwer, this 

being only what is neceſſary to be done in 

my own Defence, the Dr, cannot juſtly 

be offended that I do what he himſelf hath 

made neceſſary to be done. And. 
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Firf, It is not much to the Dr's Credit, 
that, in almoſt all his pretended Confuta- \ 
tions of my Expoſitions, he hath either re- il 
turned no Anſwer to the Arguments by ee 
which I have confirmed them, or to the Pi 
Reaſons J have 1 againſt the "IP Ms 
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A Defence of my Annotations 


DISC. he puts upon the Words, or elſe hath only 
IV. touch'd upon one or two of them, and that 
A with great Weakneſs, or Diſingenuity, f 


P. 458. 


5. 282. 


P 211. 


and left the reſt in their full Strength, an 


In my Note on Matth. xxiv. 24. they ſhall 


ſo doth only magno conatu nibil agere. Thus 


do ſigns and wonders, to deceive if it were jſ- 


fable the very Elec, I offer three Arguments 
againſt his Expoſitions of thoſe Words, to 
two of which he hath not one Word toſay. 
(2.) I return three direct Anſwers to the 
Argument for the Saints Indefectibility ur- 
ged from thoſe' Words, to two of which 
he hath nothing to reply. _ 
So again his Interpretation of Chriſt's 
Words, Fohbn vi. 44. No man can come unto me, 
except the Father draw bim; and on thoſe 
Words, v. 37. All that the Father giveth ne 
ſhall come to me, is there confuted by variety 
of Arguments, all which he is contented to 
paſs by in Silence. LL Ei 
In the Note on Act, xiii. 48. As man) as 
Were ordained to eternal life, believed. I offer 


three cogent Arguments againſt his Expo- 


fition of thoſe Words, 
attempt to Anſwer. . 
He ſaith, à late Author in his Annotation: 
on Rom. v. and Eph. ii. denies the Imputation 
of Original Sin, and the propagating of it h 
Generation, and one might reaſonably have 
expected, that in a Diſſertation of Origi- 
nal Sin, ſomething might have been offe- 
red againſt the Strength and ſhining Er 
a * enee 


Which he durſt not 


ations 
tation 
it h 
have 
rigi- 
: off. 

Evi- 
dence 


againſt Dr. Edwards's Cavils., 99 
dence of his Reaſons, and the Suffrage of DISC. 


Antiquity produced to ſupport his Denial; IV. 


but the Dr. was ſullenly refolv'd to ſay 
nothing. ee a 

On Rom. ix. 18. Eſtbius notes, That Indura- 
tio cujuſpiam in prima ſua origine, quæ eſt pri- 
ma Derelictio, ſeu Percati Permiſſio, non aliam 
babet cauſam quam Dei Voluntatem ; this I ſay 
there, is an execrable Note, and offer three 
Reaſons why I fay fo: To which the Dr. 


only anſwers, That he hath obſerved in another p. 162. 


place 3 that ſome of my 0w1n Notes rather ſeem to 
deſerve that Epithet, 1 

In my Note on James i. 14. I aſſert, 
That the Deſires and Luſtings of the ſenſual Ap- 
petite, are not our Sins till e conſent to them; 
and this Aſſertion is there ſtrengthned with 
ſuch cogent Reaſons, that the Dr. durſt 
not attempt to anſwer them. To which I 
add, that all Sin ſuppotes an Act of the 
Will, ſince otherwife a Man muſt be a 
Sinner whether he will or no; and all 
Conſent is alſo an Act of the Will, with⸗ 
out which there can be no Will, and ſo no 
Sin. To the Arguments there offered the 
Dr. hath nothing to ſay; and ſo I might 
refuie to anſwer his Attempts from Scripture 
to prove the contrary ; eſpecially if it be 
confidered, that the Dr. yields the Point in 
the very firſt Words of that Paragraph, by 
ſaying, this is that Luſt which every Man is 


drawn away f as often as he yields to Temptation; 
for can he yield to Temptation without 
conſenting to it? And the Apole's Words 

1 plainly 


P. 282. 
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100 A Defence of my Annotations 
DISC. plainly inforce this Conceſſion; for he 


doth not ſay. every Man fins, but every 


WAYS Man is temp ed, wiz. to ſin, and enticed to 


fin, when be is drawn away by his own Luft. 
Now it is no Man's Sin to be only tempted 


and enticed to ſin, provided he reſiſts the 


Temptation; but only to yield and con. 
ſent to that Evil to which he is tempted 
and enticed. But againſt the plain ſenſe 
of the Apoſtles Words, and the plain Rea- 
{ons which confirm it, the Dr. advances this 
ſenſeleſs Objection, That the carnal Mind is 
enmity to God ; as if to have Appetites and 
Deſires towards Objects grateful to our 
Senſes, tho? we do not ſuffer them to pre- 
vail ſo far, as to gain the leaſt conſent of 
our Wills, were to be carnally minded, and 
ſo ebnoxious to Death eternal. | 


To his ſecond Argument from thoſe 
Words, Rom. vii. 7. I bad not known Sin, but 
by the Law ; for I had not known Luſt, except 
the Law bad ſaid, thou ſhalt not covet, I an- 
{wer, This Precept was not given to Brutes, 
but to the Fews, that is, to Men capable 
of uſing the Liberty of their Wills, and 
who are, upon that account, capable of 
obeying, or tranſgreſſing the Precept gi- 
ven; but as I know of no Precept, forbid- 
ding thoſe Acts of the brutiſh Appetite, 
which prevent our Reaſon and our Will ; 
ſo is it impoſſible they ſhould be the Sins 
forbidden in this Text, becauſe they are 
neither human Actions, nor is it in the 


Power 


: 4 ainſt Dr. Edwards's Cavils. 


Power of our Will, and Reaſon to prevent DISC, 


them: I cannot therefore anſwer better 


than the Judicious Tolet doth upon theſe &WW 


Words, Notandum eſt non quamcunque Con- 
cupiſcentiam eorum que ſunt contra Legem eſſe 
probibitam ; ſed que voluntaria et, quia aut 
naſcitur ex Voluntate, aut accedit Voluntatis 
conſenſus ; que enim in nobis Concupiſcentiæ & 
Appetitus fiunt ratione refragrante, ( dixerim 
non ad vertente) (non enim ſenſitivus Appetitus 
Voluntati noſtræ ſemper ſubjacet) has non pro- 
hibet Deus, quoniam non prohibentur, niſi Actus 
voluntarii, qui in manu noſtra ſunt, hujuſmodi 
autem Concupiſcentiæ non ſunt liberæ, nec in 
manu noſtra, ideo nec probibitæ ſunt, nec pec- 
cata, The Engliſh of which Words in 
my Note on St. James is this, There is no 
Law made to the ſenſual Appetite alone, but to 
the whole Man, ( having the Ule and Liber- 
ty of Reaſon) who cannot binder ſenſual Ap- 
petites from ariſing in him before be perceives 
them; but he can reſtrain the Will from conſenting 
to them, as ſoon as be perceives them; and 
this being all he can do, muſt be all he is obliged 
by the Law to do. . 55 


24h), Where he attempts to anſwer, he 
doth it with great Weakneſs, and too oft 
with greater Diſingenuity: For inſtance 
to my firſt Argument to prove the Words 
of Chriſt, Matth. xxiv. 24. contain not any 
Proof of the Indefectibility of the Saints, 
he thus replies He thinks he reaſons Clerkly, 
N e when 
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102 A Defence of my Annotations 
DISC. when be adds, Is it ſuitable to the Wiſdom of our 


IV. Lord, to uſe (ſo) great diligence and caution, (a; 
be doth) leſt they ſhould be deceived, (by theſe 


Men ;) and, at the (ame time, to aſſure them 
it was impoſſible they ſhould be deceived ? This bg 
looks upon as a great Abſurdity ; but herein he 
is much miſtaken ; for there is great need of theſy 
Exhortations to Diligence and Cautzon, they be- 
ing preſcribed as means of Perſeverance. 
Anſw. Here the Dr. is both miſtaken and 
deceitful; for he not only conceals the 
particular Texts, relating to this Caution 
on which my Argument is grounded, viz. 
Let no Man deceive you ; for many ſhall come in 
my name, ſaying, I am Chri#t, v. 4. many falſe 
Chrifts and falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe to deceive the 
Ele& ; look ye therefore to it, Mark xiii. 22, 23. 
but leaves out the (ſo,) and theſe Men, in 
which Words the Strength of my Argu- 
ment lies; and ſo makes me to argue only 
from Exhortations in the General, whereas 
L only argue from theſe particular Exhor- 
tations now, mentioned. And I appealto 
all Men of Judgment, whether, to intro- 
duce our Saviour ſaying to his Diſciples, 
take heed, and ſee to it, that you be not deceived 
by theſe falſe Prophets, and yet in the ſame 
Diſcourſe, to the ſame Perſons, at the 
{ame time, to aſſure them it was impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould be deceived by thoſe Falſe 
Prophets, be not a great Abſurdity, and an 
Affront to his Divine Wiſdom? © 
In my firſt Anſwer to this Text, I ſay, 


7. 


n 


That the Phraſe, a rale, if it be poſſible, or if 


again Dr. Edwards's Cavill. 103 


it may be, doth not denote an abſolute Impoſſibility; DISC, 
but only @ great Difficulty in the Performance of IV. 
an Act poſſible: And this I prove from three eb 
Inſtances. . The Dr. anſwers, 2e are not ob- Ibid-. 

lig d to entertain this Expoſition, unleſs be could . 

2 Pp no ed para 5 go \eply, 
of ſheaking denotes à thing to ye impoſſible. Now 
Lirevgy for owed he ſhews his miſerable 
want of Logick; for he could not but fee, 
that I was there anſwering this Argument, 


That which is inupoſſible, 1 that which can- | 
nor happen, but the deception of the Eled is : 
„ TE 


Now. here the major Propoſition being in 
materia neceſſaria, muſt be equivalent to an 
univerſal Affirmative ; and the Proof of it 
muſt not only be from one, or two Texts, 
in which the Phraſe, 6 rale, if it be poſſible, 
ſignifies an abſolute Impoſſibility; but from 
an Introduction of all the Places where this 
Phraſe is uſed, that being only univerſally 
true, Which is true in all Particulars. A- 
gain, That which is neceſſary, and impoſ- 
ſible tobe otherwiſe, never can be ſo; by 
proving then from three places, that the 
ſenſe of this Phraſe may be otherwiſe than 
his Argument neceſſarily doth ſuppoſe, I 
have fully deſtroy'd the Strength of it. 

And whereas the Dr. ſaith, e. are ſure 
that it hath this fignification in theſe Words, Mat, 
XXVi. 39. Vit be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from 
me, and in Theſe, . Xiv. 30. He * 
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Defence of my Annotations 


DISC. if it were poſſible the hour might paſs from bim. 


He plainly ſeems to contradict our Sa. 


A viour'sSaying inthe very next Words, v6. 
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Abba Father, all things are poſſible fo thee, let ty 
Cop peſ fs , Yn, 


To my Expoſition on John vi. 37. 44 He 
faith this drawing, of the Father, is meant of the 
force of Miracles, ſaith Dr. Whitby ; but this 
75 utterly againſt the ſcope of the place, as we may 
gather from the very next Words, It is writtey 
in the Prophet, that they ſhall be all taught of Cod; 
every Man therefore who hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father cometh tome. 


I anſwer, That this is but one half of 
my Expoſition, the whole being this, That 
Men are drawn to Chriſt by the Promiſe 
of Eternal Life, to be obtained by coming 
to Chriſt, and by confirming of Chrift's 
Teſtimony, That whoſoever ' believed in bim 
ſhould have eternal life, by the Works which 
the Father had given him to do. 

24ly, Whereas he confidently faith, that 
this is proved to be againſt the Scope of the 
place from the following Words, v. 45. without 
the Shadow of an Argument toſupportthat 
Confidence, I, on the contrary, ſay, theſe 
Words are a ſtrong Confirmation of my 

Expoſition; for is not he taught of God, 
who is taught by him, that he ſent his Son 
to be the Saviour of the World ; and hath 
not he heard, and learned of the Father, 
who hath heard his Teſtimony of the Son 


con- 


A 


He ſaith, ve are not to liſten to bat a late LA 
Writer, (D. WW.) on the place (Joh. vi. 37-) ſaith, P. 386. 


That to be given of the Fat ber, is, (1.) to be con- 
vinced by the Miracles which God bath wrought 


by Chriſt, to teſtify the truth of his Miſſion, and 


to be willing, on theſe Teſtimonies, to own him'as 
the Meſſiah ; ſo far the Dr. My Words, I go 
on thus, laying aſide all thoſe unreaſonable Pre- 


judices, and carnal Affect ions which obſtructed 
their coming to him, This, ſaith the Dr. is a 
groundleſs Expoſition; becauſe, according 
to this, here is no giving the Perſons to the 
Son by the Father, but only giving them 
Conviction as to the Miracles, which is a 
quite different thing. As if the Fathers gi- 
ving that Teſtimony by his Miracles, which 
engaged them to come to the Son, were 
not his giving them to the Son, intended 


in thoſe Words, All that the Father giveth me 


ſhall come unto me. 


5 zH, In the Nc te on Acts 13. 48. 1 ſay 
*ris highly probable, the genuine import 


y of theſe words is this, Gove nany Ts) ery i, 25 
many as were diſpoſed for eternal life, believed. 
And of this ſenſe of the Word I laid Six 


Inſtances before his Eyes. 


| Yer here the P.. rubbs his Forehead, 
and with his uſual Confidence ſaith, That 


this Verb rare» and mir]lwam, never ſignifies in 
any Author, an internal quality or diſpoſition, 
but always ſome external ordering, ſtoutly de- 
nying Matters of Fact plainly viſible oh 
TOON OE, ore 


againſt Dr. Bdwards's'Civils: re5 
confirm d by che Miracles done by the D ww 
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106 Defence of u Annotation: 


Cant. | 
48hly, In 


DIS C. fore his Eyes. And whereas my firſt In- aly, 
IV. ſtance is in theſe Words, relating to St. Paul, gue tt 
rs wales, for ſo-He war diſſes, Ml 1, i. 
Acts xx; 13. without any notice of. theſe cut 
Words taken by him, he adds with the Wl (ary #4 
fame Confidence, That it is obſervable thy Ml tho 1. 
tbis is the conſtant accept ation of it in the his Wl 1e#t; 1 
Book of the Acts whereſoever it occurs. Which Ml if 164 
ſure, ' ff quid in homine pudoris eſt, muſt make ¶ receſ! 
_ bluſh. 8 1108 = gant Lag blame- 
Igo on thus, The ſecond import, of which WM Now 
theſe 2 are capable, is this, Thot as bon 4 be a 
were well-diſpoſed, believed to eternal Life, WM of hi: 
Now this, faith the Doctor, is an extrava- Ml covia 
gant, needleſs, and arbitrary attempt of alterins with 
the Grammatical Courſe, 4 Syntax of the Words, e the 
To manifeſt the Falſhood of this, it will Wl i Go: 
be only neceſſary to lay the Words of the ¶ cont 
Evangeliſt before the Reader's Eyes, which Wl of M 
lie in order thus; *Enrwory 3504 noun TeJayuin, tives 
Lic Coty ala, In my conſtruction they lie God 
thus, #0 10 ay TS] ay wire EISEVT ay: eis C we dude, thus 
in his thus, ct v Tr]eypwire eis Cour div to ce 
'6zi5evoev, Now I ask, Where there is any Of. F 
diſlocation, or alteration. of the Gramma - over 
tical Courſe, and Syntax of the Words Ma. 
more viſible in mine, than in his ordering, Naco 
and Tranſlation of them? Moreover, of it, \ 
ſuch Mutation of the Order of the Words, and 
few Chapters of the whole New Teſta- WU ant 
ment are without an Inſtance ; this of the che 
Acts affords many, ſee v. 10, 15, 20, 23, 34, 1 as 
39, 46. So far is this from being extravs- ſi. 


againſt Dr. Edwards's Cavils. 107 


aly, In my Note On Act: Xvi. 14. 'T:ar- DI SC; 


gue thus, Either Lydia alone was Aα, wor- IV. 


* 


ive this Influx ;: or if it were abſolutely neceſ- 


41 no more fitted, or diſpoſed for it, than the 
et, received it, the other Auditors, for ant 
if this extraordinary Influence, mut lye ander a 


| neceſſity of not believing, and. ſo it could not be 


ame- wort hy in them that they did not believe, 
Now this Argument being too ftrong to 
be anſwered, he betakes . himſelf to one 
of his two uſual Words of Calumny, Ra- 
covianiſm, Pelagianiſm, and charging me 
with attributing the opening the beart, which 
is the firſt Work of converſion, to Man, and not P. 338. 
10 Go; whereas he knows that I aſſert the | 
contrary, declaring, that both the Liberty 
of Man to chuſe the Good, and the Mo- 
tives Which induce him to do it, is of 
God, and I hope he will allow to Man 
thus fitted, and excited by God, a Power 
to conſent to the Divine Motives offer'd 
on purpoſe to gain that conſent. More- 
over, I there direct him to my Note on 
Matth. xi. where he will find that this 
Racovian Divinity, as he ignorantly ſtyles 
it, was the Divinity of all the Agcients; 


and alſo will: firid it proved by t WO un- 


anſwerable Arguments, as well as from 
the Text, enquire in it abo if wortby, that it 
Pp alſo the Divinity, of dhe Bleſſed Je- 


F a - 


In 


„ 


h, i. e. prepared, 74 and fitted to re. 
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108 A Defence of my Annotations 
IscC. In my Note on x Cor. viii. 11. I ar 
1 IV. from theſe Words, ſo ſhall thy weak Broke 
WAV periſh for whom Chrift dyed, and from the liky 
Words, Rom. xiv. 15. That Chriſt intentio. 
nally dyed for them that may for ever peri , 
confuting the Evaſions both of them who 
interpret the Apoſtles Words, Of them fir 
whom e ought in Charity to judge Chriſt dye, 
and of them who interpret them only 
doing that which in its ownnature tends to male 


our Brother Periſh, tho thro God's preventing it 
bath not that Iſſue. | 


Now here the Dr. repeats the two baf. 
fled Evaſions as a ſufficient Anſwer to m 
Argument, without offering the leaſt Word 

of Anſwer to the Arguments by which 
they were both confuted. © 


6ly, In my Note on 1 Cor. i. 8. Who ſhall 
alſo confirm you to the end, that you may be un. 
blameable in the day of our Lord Feſus Chrift ; 
to the Argument advanced from theſe 
Words, I give two Anſwers to which He 
- hath nothing to ſay. And then I add two 
Arguments to. prove, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


not here of any Promiſe made to the Elect, only 


among tbe;Corinthians,, oo 

If, Becauſe: He plainly ſpeaks to the 
whale. Body of the Church, to the Church of 
God hich va in Corinth; to all that call upon 
the name f our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Anſw. 


againſt Dr. Edwards's Cavils. 109 

Anſw. To this I anſwer, ſaith the Dr. that D IS C. 
the! the Words Church and Saints in that ſecond IV. 
Verſe are to be underſtood in general, yet here they N 
are reſtrained to ſome few of the Corinthians, P. 45 6. 


Reply 1ſt. This is gratis dictum without the 
leaſt offer of Proof, and therefore is no 
Anſwer at all. ah, It is manifeſtly falſe; 
for the Apoſtle having ſpoken to all the 


| Saints called, and to all that call upon the name. 


of Chriſt, v. 2. goes on, ſaying, v. 3. xs: 
uy, Grace be to you, and v. 4. Giving thanks 
to God for the Grace given, vuv, to you; ſo 
that you are wanting in no gift, and then adds, 
v.3. That He will confirm, vuas, you to the end, 
ſpeaking evidently {till of the ſame Per- 
enn; mmol tt . 

2H, I add, That He ſpeaks not only of their 
being preſerv d from falling away finally, but 
of their being preſerved unblameably, whereas it 
is certain, the Ele are not always ſo pre- 


ſerved. 


_Anſw. The Dr. Anſwers, That all the 
Ele& are in the Evangelical Interpretation 
r and unreprovable in this 
A . A ane; 

| Reply. Then was neither David blame- 
worthy or reproveable for his Murther and 

Adultery, nor Solomon for his Idolatry, nor 
Peter for his Denial of his Maſter: with an 
Oath. In a word, either theſe Actions 
were Violations of the Evangelical Cove- 
nant, or they were not; if they were, _ 
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DISC. 


| A Defence of my Annotation 
Ele&. Perſons could not be unblameahle. 
and unreproveable, atleaſt before they had 
repented of them ; if they were not, then 
Murther, Adultery, Idolatry, and the De. 
nial of Chriſt with a falſe Oath, can be 
no Violations of the New Covenant. He 
proceeds to advertiſe me, that I ſhould have 
talen notice, that they are ſaid to be blameltſ; in 
the Day of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt; for then, and 
not before, they are fully acquitted from all blame 


and guilt, © 


y. Now, 1, This is a plain Confutati- 


R 
on of his former Anſwer, That in the Evange- 


lical Interpretation they are in this Life unblame- 
able. (2.) The Text faith not that they will 
be blameleſs in the Day of Chriſt, but that 
he will confirm them (in their Obedience) 
zs Ts, to the end that they may (then) be 


found ſo, And (z.) he might have obſeryd, 


that at the very beginning of this Note, I 
did take notice of theſe Words, and of the 
Inference the Fathers made from them. 

 6thly, In my Note on 1 Pet. i. 5. As In- 
heritance in Heaven is reſerved for you, who are 
kept by the Power of God thro Faith to Salva- 
tion; I ſay theſe Words do not import, that all 


that have true Faith are (always) kept by the 


Power of God, ſo that they ſhall continue inthe 


Faith; but that they ſhall be thus preſerved, if 


they continue in the Faith, rooted and ſettI'd, and 
are not roved away from the hope of the Goſpel, 
Col. i. 23. if they hold the beginning of tbeir 
confidence firm to the end, Heb. iii. 14. 


Anſ . 


againſt Dr. Eduards G Cell 141 


N nne in Dogg. O00 
Anſw. The Dr, ne glecting the Texts, by yak 
the Aſſertion, This is wery ſtrange; for if the ö 
Reader be pleaſed to conſult the Context, he will P. 460. 
he convinc d of the contrary. The Apoſtle had 
jold them, that they were begotten to a lively 
hope of an Inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
reſeru'd in the Heavens for them, v. 3, 4. SO 
far he ſpeaks the Truth; but, faith he, it 
might be reply'd to this, that poſſibly they might 
never arrive at that Place; becauſe ſtraight is 
the Gate, and narrow 4s the Way that leadeth ta 
Life, and few there be that find it ; to prevent or 
take off this Objection, the Apoſtle lets them 
know, in the next Words, that they are kept by 
the Power of God thro' Faith unto Salvation. 


” 
4 * * 


Reply. All this is pure Invention; let the 
Dr. prove, that either this Reply was made 
by any to St. Peter, or that he ſpake theſe 
| Words: to prevent that Objection, and IL 
1 wilt dyn that he hath impaired the 
Strength of my Anſwer. The Words of 
KY the Apoſtle ſuppoſe no ſuch matter, but 
„ ſay only, That this inheritance is reſerved for 


the you, who are kept by the power of God, throug 
the faith, umò falommm, makifig, A8 Iff fe 


9 I | 
if | Places cited he manifeſtly doth, their con- 
* tinuance in the Faith, the means of their 
bel, being kept by the Power of God unto 
Mx Salvation. And thus I have finiſhed my 
| Defence of the Interpretations given in 
my Annotations, and conceive, I have 
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112 A Def of my Annotations, GC, 


DISC. made good the Character given lately of 
IV; the Dr. in Print, That he is a Warm, but a 
Meat Writer; which is abundantly confir- 
med by this, and many other of the Dr's 
ee 


pinic 
tion 
uſed 
ther 
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APPENDIX 


A Short Anſwer to his tedious Diſ- 
courſe, concerning the fed Term 


of Human Life. 
In Treating of which, T ſhall, Firſt, ſhew 


the State of the Queſtion. 

II. I ſhall endeavour to Anſwer all his 
Arguments from Scripture, and from Rea - 
ſon,produced to eſtabliſh his Aſſertion, And, 
III. Shall Demonſtrate, That he neither 
bath, nor can he anſwer the Arguments 
produced againſt it from Scripture and 
J. om Reaſon. 
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CHAP. I. 


5 H E State of this Queftion might 
1 5 be given in the Words of Seneca, 
and other profeſs'd Sroicks; for 
the Dr: is plainly of the ſame O- 

pinion with them, and attempts the Solu- 

tion of our Arguments, as they formerly 

uſed to do the like Arguments, -uſed by o- 

ther Heathen Writers * their inexorable 

ED Fate: 
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P. 4. 


P. 7. 


P. 9. 


APPENDIX. 


Fate. But I ſhall Preſent it to the Reader M Sen 
firſt in the Dr's Words, and then in thoſe of M port 


the Rigid Stoicks exactly parallel to them, M 47 : 
And, | Wy ſettle 

Firf, He aſſerts, That Man's Life bere up. all tl 
on Earth, and all things appertaining to it, an MI fits! 
unalterably appointed and predetermined. They. WM ?roz 
ry individual and preciſe time of his continuance ceſſ- 
in the World, is prefixed and determined by the Al-. lives 


mighty. That the End of our Lives is exacti 17 


determined ; and that we muſt deſcend into the ever 
Grave, at the very moment which was prefixed of n 
by the Divine Decree, That the particular limits doth 
of all Mens Lives, were determined by God befar: the ( 


the Foundation of the World; and that no Per(nlf 
ever went beyond theſe Limits, or came ſhort 
them. That the term of our Lives is fixed from 
Eternity, and beyond this no Man can go, and 


no Man can fall ſhort of it. Laſtly, That Man's ſary 
time on Earth is ſet and appointed, and it is inW con- 
feln to add to it, or to take from it. And this ders 
ne fully proves from Seneca and Antoninus the . 
to have been the Doctrine of the Stoich ons, 
which no body can deny. brin 
Secondly, He adds, That the Eternal D fary 
crees reach not only to the End, but to the Mean muſ 
in order to it, they extend not only to Perſons and una 
Things, but to Time and Place, and all oth Cau 
circumſtances belonging to them, p. 2. All th and 
events and iſſues of Thingsthat happen, are dei Ke 
mined before-hand, not only the time when, an the 
t be place where, but the kind what, the mami Pen 
where, the meaſure how much, the end and i 75 


bow l, are fixed h on merring band; 
cen 
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APPENDIX. 


Scenes of Man's Life are all laid out, and every 
art that is acted was pre-aſſign Th Cad, 0-3. 


All the Events of the World were from Eternity 


ſettled and determined, p.23 He predetermines 
all things that ever ſhall come to paſs. Olim con- 
fitutum eff quid guadeas, quid fleas, Sen. de 
Provid. C. 5. Now the immediate and ne- 


ceſſary Conſequences of this Doctrine, de- 


livered in the Pr's own Words, are theſe, 


1, That not only the exact Period of 


erery Man's Life is unavoidably fixed, and 
of neceſſity muſt happen exactly when it 
doth, but that all the Means, the Actions, 


the Circumſtances, and Events which ren- 


der the Period of Life, in ſome ſhorter, in 
others longer, which . cauſed ſome to be 
cut off in the mid it of their days, and others: 

fulfill the number of them, muſt alfo be neceſ- 
fary and unavoidable. . For if the Decree, 
concerning the End of Human Life, ren- 
ders that End neceſlary and unavoidable, 
the Decree. concerning the Means, Acti- 
ons, Events, and Circumſtances which 
bring Men to that End, muſt be alſo nece(- 
ſary and ungvoidable : For as every Effect 
muſt have its Cauſe, ſoevery N and 
unavoidable Effect muſt proceed from a 
Cauſe equally neceſſary and unayoidable; 
and where there is 2 Power, Which can be 
exerciſed ſo, as to ayoid, or to refuſe to do 
the Action on which the Iſſue or Effect de- 


1 


tet. And, on the other hand, where the 
Effect is neceſſary 17 unavoidable, there 
” ; 2 can 


pends, there is a Power to hinder the Ef- 
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APPENDIX. 


can be no Power to refuſe that Action by 


becauſe t 
remains, tho the Decree hath rendred the 


as if I ſhould ſay, a Bird is free to flee whi- 


_neceſfary, by the Decree of God, that they 


the End; becauſe theſe are the Means, by 


thou ſhalt prolong thy 


which it is produc'd; ſince no Man can 
have Power, to refuſe to do that which is 
neceſſary to be done by him. To fay, in 
this Caſe, a Man is free to do this Action, 

he Power, or Faculty of doing it 


Exerciſe of that Faculty impracticable, is, 


ther it will,-tho' T hold it faſt in my Hands, 
becauſe it hath Wings to flee; or that a 
Man impriſoned, and fetter'd, is free to 
walk whither he will, becauſe he hath 
Feet, and a Locomotive Faculty. 

24ly; Hence it muſt follow, that when 
Good Men do, by the Fear and Love of 
God, and by Obedience to his Command- 
ments, prolong their days, it was abſolutely 


ſhould thus Love, Fear, and Obey him to 


God appointed, to lengthen out their Lives 
to ſuch a Period, By theſe things, ſaith God, 

| 25 Deut. xxxii. 46, 47. 
long life they add to thee, Prov. iii. 16. By the 
fear of the Lord thy days ſhall be multiplyed, and 
the years of thy life ſhall be increaſed. Now ſee- 
ing the Decree of God concerning their 
long Life, is alſo a Decree concerning all 


the Means, Actions, Events, and Circum- 


ſtances which bring them to that Period; 
it cannot be neceſſary and unavoidable, 
that their Lives ſhould extend to the De- 


Creed Period, unleſs thoſe Means, . 
| an 


| i, e. Fate makes it neceſſary that we ſhould uſe 


And ſo the Murther of Abel by Cain, Gen iv. 


APPENDIX. 117 


and Circumftances, on which that Period 
depends, be alſo neceſſary and unavoida- 
ble. And therefore Seneca confeſſes, That De quel. 
if Prayer or Sacrifices be Means to pre- hal. 
ſerve Life, or obtain any Bleſſing, hoc quo- 2 (38. 
que fato eſſe comprehenſum, ut fiant vota, ideo 
fent, idem tibi dico de Expiationibus, effugict 
pericula, ſiexpiaverit prædictas divinitus minas; 
at hoc quoque in fato eſt, ut expiet, ideo expiabit 
them. And yet IJ have ſhewed, that in the 
udgment not only of Sober Heathens, but Piſc. Iv. 

of all the Ancient Chriſtians, this Neceſſity Chap. 4,5. 
deſtroys all Vertue, and renders all Acti- | 
ons ſo performed, worthy of no Reward 
or Praiſe. And this the Dr. owns and 
proves by ſaying, That Willingneſs, Freedom, p. 261, 
and Choice are neceſſarily required to all Vertue 
and Goodneſs, and what the Apoſtle ſaith o 
Charity, that it ſhould not be of neceſſity, but wil- 
lingly, Philem. 14. is true of all good works, 
and atts of religion. . | 

dly, Hence it follows, That all the Sins, 
raſh Actions, Improvidence, Quarrels, 
Contentions, and all the Wars by which 
Mens Lives are ſhortned, are even by God's 
Decree neceſſary and unavoidable; For 
ſince the Period of every Man's Life, ac- 
cording to this Doctrine, by the Decree of 
God, is fixed and unavoidable, the Actions, 
Means, Events, and Circumſtances, which 
bring them to that Period, muſt alſo. be 
fixed and unavoidable by the ſame Decree. 


12 the 
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APPENDIX. 
the Sin of Er and Onan, Gen. xxxviii. 8, 16, 
of Zimri and Cozbi, Numb. xxv. 14, 15. of 
Uzzab, 2 Sam. 6, 7. and of all thoſe why 
by Self-Murther, or by Capital Offences, 
come to an untimely End, muſt, by Vir- 
tue of God's Decree, not only be determi. 
ned to be done by them, but alſo to be 
done in ſuch a Meaſure, at ſuch a Time 
and Place, and with ſuch Circumſtances, 
and ſo they are, as Manilius the Stoick ſaith, 
ad culpam, pænamq; Creati. Ro 
Nor can it be here reaſonably anſwered, 
That tho' the Action in the Caſe be unz- 
voidable, rhe Will of him that doth it may 
be free; forif by being free, you mean 


the Will to do that Action was avoidable 


by him that did it, and he might have re- 
fuſed to be willing to perform it, the 
Action alſo muſt be avoidable, and he 
might have refuſed to do it; for ſince 
whatever Action a Man doth, he muſt firſt 


will and chuſe to do it, what he lyes under 


no neceſſity to will, he can lye under no 
neceflity to do; but if the Action be by 
God's Decree fixed and determined, and 
therefore neceſſary and unavoidable, the 
Will to do it muſt be ſo alſo, by Virtue of 


Apud A. the ſame Decree. And therefore Chryſppus 
Gel.1.6.c1,0wns, That tho' Men voluntario impetu in 


Scelera & Delia ruant,*rnſh voluntarily into 
Sin and Wickedneſs, id ipſum ut ed ratione fat 
naturals illa, & neceſſaria rerum conſequentia 
eſficit, quæ Fatum vocatur, yet that they ſhould 
* thus fin voluntarily, is from that natural wr; 

e Neg: 


A END IX. 
© neceſſary conſequence of things, which is 
called Fate.” Now, why a good God ſhould 
condemn, and even damnMen for being wil- 
ling to do what his Decree hath made it ne- 
ceſſary for them both to will and do: Why 
a God of Truth and Sincerity ſhould com- 


mand them to avoid, under the higheſt Pe- 


nalties, what his Decree hath rendred una- 
voidable by them, or why a God of Ju- 
{tice ſhould puniſh his Creatures for that, 
which, by Virtue of his own Decree, they 
had no Power to ſhun, Let this Dr. Pro- 
fundus ſhew us. For, in the Judgment of 
all Men of Reaſon, f that | 
which it is not in the 
power of a Man to a- 
void, it cannot be his 
Duty to avoid, nor can 
it be his Sin that he doth 
not avoid It, nor can it . 

be juſt in God to puniſh him for not avoi- 
ding it. God cannot command a Man to 
will what his Decree hath made impoſſible 
for him-to will, or command him not to 


& eln pi we 


eroclem. cap. 45. 


will, what his Decree hath made it neceſ- 


ſary to will, becauſe he hath made it ne- 
ceſſary for him to do; and if it be unjuſt 
to puniſh a Man for an Action, which it 
was neceſſary for him to do, it muſt needs 
be ſo to puniſh him for being willing to do 
that Action; for that Moral Action, which 
it was neceſſary for him to do, it muſt be 
neceſſary that he ſhould will to do. 
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tency from doing what was morally Good 
which followed from it, ſeeing, according 


from Eternity, and ſo the neceſſary E- 


therefore muſt be alſo neceſſary, and un- 


AFP EN DTX. 
Nor can theſe Fataliſts find any refuge 
here by reſorting to the firſt Sin of Adam, 
or the neceſſity it brought upon his Off. 
ſpring to do Evil, or the ſuppoſed Impo- 


to their Doctrine, the Action, Means, and 
Circumſtances of that Sin, by the Decree 
of God, were fixed and predetermin'd 


vents and Conſequences of that Sin muſt 
be equally fixed and predetermined; and 


avoidable. | 

3. From what hath been diſcours'd, it is 
exceeding evident that the Dr. hath not 
been able to anſwer any of our Argu- 
ments from Reaſon againſt his Doctrine. 
The truth is, He hath miſerably deprav'd, 
and falſly repreſented them; I therefore 
ſhall propound them in their due Strength, 
and then it will appear that He hath aid 
nothing ſufficient to invalidate the force 
of them. 1 
Nov the Foundation of them all depends 


upon the State which He hath given of 


the Queſtion, and the Inferences deduced 
from it, viz. That where not the End on- 
ly, but all the Means, Actions, and Cir- 


cumſtances relating to that End, are ab- 


ſolutely determined, or are, by Virtue of 


a predeterming Decree, infallibly, and un- 
avoidably to come to paſs, all endeavours 
to avoid any of the Means, Actions, E- 
. n 


nent, and plainly falſe. It is impertinent, 
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vents, or Circumftances relating to that 


End, are vain, and inſignificant: Seeing, 


upon this Suppoſition, all theſe things are 


neceſſary, and muſt be done in that very 


time, place, and meaſure, in which from 
all Eternity it was decreed they ſhould be 


done. Thus when a Man lays violent 


Hands upon himſelf, if it were not.prede- 


termin'd that : He ſhould do that bloody 
Act at the very time, when, by doing it, 
He put an end to his Life, but He might 


either not have done it, or might have 
done it at that very time, it is evident 


that He might not have done it at that 


very time, and ſo the Period of his Life 


it was neceſlary, and determined from 


all Eternity, that this Action ſhould 
be done by him in that very nick of time 
in which 


e did it, it muſt be neceſſary 
by Virtue of that Predetermination, to be 
done by him then, and ſo ir muit be im- 
poſſible for him to. avoid the doing of it 
then. And then that Action being in its 


- own Nature damnable, the Damnation of 
that Perſon muſt by Virtue of this Decree, 


be neceſſary and unavoidable, - _ 
All that the Dr. here can ſay is this, 


That ir 5s 4 groſs Miſtake to aſſert that God's 


determination from Eternity concerning tbis Mat- 
ter, is the cauſe of this Perſon's ſinning ; for the 


Sin wholly proceeded from himſelf, and bis de- 


praved Will. Now this is viſibly imperti- 


for 
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was not fixed. But if, as the Dr. ſays, p. 41. 
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for the Argument only faith, That Gog'; 
Decree makes it neceſſary that the Action 

ſhould be then done, and the Inference i; 

this, That therefore if the Action be fin 

ful, it makes it neceſſary that the Sin 
mould be done. Moreover every necef. 
ſary Effect muſt have a neceſſary Cauſe, 
and when it is ſinful, a Cauſe that ſhall of 
neceſſity produce that Sin; now if that be 

q the depraved Will of Man, there muſt be 
E firſt a neceflary Cauſe of that Deprava- 
tion; And 24h, a Cauſe that neceſſitates 

that depraved Will thus to act at the very 

Hour, and not to act ſo either before, or 

after; now a previous Determination of 

God to that Hour will unavoidably do 

this, but I believe it is impoſſible for the 
Dr. to aſſign any other Cauſeof this double 
neceſſity; nor could this Self-murther be 
culpable, if both the Action, and the 
Principle of Action were neceſſary, it be- 

ing a Rule in Divinity, That no Man can 

lie under a neceſſity of Sinning, much leſs 

of committing a damnable Iniquity. 

Argument Secondly, This Doctrine deſtroys both 
II. the neceflity and the efficacy of Prayer, 
for Prayer is an Addreſs to God for ſomething 

that we want, and Prayer is a Means to obtain. 

Thus when we pray for Deliverance from 

ſudden Death, or for Recovery from that 
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APPENDIX. 123 
od's and alſo predetermined all the Actions 
tion Means, and Circumſtances that ſhall cer- 
© 1s tainly prolong that Life to the decreed Pe- 
in- riod; Can that Man want any Means 
Si neceſſary ſo to prolong his Life? If Prayer 
cel. be-one of the Means appointed for that 
uſe, W End, muſt it not then be as neceſſary for Rl 
of him to uſe that Means as to obtain that _ _ - 
the End? Or can Divine Wiſdom command, 15408 
be exhort, and encourage him, to do that nl 
Va- Duty in order to that End, which his De- =. 
ines cree hath antecedently made neceſſary to 46:0 
ery be done, and impoſlible to be avoided; or 1 
e left undone? Again, when God hath ab- bill | 
| of ſolutely decreed that the-Period of ſuch a Wl | 
do Man's Life ſhall be ſo ſhort, and that it 48 
ſhall be cut thus ſhort by his Iniquity, as 04 
ible he muſt have decreed; if he hath thus de- | 
be termin'd the individual Actions, Means, 
the and Circumſtanees which ſhall thus ſhor- | 
be- ten his Days, 4s that he cannot live one 1009 


can Moment longer; To what purpoſe then | 
leſs ſhould this Man pray that he may not com- | 


mit thoſe - Sins which God hath made the | ; 
oth neceſſary Means, in order to that fixed : 
ſer, Period? Can he by Prayer avoid what 
ing God hath antecedently made neceſſary to | 
ain. be done at ſuch a time, and then impoſ- | 
om ſible to be avoided by him: 5 
Nat This, ſaith the Dr. is inconſiderate, and iti 
ion bete arguing, and yet he hath nothing "Ul 
ut iconſiderate, and 825 Anſwers co op- 
hat poſe unto = as V. IS NE ( | | 
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Fir. That Whatever be the Decree concerning 


any Man's Life, He muſt not baulk bis know, 
Duty. As if that God who declares that he 
never ſaid to the ſeed of Facob, ſeek my face in 
vain, Iſa. xlv. 19. could make that any 
Mans Duty which muſt be done in vain, 
Now lure, to pray that may not happen to 


a Man, or be done by him at an time, 


His fixed Decree ? 


Thid. 


are to do is open and revealed, and we muſe betake 


which God's Decree hath made abſolutely 
neceſſary to be done, and impoſſible to be 
avoided by him at ſuch a time, muſt be to 
pray in vain. There is 4 fin unto death ſaith 
St. John in his firſt Epiſtle Chap. 5. 16. I 4 
not ſay that a man ſhall pray for it, 1. e. that 
God would give him life, ibid. Now is not 
that Sin which God's Decree hath made 
the neceſfary Means to bring a Man to 
Death at ſuch a time, a Sin unto Death, 


yea, if it be Self-murther deliberately com- 


mitted, to bring him to Eternal Death, can 
it be then to any purpoſe to pray againſt 
it? Or can a God of Wiſdom have made 
it any Man's known Duty thus to pray againſt 

If God hath made it all 
Men's Duty thus to pray, muſt he not by 
ſo doing give him ſufficient Evidence, 


that he who cannot command him to do 


a thing in vain, hath notthus fixed the Pe- 


riod of his Life by an unalterable De- 


cree ? -- 7 | 
2dly, The Decree, ſaith he, is bid, and ſe- 


cret, tho it be fixed and certain, but what we 


our 
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our ſelves to the practice of it without Diſpute - 
and Heſitancy, 3x 03 
But what if the Decree be ſecret; if it 
be fixed to a Moment; and I know from 
God's Word that it muſt be ſo. For how 
ſhould not knowing the Event, be a ſuffi- 
cient Motive to us, to uſe that which he 
calls the Means, ſo long as we believe the 
Event is already certainly determined, and 
can no more be changed by our Endea- 
vours, than we can ſtop the Courſe of the 
Heavens. This is therefore no better than 
to deny the Concluſion, when the Premi- 
fes are undeniable. e 
He concludes with this Enquiry, Is it not 5 38. 

very impious, as well as irrational and abſurd, 
to reſiſt theſe plain Injunctions and Commands, 
and to offer to frame Arguments again#t obſer- 
ving them? Thus is it uſual with Men 
when they are baffled to fall to Rayling ; 
and yet it is evident that the Impiety and 


Abſurdity lies in ſaying, what this Doctrine 


makes it neceſſary for Men to ſay, and 
own that God lays Injunctions and Com- 
mands on Men to do, or to avoid what his 
Decree hath before rendred lt impoſſible 


for them to do, or to avoid. That he 


enjoins me to take care of my Health 
and Life, when his Decree hath made it 
neceſſary for me to dye by the Want of 
that Care, whenever that Want is the 
Means of my Death; and commands me 
to apply my ſelf to fuch Ways, in order 
to my Health, when his Decree, that I 


| ſhould not have Health hath rendred it im- 


poſſible 
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poſſible I ſhould do any thing conducing 
to it. V 
Accordingly to this Objection,“ That if 
© the Term of Life be fixed, then the uſe of 
© Means in order to Health, and Preſervg- 


. © tion of Life, is impertinent, and to no 


© purpoſe; and it is in vain to be ſollici- 
© tous toeſcape Dangers ; for ifall Things 
© and Events be predetermined, it is im- 
© poſlible for us, with all our care, to pre- 
© vent, to fruſtrate, or in the leaſt to alter 
them.“ I ſay, to this invincible. Argu- 
ment, to which ſcarce any thing can be ad- 
ded, to give it clearer ſtrength, The Dr, 
calls this an Anſwer, 


That God doth generally, and for the miſt 
part conſerve, and ſuſtain the Life of Man in a 
natural way, and therefore we ought to contribute 
to it, by uſing ſuch means as are natural and pro- 
per, as avoiding of Dangers, preventing of Diſ- 


eaſes by Temperance and Sobriety, removing em 


by uſing the help of proper Medicines, by taking 
care of our ſelves Jul not raſhly expoſing: our ſelves 
to any harm. „ 

Now it is evident that this is no Anſwer; 


for when a Man dyes the ſooner, and at 
the fixed Period decreed by God, for want 
of the uſe of any of theſe things, muft he 
not, by virtue of the Divine Decree, have 


dyed at that very ſeaſon, and that for want 


of the uſe of ſome of theſe things; and can 


the Dr. prove, that it was Mens Duty to 
uſe thoſe Means which it was not __ 
rs : or 
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for them to uſe, and which they never 
could uſe but by ſo doing, they muſt null 
and fruſtate the unalterable Decree of God? 
If God hath ſo ordered the World, that a 
Man ought to'uſe, and may uſe the Means, 
which would preſerve his Life longer than 
it is preſerv d; or that he may forbear, 
and may not do the evil Action which 
brings Death upon him; then Conſultations 
are of uſe, then provident Care is needful, 
then itconcerns him to uſe thoſe Means, 
and to forbear thoſe evil Actions. But if 
God hath ſo ordered the World, that by 


virtue of his Decree, Man cannot neglect 


if he would, or will to neglect any of the 
Means by which his Life is produced to. 
the aſſigned Period, or that he cannot poſ- 
ſibly avoid any evil Action which brings 
him to that Period; then, in vain are all 


: 
. 
* 
* 
* * 


our Conſulations, in vain we trouble our 


ſelves, in vain do we take care to uſe or 


not to uſe thoſe Means, which are not in 


our power to uſe, or not to uſe. To make 
this {till more evident, by the inſtances of 


à Felo de ſe, and a condemned Malefactor; 


if either of them had Liberty not to have 
done as they. did, and they lay under no 
neceflity, the one to kill himſelf when he 
did, the other to commit that Capital Of- 
fence which brought him to his Death 


_ whenit did; then had they Liberty to con- 


tradict the abſolute Decree and Will of 
God, nor was it neceſſary that it fhould 
be accompliſhed ; hut if they had no Liber- 

; 39 "me 
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ty to contradict that abſolute Will of God, 


that they ſhould then Dye by thoſe very 


Actions, then was it the abſolute Decree 


of God, that they ſhould then do. as they 
did, and not do otherwiſe. 

Yet the Dr. endeavours to prove from 
Acts xxvii. 21, 24.—3 1. That a thing may 
be abſolutely foretold and decreed, and yet 


unleſs means be uſed by us, in order to the 


completion of it, ſhall never come to paß, it 


being ſaid by St. Paul, that there ſhould be no 


boſs of any perſon in the ſhip, v. 21. and by the 


Angel to him, v. 24+ ,, ov. 5 ©:35, God 


bath given ye all that ſail with ye ; and yet 


St. Paul faith, v. 31. Unleſs theſe mariners a- 


bide inthe ſhip, ye cannot be ſaved. Now from 
theſe Words, thoſe Rationaliſts the Dr. ſo 
vehemently inveighs againſt, argue thus, 
Either the Promiſe in St. Paul's Judgment, 
was abſolute and unconditional, and then 
he Lied, in ſaying except theſe abide in the 


: ſhip, ye cannot be ſaved, or it was conditio- 


nal, and ſo depended upon their Comply- 


ance with the Advice of St. Paul, and ſo 


they, notwithſtanding, might have peri- 


with this Proviſo, that you will do that 


ſhed, if they had not eomply'd with it. 
Theſe Words therefore, as Grotius notes, that 
what was ſaid v. 21. and 24. was to be un- 
derſtood with this Limitation, ſi me audia- 
tis, if ye will hearken to my counſel, and alſo 


which is in your Power, and God hath gi- 
ven you Skill and Ability to do: Thoſe 
that could ſwim being ſaved by Swim- 


ming; | 
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ming, and they that could not, by getting 
upon Boards and broken Planks, v. 433 44. 
They therefore having with them Mariners 
$kill'd in the conducting of the Ship, and 
power ſufficient to retain them in it, St Paul 
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informs them, that God's Promiſe of their 


? 


and not otherwiſe. 


— - 


Safety, was to be effective by their means, 


In fine, it is certain that we do reaſon- 


ably admoniſh and adviſe Men to avoid 
thoſe. Actions, which will bring Death 


upon them, and that God himſelf doth fre- 


uently caution his own People not to do 
ſuch orbidden. Actions, leſt they bear the 
puniſhment of their ſin, and dye for it, Lev. xxii. 
9. Numb. xyiii. 22, 32. but if thoſe Acti- 
ons, which bring this Death upon Men, 
were. neceſſary by the Decree of God to 
have this Effect upon them, it can be to no 
more purpoſe to admoniſh them, than to 
admoniſh Fools and Children; for no rea- 
ſon can be given why we do not admoniſn 
them, but this, that our Admonition can- 


not induce them to do otherwiſe; and if 


neither the Admonition of God or Men 
can induce any Man to do otherwiſe than 


he hath antecedently decreed they ſhall, 


there muſt be as little reaſon forthem. And 
as when Chry/ippms had laid down his Do- 
arine, That all Things and Actions came 
to paſs by Fate, or by a neceſſary Con- 


courſe of outward Cauſes, he charged 


Wicked Men not to excuſe their Crimes, 


by flying ad Fati neceſſitatem, that is, not to 


make 


A. Gel. 
J. S. c. Io 
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make this plain and neceſfary Inference 


from his Doctrine, that therefore all ſinful 
Actions come to paſs by Fate. So theſe 
Men having told us, That all Actions and 
Events, all Means and Circumſtances rela- 
ting to them, are fixed and predetermined 


by the Divine Decree, deſire us not to be 


ſo impiou and profane, as to make hence 
this clear and ſhining Inference, that then 
all ſinful Actions, and their Circumſtances, 
muſt be fixed by the fame "Decree; and 
that it is as vain to endeavour to hinder 


them in our ſelves, or to reclaim other; 


from them, as it is to endeavour to unfix 
the unalterable Decrees of Heaven. And 


therefore they have good reaſon to cy 


out, fye upon thoſe naughty Men called 
Rationaliſts, and call upon them to retrat 
their Inferences, which they are ready to 
do, when they have firſt retracted hoſt fa- 
tal Doctrines, from whence they follow, 
with a clear and convifſcing Evidence. 
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4 of this Queſtion, according to the 
Dres Sentiments, the Inferences, Which un. 


deniably follow from it, confirmed the 


Arguments from Reaſon we produce # 


- gainſt it. It remains now, That we a6 
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Age, and yet when 


e 


their Lives to Juſtice, and having given 


Commiſſion to his Vicegerent to cut off 


Evil-Doers; nor does he ſtand engag'd to 
preſerve raſh, fooliſh, wilful, and impro- 


vident Perſons from the Dangers which 


they bring upon themſelves. 
_ - Secondly, And poſitively we own, That 
ever 75 the Fall, the Divine Wiſdom bath 

ht fit to ſet ſuch -@ Period to Human Life, 


in the general, which in the ordinary courſe of 
Nature they do ſeldom paß; thus, before the 


Flood, a Thouſand Years was that Period 


Which no Man, that we read of, paſſed. 


After the Flood, Man's Age gradually 
decreas d from Five to One Hundred Years, 
which in Abraham's Time was counted Old 


Age, Gen. XViii. 11s ho 
But about the Time of David, the Term 


of Lite, that Men ordinarily expected they 
might reach, was Seventy Years, or, if they 


were of great Strength, Eighty. Whence, 
from that Time, Seventy Years was uſually 
reckon'd as the Term of Human Life, both 


in 34, ah and Profane Authors: For David 


f dyed in the Seventieth Year of his 
he dyed, he was old 


himſe 


* 
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and full of days, Chap. xxviii. 29. The Pſal- 


miſt ſaith, Pſal. xc. Io. the days of our age are 


ſeventy years; then uſually our Strength fail- 
eth, and gives place to Death, tho ſome be 
ſo ſtrong, that they come to fourſcore years; and 
Iſa. xxiii. 15. Tyre, ſaith the Prophet, ſhall be 
forgotten ſeventy years, as x Aan, as the 
Age of a Man, So the Septuagint, and the 
Arabick, Theodoret, and Procopius upon the 


De Mundi place; Philo, in thePraiſe of the SeptenaryNum- 
. 2. 1. ber, ſaith, That ww Thy ]. 7s Bis 7 gut 


De Som- 
nio Soipi- 
onis, J. 1 


Tatov , in the Tenth Septenary # the deſirable 
end of Life; and that, according to Solon, he 
that attains to that Age, lives, wa Go, to 
the meaſure of Human Life, and dyes not, «- 
, before his time; and Laertius informs us, 
that Solon declared, that Seventy Years was 
3906 yl p ys eis, the term of Human Life. Ma- 
erobius ſaith, Hæc a Phyſicis creditur meta vi ven- 
di, & hoc, vitæ humane perfectum ſpatium ter- 


N minatur, and this, by the Naturaliſts, is con- 
„ O. D. 21. 


ceiv'd to be the Boundary of Life, and the 
full Space in which it terminates. Now to 
the general Term of Life we ſay thoſe 
Paſſages of Scripture, which relate to this 
Subject, are to be referred, 3 

24 ly, Obſerve, That they who liv'd near 
any of theſe Periods, are ſaid to be ftrickes 
in Age, or Years, as Foſbuah, chap. Xiii. 21. 
xxiil. 1,2. and David, 1 Kings, i. 1. to dye 


in good old age, full of years. 1 Chron. XXvili. 


29. 10 fulfill the number of their days. Exod 


xxiii. 25,26. and to come to their graves in a full 


age, like as a ſhock of Corn cometh in its Seaſon, 


Job v. 26. | 39. Ob- 
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zh, Obſerve, That it is highly probable 
that this uſual Period of Life depended 


much upon the Temperament of Mens Bo- 


dies; and that as the Age of Men was 


ſhortned, ſo was the Temperament of 


their Bodies changed ; and as this follows 
from the precedent Obſervation, David, 
who dyed at Seventy Years, being ſaid td 
dye in a good old Age, full of Years, as well as 
Abraham and Joh, who lived to 240 Years, 


So is it highly probable, on this account, 


that when Men lived the longeſt Age, it 


was proportionably longer e're they came 
to Manhood, or to the Years of getting 


Children. Thus of thoſe who were before 
the Flood it is obſervable, That they who 
lived the longeſt were above an Hundred 
Years Old before they begat Children; 
when they lived betwixt To and Three Hun- 
dred Years, they began about Thirty to be- 


get Children; whereas, when their Age 


was contracted to Seventy Years, they had 
Children from Fourteen and upwards. 

4ly, Obſerye, That in all theſe Periods, 
the term of Life was not ſo ſettled by any 
Decree of God, but that it might be, and 
was indeed lengthned by Mens Piety and 
Care, and ſhortned by their Sins, and want 
of Providence and Care. Thus when God 


{wept away the Old World with a Flood ; 
before he did this, he allow'd them 120 
Years for that Repentange which would 


have prevented it, and during that Time, 
{ent his Prophets to perſwade them to res 
e pennt, 
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pent, that they might not periſh. Now 
to what purpoſe ſhould the Wiſdom of God 
do this, if he had abſolutely decreed they 


ſhould not repent, but ſhould inevitably pe- 


riſh by the Flood? Could he ſend his Pro- 
pbets to divert them from what his own De- 
cree had rendred neceſſary to be done by 
them, or delude them wich an offer of De- 
liverance upon their Repentance, if his 


Decree had rendred their Deſtru&idn ine- 


vitable at that very ſeaſon? Or why doth 
St. Peter ſay, that the long- ſuffering of God 
waited on theſe difobedient perſons in the days of 
Noah, 1 Pet. iii. 20. when if it did not wait 
for their Repentance, that it might pre- 
ſerve them, it muſt only watch for their 
Ruin, that he might deftroy them, which 
is a very odd deſign of that Patience and 
Long-ſ1 eg, which, ſaith the Apoſtle, lea- 
deth to repentance ? Hence it is ſaid of thoſe 
Men, upon whom the Flood was poured 


out, that they were tut down ont of time, Job 


xxii. 16. bit "07 
Again, When God deſtroy'd the Cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, for their unnatural 


 Luſts, their pride, 'fulnefs of bread, and abun- 


dance of idleneß, Ezek. xvi. 49. was it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, by virtue of God's De- 
cree, that they ſhould then be guilty of 
thoſe Sins, with all their aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances? If ſo, why did God puniſh 
them ſo ſeverely, for what he himſelf had 
made neceſſary to be done by them? And 
ſince there is the ſame reaſon to aſſert _ 
| | 7 
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of all the other Sins which bring wicked 
Men to Death, how could this dreadful 
Judgment be deſigned, as St. Peter faith it 


was, to render them an example to thoſe ho 


2 ſhould live ungodly,. ſeeing, accor- 


ding to the Doctrine, the Divine Decree 


had alſo made it neceſſary they ſhould thus 
ſin and periſh ; and this Example could not 
alter God's Decree concerning the Acti- 
ons, Means, Events, and Circumſtances 
which ſhould inevitably procure their 


Death at ſuch a time? If they lay under no 
neceſſity of Sinning,then they could lie un- 


der no neceſſity of periſhing tben by their I- 


niquity. And the ſame Argument will hold 


8 all who ever periſhed for their 
Sins by Peſtilence, by Sword, or Famine. 


- Lafth, God doth not ſo ſet the Periods 


of Human Life in general, as to preſcribe 
unto himſelf, from ſhortning Mens Days, 


- when by the Temper of their Bodies, they 


might have lived longer; for this he did to 


Er, Onan, Uzzah, and all that dyed by his 


immediate Hand ; and thus he ſhortens the 


Lives of good Men upon Earth, to pre- 


vent the Temptations they may meet with 


in a World generally corrupted ; as in the 
Caſe of Enoch, who, ſaith the Book of 


Wiſdom, Chap. iv. 11. was ſpeedily taken away, 
left iniquity ſhould alter bis underſtanding, and 
deceit beguile bis ſoul; and of good Foſtab, who 
was taken away from the evil to come, when 
he was not Forty Years Old, 2 Kings, xxii. 
20. He alſo doth ſometimes prolong Mens 


K 4 Days, 
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Days, above the uſual' Term, either by 


giving them a new Conſtitution of Body, 
as in the Caſe of Abraham's. dead Body, ſee 
the Note on Rom. iv. 19. or by preſerving 
them alive by extraordinary Methods, 


When their Diſeaſes were in their own na- 


tures mortal, as in the Caſe of Hezekiah. 
And thus alſo he ſometimes preſerves the 
Lives of evil Men, not: as the Dr. wick- 
edly ſays, to encreaſetheir Guilt, p. 33. but to 


be Scourges to the Guilty, or to reſerve 


them for a more remarkable Deſtruction, 
as in the Caſe of Pharoah, to whom he 
ſpeaketh thus, Exod. ix. 15, 16. Thou ſhouldf 


hade been cut off from the earth before; but in 


very deed ] hawe made thee ſtand, or preſerved 
thee alive, to ſhe in thee my power, and that 
my name may be declared throughout all the earth, 
by a more glorious Deftruction of thee at 
the Red Sea, Exod. xiv. 4, 17. | 
Having thus ſtated the Queſtion, accor- 
ding to our Sentiments of it, I proceed to 


anſwer what the Dr. hath produced from 


Scripture, and from Reaſon, To prove that 
there is, by Virtue of God's abſolute De- 
cree from all Eternity, a fixed, and unalte- 
rable Period of the Lives of all Men, 
And to his Two Arguments from the 
Words of Fob, chap. vii. x, 14. I might 


truly anſwer, That did they indeed bear 
the ſenſe which he hath put upon them, 
they could afford no certain Argu- 
ment of the Truth of this Doctrine; for 
we lye under an Obligation to — 
3 | He 


ARP. EN D.. * 


the We Fobarg faithfully, dener by 
the Sacred Pem Man, whoever” he.mighs 
— ** hayes ng Fetten to; believe, Fro ft 
0 \by; * Vine 4 

mediate Inf; 2 58 of the thi ly. Ghoſts For 
as it ig unte reg 055 belieye, A 787 
in all his Acculatigns;: im, char char 

falfly £ God hot charging | Him, as £7 055 


= 


his three: ther Friends, with Fol 8218 nor 


ſpeaking o bim tbe, thi that was 7 right ; lo God 
Hi 216 11 45 Thats be had riod counſel 
2 75 ene Et c . # 
an mie; c oe Es 

that he had utter d t en, be underſtood nor, 
things too Wonderf ul for im, that he Entw not, 


abap. lil. 2. and, — 18 which he abhorred 


himſelf, and Y. 6. And, as almoſt 
all eee $A that tho? Fo Had a 
god Gauſs, yet als gam difendit, . defen- 
dedit ill, efpecially. by charging God 72 5 


undue ſeyerity, and ſaying, bad multi 
bis awnds without 8 7 9 101 
ring of him thus, I it good for thee that 510 


ch. ix. 17. . enqui- 


ſhouldf' oppreſs, gb. x. 3. complaining, that 
be was become cruel to bim, ch. xxx. 2 f. and 
ſaying, he teareth me in bis V. rath who Hatethb 


me, 'chs:xvi.g.; ſo. doth not God himſelf 


charge hiin'with.Inſolence, in thus conten- 


ding with, and reproving bim, ch. xlii. 2. nd 
by enquiring thus, wilt rhou diſanul my judg- 
ment, wilt thou condemn me that thou. majeſ be 


righteous, v.:6. And, laſtly, doth he not ex- 


1 7 great Impatience under his Afflicti- 
ons; 


re uttered. 
1 — . de in imm 
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ons, by deſiring ſo oft that God would at 


bim off, and deſtroy bin chap. vi. 8, 3. vi. 
IF,.16, X. 8. It being therefore certain, 
chat theſe Words of Fob could not be ſpo- 
ken by the Dictate of God's Holy Spirit, 
what. Aſſurance can we have, that the 
W ords cited from theſe two Chapters were 
Divine Truths, and not rather Opinions 
that prevaib d among the Edomites? And 
then there being no other Places in the 014 
Teſtamem, which afford the leaſt appear. 
ance of an Argument to confirm his Do- 
ctrine, after all the Dr's Boaſts, it muſt be 
deſtitute of any Scripture: Proof from thence. 
But to wave this Advantage: 
Firſt, To his Argument from Fob vii. 1. 
1s there not al appointed time for man upon tht 
earth 2 I anſwer, © 85 x 
1% That theſe Words may be rehdred 


from the Original, Is not Man's Life a war- 


fare upon Earth? This, by the Dry's Confel- 
ſion, is the primary Import 6f the Word 
Taba, vix. not an 4 winted time, but à war- 
fare; ſo is it rendred by the Chaldee, and 


Vulgar; and in this ſenſe of the Words, faith 


Druſius on the Place, doth all Antiquity a- 
gree: And in this Import of the Words 
the Dr's Argument is evidently Impertinent, 
and the ſenſe of Job's Words may be only 


this; © Seeing the Life of Man is as a War- 


© fare, in which Soldiers, after a time of 
© Service, have their Miffion ; and he is 3 


© Mercenary, or Labourer, who when his 


© Work 
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Work is done; and his Service ended, 
deſires Reſt and Freedom, why may not 
I, who find no Reſt here Day or Night, 
deſire that Death which will give Reſt 
and Freedom to me from all my Labours. 
So Dr. Patrick paraphraſeth theſe Words, 
v. 1. Is not the whole Life of miſerable / 
Man a perpetual Conflict with various 
Troubles; and muſt he not at beſt under- 
go much Toyl, Labour, and Wearineſs? 
* Verſe 2. Why may I not then as paſſio- 
* nately wiſh to ſee an End of it, as Slave, 
in a hot Day, gaſps for the Refreſhmene_ 
of the Shade, or the Labourer longs for 
the Evening, when he may reſt, and be 
paid for his Pains? enten 
That Flood of Words the Dr. here pours 
out about a Mercenary, hath nothing of 
Strength in it; for whether he be a Merce- 
nary for three Years, as 1/a, xvi; 14. XX, 
16. or an Hireling for Days, as v. 6, and 
Matth. xx. 12. He is an Hireling as well 
for a ſhort, as a ſet Time; and fo. Fob 
might refer to either of them; and the 
Words cited from Fob, xiv. 14. are, as here, 
all the days, Bebai, of my warfare will 1 wait 
for the change of this my calamitous Con- 
dition. 5 „„ * Ne; 
24ly, Admit, That the Words ſhould be 
rendred @ ſet, or appointed time, Fob doth not 
ſay there is a fixed Period of every: Man's 
Life in particular, but that God hath ſet 
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Bounds to the Life of Man in general, as 


we acknowledge he hath done ; nor doth 
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he ſay, That Man cannot ſhorten thi 
Time by his Sin, or that God will never 


be pleas' d to lengthen any Man's Life be. 

yond that Seaſon. And if fo, theſe Work . 

cannot aſſure us, that God, by any abſo. , 
lute Decree, hath ſo fixed the Period of wok 
each Man's Life, that nothing can be 2d. 2” © 
ded to, or taken from it, wo lane 
To his Second Argument from theſe * 
Words, Chap. xiv. 5. His days are determine, r 
the number of his months are with thee, thou halt feli 
irre bis bound: that be cannot paß; be ſb 
I anſwer, That theſe Words, as they are __ 
Tranſlated, and in their. ordinary Senſe, * 
will fairly admit of our Interpretation, and 1 | 1 

reſpect only the general Term of Human WW Xvi 
Life; Thus the days of our years are appointed u I vel 
be ſeventy years, this thou haſt ſetled as thenm- WW nior 
ber of his months, and the boundary of bis Liftin WM 1 
an ordinary courſe of things; but yet this hin- Pin. 
ders not, but that ſome. thro” ſtrength my Ml .,,,1 
come to fourſcore years, and that others may Wl « g. 
not live out half their days, Pſ. lv. 23. and the WM « x; 
number of their Months, of which 7% WM por 
ſpeaketh here, may be cut off in the midil, n 
Fob, xxi. 21. And here let it be noted, 1 6 
that in the computation of Human Life, t. 
it is the ſame thing to do it by Day, Wl < 
Months, or Years; ſo throughout the filth t 
Chapter of Geneſis, the Years of the Ant- ( 
diluvians are reckoned, and then it follows, WM < | 

c 
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Jo all the days of N. N. were ſo many years. 1 
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phar, years of number, or few years do come ,when 
1 ſhall go the way whence I ſhall not return, Job 


© which be thought might move 
c to: add any greater burthen of Suffer ings, 
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Job iii. 6. Let it not be joined to the days of the 
ear, let it not come into the number of the months, . 
J...... 1-0 555; 
The Words may be rendred, from the 
Hebrew, thus, im barutſim jamaia, ſince his 
days are cut ſhort, ſeeing the number of his months 
are with thee, i. e. Our Times are in thine 
Hand, to order and diſpoſe of them, as thy 
Divine Wiſdom ſeeth fit, Pſal. xxxi. 15, and 
it hath been thy. Pleaſure, to make, Hu kai, 
Ordinances concerning the Life of Man, 
ſetling ſuch Bounds of it, which, ordinarily, 
be ſball not paß; this, I hope, may move 
thee. to turn thy Hand from me, and give 
me alittle Reſpit, before thoſe, Shenirh Miſ- 


xvi. 22. And, in this ſenſe, they accord 


well with, and even ſtrengthen our Opi- 


mond a . 
2dly, Vatablus and Mercer ſay, That Fob 
here deſires a Releaſe,” ex generali Hominum 
conditione, & vita brevitate, from the con- 
ſideration of the frail condition, and bre- 
vity of Human Life; and Dr. Patrick 
here faith, © He pleads with God for ſome 


| © mitigation of his Miſeries, from the con- 


© ſideration_of the Shortneſs of Life, and 
the Trouble that naturally pong, to it, 
im not 

* (or lengthen them. out farther) eſpecially 
* conſidering that, being Dead, he could 
not come into the World again, to re- 
ef N Es cee 
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© detve the Marks of lis Favour” And thi 
is made highly probable from theſe Word; 
which begin the Chapter thus, Man that 5 
born of a woman is of few days, and full of nu. 
ble. 2. He cometh forth as a flower, and i; cu 
down, he fleeth alſo' as @ ſhadow, and conting. 
- Moreover it is certain, that this Holy 
Man uſerh theſe Words, Ob! that thou woullf 
bite me in the grave, v. 13. as an Expreſſion 
of his Deſire to Dye, and be thus rid of hi 
prefent Trouble; whereas, had he thought 
and believed, that the Term of his Life 
was from Eternity ſo fixed by the Decree 
of God, that it was impoſſible to take one 
Minute from it, to what purpoſe ſhould he 
fo 4mportunately defire that Death, which 
he knew could nor poſſibly happen to him 
before that fixed Period, and which, when 
ever it was appointed to come, wouldcer- 
| tainly releaſe him from his Troubles? And 
Feeing the Event ſhews, That the Time 1 
Which God continued his Life longer, wa ſe 
One Hundred and Forty Years,” how vain p 
Mut be bis Wiſhes, upon chis Ey, 4 
that God would then cut him off; ſeeing BI '# 
.theſe Deſires could neither alter God's De- I. 
Cree, Tor be Means, appointed by him, to 1 


e 
7 


Abbreuiate his preſent Life: A 
"2 34ly, "Whereas he argues from theſe x 
' Words of Chrit, Mat. xxvi. 27. that mo Man 2 
ran add by bis ſollicituue one cubit, m NAA. * 
"avs, o bis ſtature, by Interpreting this o 4 
Vis Ago, were this Interpretation to be w 
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mitted, it would not do him any Serviee, 
ſceing even in this ſenſe, here is nothing 
to intimate, or inſinuate, that Men ma) 
not ſhorten their Lives by Sin, Intern- 
perance, Raſhneſs, and other Ways of 
bringing Death upon themſelves: But, 
24%, This Interpretation is not only 


contrary to the fenſe of all Antiquity 'of 


Chryſoftorn, Euthymids and Theephylhet, among 
Cock Expoſitions, -of St. Ferom, St. Au- 


ftin, Hilary, and Bede amongſt the Latint, 


and to all modern Interpreters that IT have 
ever read, but is abundantly confuted, (1.) 
By the Word Cubit here added tonmz ; for 
a Cubit is not a Meaſure of Time, or Age, 


but only of Length and Stature. 25 From 


the Example of the Lilies of the Field, for, 
conſider, faith Chrift, not their Age, which 
5s very ſhort, but, s avEdve, bow they do 
encreaſe, or grow without their Care. 
zah, The Sollicitude here forbidden, is 
not a prudent and an honeſt Care, for Pre- 
ſervation of their Lives, ſeeing to'this he 
plainly doth adviſe them, by commanding 
them, when they are perfecuted, to — 


om one City to another, for preſervation of their 
lives, Matth. x. 23. and becauſe they were 

fent as ſbeep among wol ver, to be wiſe as ſerpemts, 
and harmleſ ar Doves, v. 16. The Sollicitude 
therefore, here forbidden, is only an an- 


Kious Sollicitude, join'd with a Diſtruſt of 
Providence, both which are rather Means 
to ſhorten, than to prolong Mens Lives. 


His 


— > Fame $2 


CT 


144 APPENDIX. 


His other pretended Texts of Scripture, ed 

2 * 20 a 9 
are ſo weak and trifling, that I will not ur 
tire the Reader's Patience with an elabo. th 
rate Confutation of them ; for would any ve 
Man, of common ſenſe, attempt to prove D 
this Doctrine from the Words of Fob, thou in 
wilt bring me to death, al beth moed, ad de be 
mum conventus, to the place of the aſſembly of all ſe 
the living, Job xxx. 23. Or from theſe Words U 

of St. Paul, Heb. ix. 27. Ir is appointed for all 
Men once to dye? For doth it hence follow, 1 
That there is à Period of all Mens Lives, te 
which cannot be prolonged, or contracted i. 
any more, than that all Men muſt dye at J. 
the ſame time, none ſooner than another? P 
If David ſaith, Pſal. xxxi. 15. My times fi 
e overs: Tait hs ikep of W- © 
Ely and Dr. Hammond, Thou knoweſt when to a 
Aeli ver me from the hand of my Enemies, can n 
this have any relation to the fixed Period t 
of all Mens Lives? * 
Is it not ridiculous, to attempt to prove d 
that all Men ſhall dye at a fixed Lime, by F 
the, Decree of God; Becauſe the Preacher 4 
faith, Eccl. iii. 2. there is a time to he born, an c 
a time to He; a time to plant, and to pluck u . 
that which is planted; and v. 5. A time to ga- x 
tber ſtones, and a time to caſt them away ? For t 
_ might he not as well conclude hence, that f 
God had abſolutely decreed the Time, 
when any Man ſhall pluck up any Weed, ; 
or Nettle in his Garden; or when a Boy 1 
mall gather any heaps of Stones together, | 


Or 


= > 4 Jy 


N 
Or, Laftly, If there was a Time appoin- 
ed, in which Chriſt was to finiſh his Work 
upon Earth, will it hence follow, That 
there is an abſolute Decree concerning the 
very Moment of every Man's Life and 
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Death? If indeed the Dr. could be ſerious 


in producing things ſo ridiculous, he muſt 


be ridiculous who imagines they deſerve a 

ſerious Reply, and muſt tranſgreſs the 

Wiſeman's Precept, Prov. xxv1. 4. | 
2dly, His Reaſons are as frivolous, as his 


Texts are impertinent : For, (i.) He pre- 


tends to argue from God's Immutability, 
i. e. his Freedom from change in Nature, 


Judgment or Purpoſe; but yet in all that 


Paragraph, there is not one Shadow of Proof 
from the Denial of his Doctrine, That God 
can be charg'd with Mutability. He only 
ſays, that they who deny God's Preſcience, 


- muſt doubt of his Immutability, but what is 


that to us, who both aſſert and prove his 


Preſcience, He adds, p.23. that there is nothing 


defectiwe, nothing ſuperfluous in God's Counſels and 
Purpoſes, and therefore there is no need of making 


any alteration in them; Now this is an un- 
doubted Truth; but when he adds, that we 
may rightly gather thence, that all the Events of 
the World were from Eternity ſetled and determin d; 


this is ſuch a groſs non ſequitur, ſuch a Peri- 
tio Principii as diſcovers the Author of it, 
(2.) This follows, faith he, from the 
Divine Perfection, from whence he argues, 
that nothing can be done without God's previous 
Will, as if it were a part of the Divine Per- 
0 j Þ tection, 


J 
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fection, previouſly to will all the Wicked. 
| neſs that is done in the World, tho? it is 
certain that nothing can be Wickedneſ; 
but what he hath forbidden, and ſo would 
not have done, and which for him to will, 
would be an Argument of his want of Per- 
fection both in Holineſs and Goodneſ;, 
The contrary, faith he, would argue Weakneſ 
and Deficiency, as if he were not able to de- 
termine all Actions and Events, i. e. all the 
Wickedneſs and Miſchiefs that can be done in 
the World; which is in effect to ſay God 
= could not be an All-Perfte& and Almighty , 


| God, unleſs he were the worſt of Beings, 
even worſe than the very Devil; for he can iy 
only perſwade Men to do the vileſt, and * 
moſt miſchievous Actions, but cannot pre- 7 
determine them to the doing of them. Such th 
horrid Blaſphemies paſs for ſtrong Reaſons ws 
With the Doctor. of 
de 
ee ee . an 
| 1 G 
Cray. III. hy 
as 
T T is obſervable throughout the Dr's to 
Book, that he boaſts very much of Scrip- 1 
N ture-Ewidence for his Aſſertions, when it If 
2 | Hes entirely againſt him, as will be evident tu 
from both thoſe Scriptures, which he vainly t 
attempts to anſwer, and from our chief Ar- 45 
gument, which he durſt not meddle with; ye 
nov that is taken from thoſe numerous, 1. 
Ind plain Texts of Scripture, in which God * 


makes 
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23 makes a Declaration, or Promiſe of long | 
eſs Life, upon Mens Obedience, or cautions ij 
11d them againſt ſuch Tranſgreſſions, left they 1 
ill, dye for it, and threatneth to ſhorten Mens [ 
er- Days for their Iniquities. Whence it is e- | 
fc vident, That Mens Lives may be prolong- | 
we ed, beyond what otherwiſe they would be, | 
lo. - by their Piety ; or ſhortned, more than " 4 
he therwiſe they would be, by their Wicked- | 
in ol „ i 
a0 7 And, Firſt, The Promiſes of this Nature a 
95 are theſe, If you will ſerve the Lord your God, | 
— I will take away ſickneſs from the midſt of thee, ; 
nd and will fulfil the number of thy days, EX. xxiii. ; 
re- 25,26. Where it deſerves to be obſerv'd, - 
oh that this cannot refer to any abſolute De- a 
u cree concerning each Man's Life in parti- 1 

cular, that being abſolute, and not ſuſpen- 


ded on the Performance of Conditions; 

5 and therefore, as it is a Promiſe made to 
| God's People in the general, ſo is it an E- 
vidence that there is 4a Number of Mens Days, 

in general, which may be fulfill'd, or not, 

as they deport themſelves towards that God 


* 
f 
» 
4 
| 


r's to whom belongs the Tſues of Life and Death. 
1. 25 Thus God ſaith to Solomon, 1 Kings iii. 14. 
uit WH If thou wilt walk in my Ways, and keep my Sta- 
Nt | Tutes, and Commandments, then will I lengthen 
ly thy days. And, Prov. 1x. 11. By the fear of 
\r- | the Lord thy days ſhall be multiplyed, and the © 
h; years of thy life ſhall be encreaſed. Set your heart, 
Us, faith Adoſes, to all the words which I teſtify a- 


od mong you this day, becauſe it is your life, and 
3 | y 5 thro 
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Deut. XxXIi. 46, 47. And to this Head we 
may refer all God's Encouragements to 
fear him, to depart from Evil, and do 
Good, to obey, Iqve, and ſerve him, ari- 
ſing from an Aſſurance of this Blefling of 
long Life to them that do ſo, viz. Honour 
thy Father and thy Mother, that thy days may 
be long in the land which the Lord thy God give 
thee, Exod. xx. 12. Which, faith the Apoſtle, 
Eph. vi. 2. #s the firſt Commandment with pro- 
miſe, Deut. iv. 40. Thou ſhalt keep my ſtatutes 
and ordinances, which I command thee this day, 
that thou mayeſt prolong thy days upon earth. and 
again, Chap, xi. 8, 9. vi. 1, 2. Xvii. 20. XXIi. 
So Pſalm xxxiv. 12, 13, 14. What man 
is he that deſireth life, and loveth many days ; 
let him eſchew evil and do good. And Pſal. xci. 
16. Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, vit 
long life will T ſatwfy him, and ſhew him my 
ſalvation. Prov. iii. 1, 2. My ſon keep my 
commandments, for length of days and long life 
ſhall they add to thee; and Chap. xxviii. 16. He 
that hateth covetouſneſs ſhall prolong his days. The 
fear of the Lord, faith the Wiſeman, prolong- 
eth life, Prov. x. 27. Wiſdom is a tree of lifeto 
them that find ber, and length of days are in her 
right hand, Prov. iii. 16, 18. Now the 
Foundation of theſe Arguments is this; God 
hath encourag'd Men to the Performance 
of theſe Duties, by the Promiſe of long 
Life, and the fulfilling the number of their days, 
upon the Performance of theſe Conditions; ' 
and therefore theſe Conditions could nei- : 


ther, 1 
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ther be impoſſible to them, who, upon 
failure in them, have loſt the Bleſſing pro- 
mis d; nor were they abſolutely neceſſary 
to be done by all, who by performance of 
them, obtained the Bleſſing promiſed; 
therefore they who obtain'd this Bleſſing, 
might not have obtain'd it; and they who 
did not obtain this Blefling, might have 
obtain'd it. . | 
Moreover, Seeing all Commands to do 
ſuch Duties, that long Life may be the Con- 
ſequence of the Performance of them, are 


plain Evidences, that Length of Life de- 
pends ſo much on the Performance of thoſe 


Duties, as that it may be ordinarily expe- 
cted upon Performance of them, or that 
the contrary may be dreaded upon the Neg- 
lect of them. And ſeeing, when God ex- 
preſly ſays, by this thing ſhall thy life be prolong- 
ed, he intimates, That, without it, this 
Life would not be prolong'd ; ſeeing, when 
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he promiſeth, That by the fear of the Lord 


mens days ſhould be prolonged, and the years of 
their life ſhould be multiplyed, he clearly tea- 


cheth, that were this Fear of God is wane | 


ting, they ſhall not he thus multiplyed and 


encreaſed. And where long Life, and length 


of Days, is by him, who x our Life, and the 
length of our Days, entail'd upon the Love of 
God, Obedience to his Precepts and Spiri- 
tual Wiſdom, we have reaſon to believe 


it would be ſhortned, upon our Neglect of 
theſe Duties; it therefore either mult be 


ſaid, That it was abſolutely necellary, 
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Lew. XxXii. 9. Numb. xviii. 22, 32. He alſo 


0 


ou, that you ſhall not prolong your days, but ſhal 
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that all who do obey theſe Commands, or 
perform theſe Duties, lay under an abſo- 
lute Neceflity to do ſo, and that it was im- 
poſſible for them to do otherwiſe, which, | 
in the Judgment of common Reaſon, and 
of all Antiquity, deſtroys all Vertue, and ren- 
ders it unworthyof Reward and Praiſe; or 
elſe it muſt be owned, that Mens Day; 
may be multiply'd or leſſened, their Lives 
ſhortned or encreaſed, according as they 
do perform, or do neglec thoſe Duties. 


Secondly, I have formerly ſhew'd, That 
God doth oft caution his own People not 
to do ſuch forbidden Actions, leſt they ber 


the puniſhment of their iniquity, and dhe for it, 


threatneth a ſhort Life, and ſometimes a 
ſudden Death to the Workers of Iniquity. 
Thus Moſes ſaith, Deut. iv. 25,26. If you 
ſhall corrupt your ſelves, and ſhall-make agraven 
Image, or do evil in the fight of the Lord your 
God, I call heaven and earth to witneſs againſ 


be utterly deſtroyed ; and Chap. xxx, 17, 18. 


Tf thou ſhalt turn away to worſhip other Gods,and 


ſerve them, Idenounce againſt you this day, that 


9ou ſhall ſurely periſh, and ſhall not prolong Jour 


days upon the earth. Evil ſhall ſlay the wicked 
man, faith the Pſalmiſt, Pſ. xxxiv. 27. Evi 


doers ſhall be cut off, Pſal. xxxvii. 9. and v.20, 
29. they ſhall conſume as the fat of lambs, i. e. 
ſuddenly, thou caſteſt them down to deſtruttion, 
they are brought into deſolation, as in a — 


g your 
vicked 


Evil 


v. 20, 
+. 6 
action, 
ment. 
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The years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned, Prov. 
x. 20. It ſhall not be well with the wicked, nei- 
ther ſhall he prolong his days, Eccclviii, 13. 


Now all theſe Cautions not to commit 
theſe Sins, leſt they dye for them, are cer- 


tain Evidences, that by abſtaining from 
them, they might prevent that Death ; and 
alſo that God gave them theſe Cautions for 


that very End. And all theſe Threats and 


Declarations, That evil doers ſhould be cut off 


before their time; That their days ſhall be ſhort- 
ned, and that they ſhall not live out half their 


time; That they ſhall not prolong their days, but 


| ſhall quickly periſh, Deut. xi. 17, 28, as 


they were certainly deſig'nd by the Divine 
Wiſdom, to prevent the doing of thoſe 


Actions; ſo are they certain Demonſtra- 


tions, that God deſigned to ſhorten Mens 
Lives, as they became guilty of thoſe Sins. 
It therefore either muit be ſaid, That all 
thoſe Perſons, whoſe Lives were thus ſhort- 
ned by their Sins, lay under a Neceflity of 
doing all the Wickedneſs they did, and that 
the abſolute Decree to take them off at ſuch 
a ſeaſon, was alſo a Decree, that they 
ſhould unayoidably commit ſuch Sins at ſuch 
2 Time; or elſe it muſt be granted, that 
they might not then have thus ſinned, and 
ſo would not then have periſhed- by their 
Iniquities. — 

2dly/, It is alſo evident, that the Dr, was 
not able to give any ſatisfactory Anſwer ta 
our Arguments, from Scripture, againſt his 
Opinion: For, 


TH. 
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1, The Argument ariſing from the In- 


ſtance of Hezekiah is to this effect. That 


which God had abſolutely decreed to come 
to paſs only fifteen Years after, he could 
not truly have threatned to him fifteen 
Years before that Time; but God expreſ- 
ly faid to Hezekiah, by his Prophet, fif- 
teen Years before he dy'd, Set thing 
houſe in order, for thou ſhalt dye, and not live. 
To ſay here, as the Dr. doth, That the 
Import of theſe Words, is only this, Thy 
diſeaſe s mortal in its own nature, did not I in 
my mercy deliver thee, and check the fury of it, 
is inſignificant. Þ 

For, it God had really decreed toextend 
his Lite to fifteen Years more, he muſt have 
decreed alſo, that his Diſeaſe ſhould not 
be mortal to him, whatever it might be in 
his own nature; and ſo his Prophet could 
not have truly ſaid to him, either Affirma- 
tively, Thou ſhalt dye, or Negatively, Thou 
ſhalt not live; and much leſs could he, for 
this reaſon, have required him to ſet bis 
bouſe in order, becauſe he was to dye. Men 
are hard putto it, when they make God, 
and his Propher, Lyars, that their Doctrine 
may leem mee... 8 | 

His fecond Anſwer is this, That this 
Threat was conditional, that Hezekiah ſhould 
dye, and not live, unleſs he prayed and repented ; 
but het God had determined that Hezekiah ſhould 
live, and that, in order to it, he ſhould pray and 
repent ; the Means to be uſed were Prayers, Tears 
and Repentance, which were decreed alſo. 


This 
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| This miſerable Shift 18 void of common Reph. 


Senſe and Reaſon ; For, (I.) It renders 
the Threat vain and ludicrous. . For, as a 


Promiſe, made upon à Condition impoſſi- 


ble to be done, is only in Words a Pro- 
miſe, but in Truth none at all, but rather 
a flat Denial; ſo a Threat, made upon Neg- 
lect of a Condition which cannot be neg+ 
lected, is indeed no Threat at all, and ſigni- 
fies no more than this, Thou ſhalt dye, He- 
zekiah, unleſs thou continueſt a Man, or the 
Son of Ahaz, whilſt thou liveſt; ſeeing 
what is by the abſolute Decree of God a 
Means that ſhall lengthen out his Life to 
ſuch a Period, muſt be as neceſſary to be 
done by him, as it was for him to be a 


Man, or the Son of Abax whilſt he lived. 


(2.) This is plainly contrary to the very 
nature of a Threat; that being a moral 
Motive, not to do, or negled that Action, 


which will certainly bring the Evil threat- 


ned upon us, whereas if God's Decree had 
rendred it impoſſible for Hezekiab to neg- 
le& theſe Means, what Motive could that 
Threat afford him, to avoid that Death, 
which God's Decree had rendred impoſſible 
to befall him at that time? To ſay, that 
this Decree was ſecret, alters not the Caſe, 


ſeeing, upon ſuppoſition of this Decree, 


Hezekiah muſt know disjunctively, either 
that he could not then neglect the Condi- 
tion; or that he might dye at that time, 

by the neglect of it, and therefore that the 
| | Decree 
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' Decree was not abſolute, or ſuch as had 
unalterably fixed the Period of his Life. 
(3. ) It is alfo contrary to the nature of a 
true Condition ; for that is vainly required 
of me, asa Condition to prolong my Life, 
which he, who makes it a Condition, is 
himſelf abſolutely engag'd to work in me, 
by an irrefiſtable Efficacy, and is, for the 
reaſon mentioned before, as Indicrous as 
this; Thou ſhalt live ſo long, if thou con- 
tinueſt a Man whilſt thou liveſt ; it being 
as impoſſible not to do, and therefore not 
to will to do what, by Virtue of that Effi- 
cacy, I muſt do, as not to be what by Na- 
ture I am. 
The Dr. therefore muſt of neceſſity re- 
turn to his firſt Anſwer; That this is an 
P. 29, 30. extraordinary Caſe, and one of thoſe few Ex- 
ceptions which may vary from this Rule; and 
conſequently muſt deſtroy all his Argu- 
ments from Scripture, and from the Perfe- 
ction and Immutability of God, and re- 
nounce his avowed Doctrine, That the par- 
7. 9. ticũlar Limits of all Mens Lives were determi- 
| ned by God, before the Foundation of the World; 
and that no Perſon ever went beyond theſe Limits, 
or came ſhort of them. = 
2h, Another Text produced againſt this 
Doctrine is this, the bloody and deceitful man 
ſhall not live out half his days, Pſal. lv. 23. 4. e. 
his Days ſhall be ſhortned by theſe bloody 
and deceitful Practices, for which thou, 0 
God ſhalt bring them down into the Pit of De- 
fruttion. Whence it is evident, that Men 
| N may 


may, and do provoke God to ſhorten their 
Lives by their Sins, and conſequently, that 
the Term of Mens Lives is not ſo fixed by 


to avoid them. Now to this Argument no 


for all Men, to commit all the Iniquity 
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God's Decree, but that it may be ſhortned 
by their Sins, or prolong'd by their Care 


other Anſwer can be made, but this, That 
God hath decreed, that theſe wicked Men 
ſhould not live out half their Days ; and as 

a Means to bring them to this untimely 
End, hath decreed alſo, that they ſhould 
be bloody and deceitful Men, or ſhould un- 
avoidably commit thoſe Sins, which would 
inevitably bring them to that End; it be- 
ing in the nature of the thing impoſſible 
to decree the End, without regard to the 
Means on which it doth depend, or to make 
the End fixed and neceſſary, where the 
Means are not ſo. Now I have prov'd al- 
ready, that it is little leſs than Blaſphemy, 
to ſay, That God hath made it neceſſary 


which ever 15 committed by them. 


The Dr. anſwers, That theſe Men dye at P. 32, 33- 
their appointed Time, and could not live a Mo- 
ment longer ; but yet they live not half the Time 
they promiſed to themſelves ; they live not half 
the Time which by the courſe of Nature, that is, 
the viſible Temper and Conſtitution of their Bodies, 
they. might have lived, ; 8 


This Anſwer is alien from the Text, Reply, 
which ſaith not, they ſhall not live ſo long 
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as they promiſed themſelves they ſhould do, or a 
by the courſe of Nature they might do, but they 
ſhall not live out half their days; now it is one 
thing not to live out half their days, and ano- 
ther not to live ſo long as they expected, 
or as by the courſe of Nature they might 
have lived. Moreover this Anſwer gives 
the Lye toDavid,fince they who only dyeat 
that preciſe time of their Age, at which God 
had appointed they ſhould dye, do as much 


fulfil the number of their days, as David him- 


ſelf, or any other of God's pious Servants, 

ever did. „ EY 
2ly, The Text faith not, he ſhall not live 

out half the days of other Men, but he ſhall not 


live out half his days; now can any Man pro- 


perly be ſaid not to live out thoſe days, 
which, by God's appointment, he was not 
to live? Yea, it 1s obſervable, that the 
Words his, and my days, are always uſed of 
the Days a Man lives, or might have lived 
upon Earth; as when it is ſaid of the Wick- 
ed, be ſhall not prolong his days upon Earth, Eccl. 
viii. 13. when Hezekiah faith, Iſa. xxxviii. 
10. I am deprived of the reſidue of my years, 
my days are cut off; and when God -promi- 
ſeth, I will add unto thy days fifteen years ; and 
when David faith, Cut me not eff in the midſt 
of my days, Pſ. cii. 24. 

3/3, Either David here faith nothing 


concerning the Puniſhment of wicked Men 


for their Wickedneſs ; and then why doth 
heſay, That God ill bring them down into 


the Pit of Deſtruttion, and that they ſhall not liug 
| T out 


AND :- 
out half their Days? Or, he ſpeaks of the un- 
timely End of the Wicked, becauſe of their 
Wickedneſs, and for the Puniſhment of it ; 
and then it muſt be owned, either that they 
might not have been bloody, and deceitful 
Men, and ſo might have prolong'd their 
Days, or, that God had as abſolutely de- 
creed, that before that Time they ſhould 
be bloody and deceitful Men, as that they 
ſhould not live out half their Days. 


,, ß on >. BAG 


And, 3dly, Whereas he attempts to an- 

ſwer thoſe Words of Solomon, Eccl. vii. 17. 
Be not overmuch wicked; Why ſhouldſt thou dye P. 34. 

before thy time, by ſaying, That tho the Man, 
enormouſly wicked,” cannot dye before the time yu. 
fix'd by the Decree of God, yet may he dye by @ 
violent Death, and ſo he dyes not in his Time, 
but before it, in reſpect of the ordinary counſe of 
Nature, and alſo in reſpec} of Human Fudgment 
and Conjecture concerning him, and gives the 

ſame Anſwer to a like Place, Fob xv. 32. 


This Text plainly 2 that the Reph. 
Man thus dyes by his Folly and Wickedneſs, 
and therefore muſt ſuppoſe, according to 
the Dr's Sentiments, that the doing of that 
Wickedneſs was the Means by God's De- 
cree appointed to bring him unavoidably 
to that untimely End, and ſo runs into the 
forementioned Abſurdity; or elſe it muſt 
be granted, that he lay under no neceſſity 
of committing that Wickedneſs and Folly, 
and ſo under no neceſſity of dying by it ſo 
7 oon; 
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ſoon ; this being evident to all Mens Ap- 
prehenſions, That no Man can be cut off 
by his Wickedneſs, at ſuch a time fixed by 


the Decree of God, unleſs that Decree 


rendreth it neceflary that he ſhould do that 
Wickedneſs at, or before that Time; for 
admit the Principle of that Action may be 
the depraved Will of Man, nothing can 
make it neceſſary that he ſhould do that 
Action at that very point of time, but the 
Decree of God. . - 
24h, The Text doth not ſay, be ſhall che 
a violent death, or before Men thought be ſhould 
dye; but enquires thus, Why ſhouldſt thou 
dye, belo elecha, in a time when thou art not 
zo dye ; and in the Greek, be not much wick- 
ed, iv un amvirys iy & xe c, that thou mayſt 
not dye before thy Time of dying, which it is 


impoſſible they ſhould do, who only dye 
at the very Time in which, by the unalte- 


rable Decree of God, they were to dye. 


For ſure they cannot be ſaid to dye before 


their Time, by any kind of Death, who 
only dye by that kind of Death, and at 


that very Time at which they were, by 


the Decree of God, infallibly to dye. 


To Conclude ; This Doctrine of the 
Determination of all Actions and Events, 


with their Circumſtances, as to Time, 


Place, and Meaſure, makes all the Sins 

and Miſeries of all Mankind abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary and unavoidable; as making, firſt, 

The Sin of Adam neceſſary to be — 
| te 
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ted at the very Time when it was done, 
perhaps, even the firſt Day of his Life. 
(2.) By 2 like Decree, making the Sinand 
Miſery of all his Poſterity abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, as being ſo imputed to them, as to 
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render them obnoxious to Death Eternal! 


And (3.) By a Decree of Preterition lea- 
ving all Men, excepting the Ele&, who 
are comparatively but a few, under an un- 


avoidable neceſſity of being Miſerable to 


all Eternity: From which black Decrees, 
and diſhonourable Apprehenſions of that 
God, who æ rich in Mercy, and plenteous in 
Goodneſs tothe Sons of Men, and a true Lover of 
Souls, good Lord deliver us. | | 
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